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- POST-DOCTRINAL EXHORTATIONS.

- We have now come to the complete and total end of a major form of
doctrine—(sonship establishment) - and the natural thing for a father to do
with his son (before going on to the next form of doctrine) is to give his son
some exhortations in connection with what has been covered so far.

- And there are several reasons for this—one being, in order to ensure that the
things the father has done and established within his son is not forgotten—also
to ensure that the form of doctrine has done its effectual work within the
son—>but another important feature to post-doctrinal exhortations has to do
with bringing back into the son’s heart the ambition and enthusiasm that is
supposed to be there so that the son is crying, Abba, Father, all the more—that
1s, that the son is enthusiastically anticipating the upcoming form of doctrine
that will be built upon the preceding form of doctrine he has just

accomplished.

- And this is exactly what our Heavenly Father expects us to have—that is, a
godly ambition and godly enthusiasm that comes from a proper and intelligent
understanding and appreciation for what He and His sons have, together, just
accomplished—as well as the godly enthusiasm for desiring to go on to the
next form of doctrine our Father is going to teach us.

- All of this is required as a proper and positive response to our
sonship establishment.

- And nothing can generate that godly enthusiasm any more that a
demonstration that you, as God’s son, can ‘put some things
together’ (so to speak) and prove to yourself by means of these
post-doctrinal exhortations that the form of doctrine of your sonship
establishment is effectually working in your inner man—and that
those living words of the Living God that form the doctrine of your
sonship establishment live in you!

- And by now you should have all of the proper attitude, commitment, godly
optimism, and godly enthusiasm—(with all human bravado and false sense of
courage and human willpower based upon human emotion being eradicated) -
all properly developed in your inner man—so that your eagerness to go on and
begin your sonship education is based upon all that your Father has
accomplished in orienting you and establishing you as His son/daughter.

- Simply put, you should be crying, Abba, Father, even more now than ever
before—and your cry of Abba, Father should be genuine & intelligent!
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- But in order to ensure that your cry of Abba, Father is the proper thing it
should be—and to demonstrate that by you putting some things together in
your own mind—there are some post-doctrinal exhortations that will check all
that out—and will bring back into your mind and heart the godly optimism
and godly enthusiasm to now get underway with your education proper—as
well as to make one of the most serious dedications & commitments you’ll
ever make in your life—(to present your bodies a living sacrifice)!

- Therefore lets look at a familiar passage of sonship exhortations—but now
lets view them from the perspective of having accomplished what the Father
intends to accomplish with you as His son in both sonship orientation and in
sonship establishment.

- Proverbs 2:1-9

- Now as we have already looked at before—there are 2 ‘groupings’ of these
exhortations that can be called ‘Post-doctrinal Exhortations’ in regard to the
son’s level of commitment to his sonship education.

- And though we have already looked at these when we did all the
background work in Proverbs for sonship education—my own
understanding now is that there are 2 groups of exhortations for a
reason:

1) Has to do with the post-doctrinal exhortation for the son
after sonship orientation;

2) Has to do with the post-doctrinal exhortation for the son
after his sonship establishment.

- That’s why these 9 verses have a set of conditions followed by a
result (Then...) — and then you have another set of conditions (so to
speak) followed by another result (another Then ...).

- And so (:1-5) can be grouped together as the post-doctrinal
exhortation for ensuring the son’s commitment level at the end of his
sonship orientation.

- Which corresponds with Romans 8:14-15.
- And (:6-9) can be grouped together to form the post-doctrinal

exhortation for ensuring the son’s commitment level at the end of his
sonship establishment.
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- Which corresponds with Romans 8:16-11:36.

- (Just prior to the son presenting his body as a living
sacrifice).

- And while it isn’t right to say that one is more important than the
other—(and you shouldn't think that at all) — if you could say that
one was more important or critical than the other, it would be the 2nd
exhortation—(but, again, you can’t say that)!

- But I do believe that you can say that one is somewhat
easier than the other (or maybe one more involved than the
other)— and that is the 2nd one more than the 1st.

- (i.e., the son’s commitment to the effectual working of what
he learns!)

- Now while I’m sure that you are familiar with both of these areas of
commitment—you’re probably more familiar with the first area (The
Commitment to Learning) as given in Proverbs 2:1-5.

- (Briefly go over the 3 components to the Commitment to Learning).
- (see Rom. 8—Vol. 1)

- But though we’ve gone over it—it’s actually in the 2nd grouping—or the
Exhortation to the son’s Commitment to the Effectual Working of what he
Learns — that’s contained in Proverbs 2:6-9 that we need to take some time
on—and where you’re going to demonstrate to yourself if your commitment
level is where it should be in order to present your body a living sacrifice in
Romans 12:1-2.

- And here, you should be able to ‘put some things together’ now, that
you probably couldn’t have done prior to our going through Romans
8:16-39 (especially) — and you should be able to now gain the
benefits of this post-doctrinal exhortation far better than ever before.

- So let’s focus our attention on these 4 verses of Proverbs 2 (:6-9),
and see if you can match some things up and have a far better
appreciation for your sonship establishment than ever before—and
with this post-doctrinal exhortation, bring back into your mind and
heart the godly optimism and godly enthusiasm for going on and
beginning your sonship education proper in Romans 12:3 ff.
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- When you examine Proverbs 2:6-9, the obvious thing to notice is that you
have another set of conditions (so to speak) - but these aren’t like the first set
of conditions—because the issue here isn’t /F you do what you’re supposed to
do as a son, THEN you’ll get the full benefits from the education your Father
is about to give you—here the tables turn to what the FATHER has done (and
will do) in order to ensure the success of your sonship education.

- And the emphasis in all the components that make up the
information that comes before the “Then” in (:9) - the emphasis is
upon how the Father has taken into consideration all that you as His
son will face in this education—and He has taken all that into account
and made provisions within the very curriculum itself so that you can
succeed to the very end of your education—even in the face of any
and all opposition to it!

- And once you have presented to you (in exhortation form, not in
any doctrinal form) what the Father has done and will do to ensure
your success—that’s when the “7Then” of (:9) kicks in as a kind of
promise to you as His son, that you will indeed receive the instruction
you need that will provide for your successful sonship life!

- So we can clearly see that you have a body of information contained in
verses 6, 7, & 8—followed by a promised result of it all in verse 9.

- Now the question is—in the body of information contained in (:6-8), how
many components do we have?

- One of the things that will help us out here is to focus upon the
issue that you have a number of things that the LORD is going to
do—that is, He will do this, and He will do that, and so on—and
those things that our Father is said to do for us in order to ensure our
success as His sons—you can take each of those matters and say
that each one constitutes one thing that He will do—and so, when
you can identify how many things He’ll do, you have the number of
components to the information set forth in (:6-8).

- Simply put, you can focus upon the action verbs of (:6-8)
and that should amount to the number of the components
that make up the body of information.

- When we look at (:6—For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.) — my
understanding is that even though it seems that there are 2 components
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... (due to the colon) - the way in which what is said gets said, and the
context of what is being said makes it so that you realize that, granted,
you do have 2 distinct thoughts here, but the 2nd thought is a further
description (or better, a further matter) of the 1st thought.

- In other words, the 1st clause sets forth the 1st thing that
the LORD is going to do—and then the 2nd clause tells you
how it’s going to get done (so to speak).

- And this needs to be presented this way—that is, the whole
issue here is to get wisdom—but not just any wisdom—but
the LORD’s wisdom. (Everything else is just a competing,
counterfeit wisdom).

- And you need a colon to allow you to pause there long
enough so that you appreciate that issue.

- But then that wisdom that the LORD is going to give is
going to be accomplished & accompanied by the knowledge
and understanding that comes out of His mouth—and no
other mouth is supposed to be listened to by His sons.

- The 2 clauses enforce in the son’s mind that he is to receive
only his Father’s wisdom—and the knowledge and the
understanding that make up the Father’s wisdom only comes
from Him—and He’s the only One the son will listen to, and
will get that wisdom and knowledge and understanding.

- So my understanding is that (:6) in it’s entirety forms the first
component to this body of information—and the action verb that can
be identified as the 1st component is the word giveth.

- Then the rest of the components can be easily identified simply by
pointing to the action verbs in each clause:

2nd Component: layeth up
3rd Component: buckler
4th Component: keepeth

5th Component: preserveth

- Therefore you have a total of 5 Components.
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- So the 5 components of (:6-8) are —

#1—(:6) For the LORD giveth wisdom. out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and understanding.

#2—(:7a) He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous:
#3—(:7b) he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.
#4—(:8a) He keepeth the paths of judgment,

#5—(:8b) and preserveth the way of his saints.

- And my understanding is that this forms a proper post-doctrinal
exhortation that corresponds to the son’s completion of his sonship
establishment.

- And the Father—at the end of sonship establishment—wants to
have his son look back upon the power and the wisdom and the
strength that the Father has built into the curriculum His son is just
about to embark upon—and by doing it this way, He is going to bring
back into His sons heart all of the sober, godly confidence and
establishment-produced enthusiasm for getting his sonship education
underway—and therefore the only natural and reasonable thing for
the son to do is to present himself to his Father for education and
vocational training.

- And for this reason—my understanding is that these 5 components
that make up this exhortation all correspond to those 5 probing
questions that you went through—in that ‘open heart surgery’ that
the Father performed on you in Romans 8:31-39.

- And once that is re-visited once again—by the effectual working of
the exhortations—you as God’s son/daughter should be crying Abba,
Father all the more—and presenting your body as that living sacrifice
is the only natural/reasonable thing for you to do—and it should be
the thing you want to do more than anything else!

- So now let’s see how each of the 5 components of this exhortation matches
up to the 5 probing questions of Romans 8:31-39.

- Now remember that what you were established in—really from
Romans 8:28-39—all of that is what you are supposed to think and
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... operate upon, and rely upon as you live out your sonship life—
and you’re supposed to utilize this information when you get
confronted with opposition from either yourself (as your own worst
enemy) or from the Adversary and his Policy of Evil—or from any of
the sufferings of this present time—or any thing that would scare you
or frighten you or intimidate you or whatever—that would attempt to
make it sothat you would decide NOT to go on with your sonship
education!

- The truth is—the information you learned in Romans
8:28-39 is never to be forgotten—and never to be laid aside
and not to be used—in fact, some of these features will be
(and should be) used by you over and over and over again
for the rest of your sonship life!

- Now when it comes to understanding and appreciating those 5
Probing Questions of Romans 8:31-39—you shouldn’t need any
review on them—in fact, you should be experts with those things by
now—and more than that—if you have any qualms or doubts or
hesitation about presenting your body as a living sacrifice to your
Father, chances are that something in that section of your sonship
establishment has NOT effectually done its job in your inner man
the way it was supposed to!

- And this post-doctrinal exhortation is designed to find that
out!

- Let’s begin matching up the 5 Probing Questions of Romans 8:31-39 with
these 5 Exhortation Components of Proverbs 2:6-8.

- Caution: what we’re after here is to see a matching up of these
issues—more in matters of their genera (or their nature), and not
matching them up terminology-wise.

#1—Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and understanding.

- Matches up with Romans 8:31b—If God be for us, who can
be against us?

- So when it comes to this 1st Probing Question—what is it
talking about—how would you explain it?
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- God being for us is in the sense that (:28-30) set forth—He’s for us
to succeed with our sonship education—and for the purpose of us
being conformed to the image of His Son.

- And while we may have not expressed it a lot when we first went
over this question—the nature of the question is one of POWER!
(If God be for us, VS. who can be against us?)

- And therefore in the issue of God being for us in this sense:
the curriculum has—(and will give us as we go through it)—
all the power we need to deal with everything we could ever
encounter—that’s going to be against us every step of the

way!

- And that’s the issue of recognizing, therefore, God’s power IN the
curriculum—recognizing that every form of doctrine we’re going to
get—and every component in every form of doctrine is to be
recognized by us as the powerful Living words of the Living God
being for us to achieve the objective of our sonship education.

- That’s why over in Ephesians 3:20—at the end of Paul’s
prayer—you have that issue of God’s power being brought
up. (see Eph. 3:20)

- Here, you’re looking at what you’re now learning in Level
II Sonship Education being built upon Level I Sonship
Education AS THE POWER OF GOD WORKING IN YOU!

- And at that particular point, you are to recognize that—even
though you may consider something impossible—God is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think—
according to that power!

- And in Level II you’re going to face some things that your
flesh is going to come along and tell you that ‘It is impossible
for you to succeed—you will NOT be able to handle this...’

- But God tells you that the curriculum is going to be able to
do it!

- And what I’'m telling you is that the issue of God’s power vested in
the curriculum for sonship education is a BIG DEAL—and should be
without a shadow of a doubt in your thinking right now!
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- And right from the beginning of the point of adoption—when the
father first introduces his son to sonship—one of the first things a
father does with his son is to make him aware that the education he is

giving him is the most powerful thing he will ever possess!

- And this concept is a very difficult hurdle to get over—that
God’s greatest manifestation of His power is when His living
words live in you—and that is difficult to appreciate if you
don’t have a proper understanding and appreciation for the
complete anticipation of sonship that a child has under
childhood.

- And what I mean by that is that you can’t have a proper
appreciation for that unless you study it out in God’s word—
sitting back in Ex.-Deut. (esp.), and on through the OT.

- A properly educated Israelite knew that in all that
God was doing for them—great as that was, and as
miraculous as it was—they knew that because they
were locked in under that Law contract, they knew as
children that they were receiving LIMITED POWER
in their lives.

- And that what they were seeing on the ‘outside’
was not the excellency of the power of God.

- And they knew that when the adoption of sons takes
place, that those limitations and those restrictions will
be gone—and the excellency of God’s power will be
something that they could possess & operate upon.

- And it would be the issue of God putting His laws
in their mind and writing it on their heart—and His
words actually living in them!

- And since most Christians today don’t study that out—the
assumption is that the greatest manifestation of God’s power
is in external miracles, signs, and wonders.

- And by the time you get to this 1st Probing Question—you as God’s
son in this dispensation of grace—you should already possess the
realization that you are dealing with the greatest manifestation and
effectual working of God’s power that He has designed to work.
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- And it’s the issue of His living words (in sonship education) living
in His sons to the exact same degree they have lived in His own Son,
when His own Son—in providing for sonship at the cross—
demonstrated it in His own life!

- (And that applies both in God’s program with Israel, and
with us in this dispensation of grace.)

- [That’s part of crying, Abba, Father!]

- And by perceiving the words of understanding that you’re supposed
to be doing in Romans 8:16-39—and especially in (:28-30) and all
that the Father did to forge the curriculum for your success—you
should be able to intelligently confess: If God be for me (and He is
by what He’s just shown me—and all the power is there in that
curriculum), who can be against me? NO ONE CAN!

- And if I fail—it’s because I didn’t avail myself of that power.

- And I failed because I went on the basis of my own power—it can’t
cut it! — but the living words of the Living God, if I let them live in
me, will!
- So this first ‘obstacle’ you are being probed about here in
Romans 8:31 (in view of all that :28-30 told you) — is the
issue of UNDERESTIMATING THAT POWER!

- Now the post-doctrinal exhortation that matches up with that sitting
back in Proverbs 2:6 is—For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

- In other words—all that you need to know wisdom-wise; all you
need to know knowledge-wise; all you need to know understanding-
wise — God is for you—and He’s giving it to you—in the
curriculum, you’re going to find it all.

- And that’s the parallel there—that is, If God is for me (and He is;
and He’s vested the manifestation of the excellency of His power in
that curriculum that is to be written on my heart and live in me) - His
wisdom, knowledge and understanding is there—and I now have it
available to me—then who can be against me?

- Unless this is not effectually working in you—you don’t have any
reason for not presenting your body a living sacrifice, do you?
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- Let’s continue matching up the 5 Probing Questions of Romans 8:31-39 with
the 5 Exhortation Components of Proverbs 2:6-8.

#2—Proverbs 2:7a — He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous:

- Matches up with Romans 8:32—He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things?

- So when it comes to this 2nd Probing Question—what is it talking
about? — how would you explain it?

- Here, our Father is telling us that He is the One who has the power
and the authority to remove His Son from the evil and harm that He is
going to have to go through—where? — on the cross — but even
though He had that power/authority to do so, He spared not his own
Son — He spared NOT — that is, He allowed His own Son to be
delivered unto all the evil and harm that could be thrown at him!

- And this was necessary if you were to ever get justified unto eternal
life! It was necessary if the Redeemer was to fully perform your
redemption!

- And redemption was the necessary means for you to not only get the
debt & penalty of your sins forgiven and receive the righteousness of
Christ imputed to you—but it was the necessary means for you to get
your sanctified position in Christ—the ultimate aspect of which is
your adoptions of sons!

- And the reason that’s supposed to be the impressive thing that it is
at this point in this 2nd probing question—is because nothing can
underscore to you and illustrate to you any more than this act of the
Father not even sparing his own Son, but delivering him up for you,
— nothing can illustrate and underscore to you any more than that,
that when it comes to your Father providing for you what you need to
succeed as His son: THAT HE WITHHOLDS NOTHING FROM
YOU!

- If He didn’t spare his own Son—if that’s the degree of the
investment He’s made, and the degree of the provision He’s made for
your success—then what could possibly be withheld from you to
fully and completely be successful as His son?
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Therefore......
- Do you think that you’re ever going to come to a point
where that curriculum He puts in your hands doesn 't have
the power or the capacity or the ability or the provision for
you to succeed in or with whatever comes your way?

- Do you think that there will be something that will come up
where failure will be imminent? or where danger or harm or
evil will be able to succeed in becoming your demise as His
son? NO! (why? because “He spared not his own Son™!)

- And you’re supposed to not only be suitably impressed with your
Father and His capacity—but now He’s making it so that you look
hard at the curriculum He’s putting into your hands (and that’s going
to effectually work in your inner man) and now become suitably
impressed with what it can do—and the capacity & ability He’s
designed in that curriculum: in that nothing is withheld from you—
— you will have all of its power and might and capacity and ability to
cause you to be successful no matter what comes your way!

- God your Father spared not the thing most dear to Him—his Son—
as your Redeemer—so that you could be justified, sanctified, and
adopted as His son—to make this sonship life possible!

- To make it possible to have that magnificent ‘chain of
provision’ makes it so that all things work together for good
to you! (when you avail yourself of that chain of provision)

... how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- That expression how shall he not is like coming along and saying,
In light of God sparing not His own Son, but delivering him up for
us all — in light of that, it would be ridiculous to think He would do
all that and give all that so that you would fall short because some
where or some place down the line, you don’t have all things you
need in that curriculum for something you face that could cause you
to fail—that wasn’t freely given to you and provided for you to
instead succeed—provided for in the very words of that curriculum
you hold in your hand! (DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE IT!)

- ... freely give us all things — the all things isn’t referring to all
thing in general—but specifically, all the things necessary for your
successful sonship life—ex., the curriculum, the leading of the Spirit,
the opportunities for being vocationally trained, practice, etc., etc.
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- Now when it ¢

omes to matching this 2nd Probing Question up with the

exhortation back in Proverbs chapter 2—(again, not looking for matching
terminology, but matching in nature or genre) - the 2nd Probing Question of

Romans 8:32 ea
layeth up sound

sily matches up with the first clause of Proverbs 2:7 — He
wisdom for the righteous:

- And you should be able to recognize that it’s almost like what the
question is asking in Rom. 8:32 is, Isn’t everything that’s laid up by
my Father going to be freely given to me?

- Aren’t all the things we need for our success as God’s sons
going to be there when we need them?

- And that’s the issue—Yes, He shall freely give us all the
things we need for our success as God’s sons.

- 7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous:

- Notice the Father just spoke about wisdom in (:6) - but now He’s
talking about seund wisdom—and He says that He lays it up—and
that indicates, therefore, that when you need it, it’s going to be there

for you.

- It’s laid up—it’s in reservation and being held for when you
need it—and that’s the emphasis on it being sound wisdom.

- It’s not just wisdom in general—but it’s sound wisdom—and
that particularly pertains to the kind of wisdom you need to be
able to make the programmed or scheduled advancements—
and points of attainments and markers of progress (so to
speak) throughout the education.

- And that’s why it says that He layeth up sound wisdom for the
righteous: — and that’s not just talking about being righteous in the
sense of being justified or saved from the debt & penalty of your sins.

- A son is righteous by nature—because unless he’s been
justified unto eternal life, he’s not a son of God—so a son is
righteous by nature as far as justification is concerned—but
this is not that issue.

- This is the issue of a son of God—as he’s going on in his
sonship education—and the issue of the righteousness that
he’s bringing forth in connection with the decisions he’s
making and the fruit unto holiness he’s producing.
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- And there’s points of progress that the son is making— there’s
identifiable points of attaining a particular skill, and acquiring a
particular measure of understanding—and as that progress is being
made, there are things that are given opportunity-wise to the son—to
especially labor with God in what He’s doing, and to put on display
the success of what has been learned—and to, on the basis of that,
therefore, be able to come along and say, Ok, we’ve learned this, and
we’ve acquired this skill, and now we can move on to this more
advanced issue.

- And the issue of laying up sound wisdom for the righteous—or the
issue of He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? — that’s
the same matter.

- God spared not his own Son so that we could be justified,
sanctified, and His adopted son—and He’s made it, therefore,
so we’re able to successfully progress through our sonship
life—and He put the curriculum together, therefore, in order
for us to meet the objective of it all—and the issue is: as we
go along, Isn’t He going to also freely give us all the things
we need to be able to put the education into practice, and
acquire the training, and acquire the levels of attainment,
and to acquire the points of maturity—and to therefore be
able to mark down successes along the way—and then go on
further? — And, of course, the answer is YES!

- That’s only in keeping with the extreme measures He went
to, in order to give us our adoption in the first place! (He
spared not his own Son!)

- Therefore every sonship grace we need—every opportunity we
need—every opportunity for practice and training to put our Father’s
wisdom on display—and every opportunity to labor with Him that’s
necessary to take something we’ve been educated in and to put it into
practice and to cement the education in our minds and to acquire the
skill from it — we’re going to freely receive all those things!

- And all of that is built into the curriculum—and as we progress
through the curriculum, they’ll be identified—and you’ll come along
and be given an opportunity to train with the very thing you just
learned!
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- And that’s what a son expects his Father to be able to do—
to demonstrate to him what is resident in the curriculum so
that the son can be optimistic that he’s going to be able to
progress—(after all, edification involves a building process,
and therefore a son’s not only building up information, but
he’s building up skills and maturity and experience as far as
the ability to make even wiser decisions and labor more and
more extensively—and to put on display on a regular ongoing
and ever increasing basis, that he’s able to handle more
difficult tasks and deal with the information in a more
comprehensive and a more thought-provoking and a deeper,
more penetrating level).

- And built into the curriculum are all the provisions to do
just that—and you’ll get them freely given to you in the
curriculum as you need them! (And as they’re appropriate
for you to deal with them).

- And you’ll perceive them (the curriculum will make them
obvious to you) - and you’ll be able to avail yourselves of
them—you’ll have the opportunity to do good (so to speak)
in the situation and at a particular level—and demonstrate it
and put it on display.

- And that’s what’s involved in that 2nd Probing Question—(that 2nd
potential obstacle) to succeeding with the sonship education—and that
is that you won’t have all the opportunities you need to be able to
fully train and fully qualify yourself and fully make it to the end.

- And in order to succeed with our sonship education—there has to
be the opportunities to put into practice what you’re learning—it’s

not all ‘book work’ - it’s not all academic — but there’s the issue of
walking worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called (Eph. 4:1).

- And that requires opportunities—and you’ve got to have
them—and you’ve got to be able to recognize them—you’ve
got to recognize (as Prov. 3:3 says) mercy and truth and not
forsake them—and you’ve got to have that mercy and truth
be given to you when you know how to devise that which is
good.

- And the issue in this 2nd Probing Question/2nd Exhortation is that
you are going to get all those things freely given!
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- God has net put the curriculum together and forgotten about freely
giving you all those opportunities.

- And in fact—this is one of the areas in which the
Corinthians had to have their thinking corrected —

- see | Corinthians 15:58—here Paul has just come
through a major corrective-type form of doctrine and
then he exhorts them to put it into practice (always
abounding in the work of the Lord) — and then in
the very next chapter, he shows them, “Here’s a
whole bunch of ways to do that, that you’ve probably
never even thought of!” (see ch. 16:1f¥)

- And all that is part & parcel of being able to lean a form of
doctrine, then perceiving the opportunity to utilize it by
walking worthy of who you are as your Father’s son—and
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called.

- Now you might be tempted to say—Well, that was in Paul’s day and
in a totally different environment that I find myself in in the USA in
2011 — So how are those forms of doctrine going to apply here?

- Well, the issue is—that built into the curriculum is the ability to
perceive those things (i.e., how that form of doctrine can be
applied)—and you will be freely given those opportunities to put that
doctrine into practice.

- And you have to have the confidence (right from the outset in
sonship establishment) that that’s TRUE—that it’s all applicable to
you right now (to a son living in this situation and this environment
as compared to a son living in another situation and another
environment)—and you’ve got to have that kind of confidence and
that optimism about the sonship curriculum—(because thinking
otherwise would produce a pessimistic thinking in respect to
yourself to succeed in it).

- And while you may not have the same situation or same
environment as those you read about in God’s word—the
truth is, you still have an opportunity to put what you learn
into practice and walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you
are called in another sense and in another way!
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- Moving on to the next match up of the 5 Probing Questions of
Romans 8:31-39 with the 5 Exhortation Components of Proverbs 2:6-8 —

- #3—Proverbs 2:7b — he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

- Matches up with Romans 8:33—Who shall lay any thing to
the charge of God'’s elect? It is God that justifieth.

- So again, when it comes to this 3rd Probing Question—what is it
talking about? — how would you explain it?

- As you are aware by now—the final 3 Probing Questions of
Romans 8:33, 34, & 35 all address the kind of stiff opposition that we
will face in our sonship lives—the enemies to sonship edification.

- And that stiff opposition will come in 3 major ways—or in
3 Phases.

- And since nothing in God’s word is given randomly, these “Who”
questions don’t occur randomly—they are given in a particular order.

- And since the very first one (Who shall lat any thing to the charge
of God’s elect?) and it’s corresponding exhortation (ke is a buckler

to them that walk uprightly) - in that very 1st opposition the son will
face is the issue of God being a buckler for him—and a buckler is an
instrument of war—and that indicates that the son is going to be
engaged in a warfare—and that sets in his mind the magnitude of the
kind of opposition he’s going to face.

- So in this warfare of opposition the son faces—there are 3 areas or
3 “fronts’ (so to speak) in which he’s going to have to fight—and my
understanding is that since they’re not given randomly—the 1st Who
question of Rom. 8:33 is going to be the most common and the most
troublesome for you—the 2nd Who question will be the 2nd most
common & troublesome—and the 3rd Who question will be the 3rd
most common & troublesome for you.

- Now as we have come to understand and appreciate already—(and just as a
son is made aware of from the outset that he is going to face some stiff
opposition—setting there in Proverbs 1:7 he’s told what the first, the most
common, the most often troublesome enemy that will attempt to derail his
sonship education and that he’s going to have to fight [The fear of the LORD
is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.] - is
himself) — you are your own worst enemy!
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- And that’s your first form of opposition—because if you’re going
to be a fool—then you’ve caved in to some opposition that desires
you to be a fool—and if you’ve despised wisdom and instruction—
then you have listened to a source of opposition that’s opposed to the
Lord wanting to educate you as His son—and that opposition is
coming straight from you, yourself!

- Your first form of opposition is YOURSELF—and to be
more explicit: sin in your members.

- And that’s the very thing you’re taught about in Romans
6, 7, and the first 13 verses of chapter 8—before you get to
sonship.

- And because that is the greatest, most common opposition
to your sonship life—that’s why so much time is spent on
that issue—and that’s why so much is taught to you about it
as a lead in to sonship in the book of Romans!

- Sins mastership in your members has been broken, all well
and good, but it’s still there! — It’s still in your members—
it still has that lust and it makes it’s appeal—you don’t have
to obey it, but it’s still there—it’s constant, it’s relentless, and
it’s the most common opposition a son will ever face.

- Now in view of the 3rd Probing Question of Romans 8:33—Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? — if you
intelligently understand & appreciate what the probing question is
asking and going after—it should follow that you intelligently
understand & appreciate the godly remedy and why the issue of that
remedy is: It is God that justifieth.

- You know that what this probing question is going after is the issue
of that first aspect of your inheritance—as an keir of God you are set
to inherit the “kingdom of God” — which is NOT just another way of
saying that you will have eternal life and live in heaven with God in

a new, glorified, immortal body—but it’s an inheritance that is
directly related to your Father’s business!

- And you have been informed that as an heir of God your Heavenly
Father, you’re going to be in that creature—and as a member of the
new creature, you’re going to have a part in liberating the creature
from the bondage of corruption!
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- So now—put yourself in your Father’s position—and through your
Father’s eyes—and with His attitude toward what it means for you to
be His heir—how would you answer the probing question of (:33)?

- When You have provided all that you’ve said you’ve provided for in
(:28-30) - when Your son comes to you and has muffed-up in his own
sonship curriculum so badly that he stands before you “charged” with
something that could mean he would actually fail to receive his

“heir of God” inheritance—what would you say to him in order to
relieve his shaken confidence that, because of his own stupidity and
foolishness whereby he has become his own enemy to his sonship
life—what would you say to him to get him to ‘wise-up’ and stop
feeling guilty, self-pity, despondent, discouraged, and depressed—and
get up, dust off, and go on?

- You’d say, “Look son, stop dragging your tail, I justified you in the
first place, didn’t I? And you how permanent your justification is,
right? Ok, I just didn’t just justify you unto eternal life permanently,
but in your justification you also became my permanent heir because
you are a permanent member of my family, aren’t you? So son, is
there any thing or any way that you could possibly loose your
inheritance as my son? or fail to get your inheritance as my son?”

— No? So what’s the problem? —

- And as I’ve pointed out before—it’s perfectly appropriate (and even
the most excellent) way to talk about this as a justification issue
because as you learned back in Romans 1:1-4, the gospel of God or
gospel of Christ is composed of both your justification and your
sanctification—but you can’t learn about sanctification until you

first learn about justification!

- And your Father wants you thinking about your justification here;
but NOT in connection with anything to do with your eternally
secure “at-one-ment” (as a re-cap of Romans 1-5) - but He wants you
thinking about justification in a specific way— (with you as His
heir) — and when you do that, you should think about the strength
of Him justifying you—and the strength of Him justifying you
doesn’t only make your eternal life secure—it makes your
inheritance as an heir of God eternally secure as well!

- And just as secure as you are in the fact that you’re going
to go to God’s heaven when you die and have eternal life
with Him forever—you, as a member of His family, are just
as secure in the fact that as a son, you’re going to inherit the
kingdom of God in the creature NO MATTER WHAT!
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- So that solves the problem of you as a son, ever becoming depressed
or despondent or full of self-pity when you’ve muffed up in the
curriculum for sonship education to where a “charge” could be laid
upon you that would make so that you fail to receive your sonship
inheritance as an heir of God!

- And when the time comes when a charge could be laid against you,
your Father says, “Look at it, son, from my perspective—I justified
you; I knew what I was doing when I did it; the strength of what I
did to justify you makes it so that you have that inheritance as my
adopted son—that’s yours! — and there’s nothing you could ever do
to thwart that inheritance being yours!”

- And that’s His attitude towards me, being His heir!

- You see, this isn’t trying to work out some doctrinal issue in the
“doctrine of justification” at all—it’s taking what you’ve already been
told and now gaining the Father’s own attitude towards it all
(towards you as His justified, adopted son who is now a member of
His family and an heir of Himself).

- And this should make a huge impact upon your heart (your
inner man) - it should have a ‘kick’ to it—because you’re
now thinking about justification (not as merely permanently
secure and “at-one” with God) - but as a son who also has
the strength of that permanent justification being extended to
your inheritance as an /eir of God your Father!

- And the issue is—what my Father’s done for me as His heir,
and His attitude toward me as His heir, doesn’t hinge upon
me screwing up (sinning-wise)! (What a joy that is!)

- And the ‘kicker’ is: GOD HAS DESIGNED (IN ADVANCE)
FOR HIS SON’S OWN FAILURES—and He’s designed for those
failures NOT to be a devastating thing (something that so
overwhelms you that it becomes a fatal blow to your sonship life!)

- Ok—now let’s take that issue of the 3rd Probing Question (and it’s godly
remedy) and see how it matches up with Proverbs 2:7b—when you’re
informed about the kind of opposition you’ll face—and the full capacity of
the curriculum to deal with the problems that we encounter as sons—and here
in (:7b) we deal with the first enemy we’ll face (and the warfare that will take
place with it) - and God says that He’s a buckler to them that walk uprightly.
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- (And here’s where you’ll get an appreciation for why it says
buckler and not “shield”) - [which every modern English
translation of the Bible changes from buckler to “shield.”]

- First of all—a buckler is a kind of shield—but buckler and shield do
NOT mean the same thing—that is, buckler isn’t just another way of
saying “a shield.”

- Notice: in numerous passages God uses both buckler and
shield together—but note just one passage: Psalm 91:4 (read)

- A buckler is actually a species of a shield—it’s a particular kind of
shield—but it’s not designed to do what a full body-shield does—
which is what a shield is all about—a full body shield is primarily
designed to get your entire body behind—and to deflect anything that
comes your way—(like in Eph. 6 the shield of faith—which is what
you hide behind when those fiery darts come your way—or when the
arrows come at you—or the big rocks are coming in from the slings
and catapults that are used against a standing army).

- Unlike the shield—a buckler is used in hand-to-hand combat!

- The buckler is the soldier’s weapon against another soldier!
- (In other words—another person, just like himself!)

- The buckler is the shield or weapon that the soldier never puts
down!
- In fact, it’s usually strapped on to his arm—it can’t come
off—he can’t lose it.

- He can lay down his body-shield—in fact, once the arrows
and the darts and the slings are done, the soldier usually does
drop his body-shield—and then he charges the other soldiers
with his sword in his right hand and his buckler on his left
arm—the buckler is attached to his arm, it never comes off.

- And what I’m saying in all this is that this is the kind of terminology
you would be utilizing to describe a defensive, protection-type piece
of armament (so to speak) to deal with your constant and closest
opponent! (Just like in hand-to-hand, arm-to-arm combat!)

- And that exactly what you’re dealing with when you’re dealing with
YOURSELF—when you’re dealing with sin in your members—that’s
your closest and constant opponent!
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- The truth is—the Adversary can’t even be described like that with
us.
- He may be our most determined opponent—but he’s not
always close—and he’s not always there.

- But sin in our members always is!

- And that’s why the buckler term is used in connection with that
issue.

- And the kind of opposition that sin in our members always rears its
ugly head in opposition to is when we’re walking uprightly!

- It’s when we’re walking after the Spirit that the flesh lusts
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.

(Which you’re taught about in Romans 6:1-8:13, and over in
Galatians).

- Therefore, when it says in Proverbs 2:7b, he is a buckler to them
that walk uprightly—our Father is dealing with what He has built
into the curriculum that’s designed to be able to deal with sin in our
members—our most constant, closest, and most frequent
opponent: OURSELVES!

- And it’s especially important when we do fail—when we
do yield to that opposition of the lust of our flesh—and we
stop walking uprightly.

- And there’s particular information that God has built into the
curriculum that He wants us to operate upon when this kind of
opposition gets the best of us—which is designed to recover ourselves
and go on.

- It’s kind of like you’re the soldier there with your buckler on—and
you get knocked down—what do you do now? — well, the buckler
actually gives you the capacity to get back up again—(that’ one of
its most important reasons for its design and its purpose: giving the
soldier the capacity to get back up again) — it’s recognized that the
soldier will get knocked down in combat—but this piece of his
armament allows for him to put it to use in order to regain his footing
and stand back up and get back into the fight!

- It’s an ingenious defensive implement of war!
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- The proper use of the buckler was not to hold it in your hand, but to
have it actually laced on to your arm with leather straps—and then
the soldiers would put water on the leather to shrink it and tighten it
up on the arm so it couldn’t turn on the arm—and so it would always
be facing out toward the enemy—and the buckler would be made of
some kind of metal plate with another piece of metal attached to it
that stuck out or had a point on it so it could produce a glancing blow
from the enemy’s sword.

- And when the soldier was down on the ground he could put his
left arm up with the buckler on it—and he would be able to deflect
the blows from his enemy with that buckler—just long enough for
him to put his hand (that had his sword in it) down on the ground
and be able to push himself back up.

- And that’s why it had the shape that it had—and was small
enough for maneuverability.

- And when you think of all those things—you begin to realize the
precision of what God has done—and the terminology He has
chosen ...

- He’s dealing with the first form of opposition, and the most
common form of opposition we face—and He uses
terminology to describe the close, hand-to-hand, arm-to-arm
combat that a soldier has—which illustrates the close,
constant, one-on-one type battle that we would have with

sin in our members (with that opposition coming from
within our own selves) — and then He puts it together with
the issue of walking uprightly (and that has to do with what
we’re trying to do as sons)—[the issue with a soldier isn’t one
of walking uprightly] - but the issue is that in fighting, the
soldier has to stand—and he has to be upright—he can’t
fight on his back.

- But the issue is that the opponent wants to get him on his
back—and when he’s on his back, he’s failed in his
position—and he has been knocked down; he has been
overcome by his opponent.

- But the issue is: he doesn’t have to give up—he doesn’t
have to open his arms (so to speak) and let his opponent
put his sword to his throat and claim, “Victory!”
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- He’s got that buckler up—he can deflect all those blows—
and it enables him to get back up again.

- And that’s the concept in connection to us walking uprightly—that’s
the position we’re supposed to be in—and the closest, most common,
powerful opponent we face is ourselves when we fail by yielding to
sin in our members as its lusts come along as we’re walking uprightly
- that buckler does the very thing that’s described in our epistles
(especially in Romans 6, 7, and 8).

- And when we do fail because we stupidly yield ourselves to the lust
of our flesh—our Father has given us something in the curriculum
that we’re supposed to think about—and something He tells us to
operate upon—and it enables us to, when we are knocked down and
fail to continue to walk uprightly, to get back up and go on.

- And that’s the way in which the 3rd Probing Question of Romans
8:33 matches up with the son’s Exhortation to his Commitment to
the Effectual Working of what he Learns in Proverbs 2:7b!

- Let’s move on to the next match up of the 5 Probing Questions contained in
Romans 8:31-39 with the corresponding Exhortation for the son’s
Commitment to the Effectual Working of what he Learns—over in Proverbs
2:6-8 —

#4—Proverbs 2:8a — He keepeth the paths of judgment,

(The 4th Component of Proverbs 2:6-8)

- Matches up with the 4th Probing Question of Romans 8:34
—Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand

of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

- So when it comes to this 4th Probing Question—what is it talking
about—How would you explain it?

- My understanding is that what we’re dealing with here in (:34) is “Part B”
(so to speak) when it comes to the issue of us being our own worst enemy.

- And the condemnation issue here that is different from the charge
being laid against us issue of (:33) is the kind of condemnation that a
son can bring upon himself because of the kind of failures that a son
can make that are not legal violations of God’s holiness and
righteousness in his walk (like sinful behavior would be) - but are
another kind of failures which are more along the lines of that sonship
stupidity we’ve often talked about.
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- Because they are failures in the sense of not wanting to (or not being
willing to) respond positively and properly to issues in our sonship
curriculum and in our sonship lives—that we have every legal right
given to us as a son to say “no” to, if we want to— but we’re also
told by our Father that it’s stupid and foolish for us to do that!

- But He’s not going to come along and ‘whack’ us with a
cane or anything along those lines—He’s dealing with us as
adult sons—and if we choose to ‘opt out” — then we also
choose the consequences that go along with that.

- And this is the ‘other side of the coin’ of us being our own worst

enemy—because when you look at the issue of sonship itself—and
what the sonship life of a son is all about—there really are only 2
ways in which a son can fail his Father:

- One is by the legal offences of participating in outright
sinful, course-of-the-world behavior—as if he didn’t care at
all that he was a justified/sanctified son.

- And the other is to opt out of participating in these grace
features of his sonship.

- Both kind of failures will produce grief and godly sorrow in a son—
(if he’s sensitive to his failures) —but both will net produce
(necessarily) the exact same kind of viewpoint when the failures are
acknowledged.

- And when it comes to the failures in connection with having
opted out of, or chosen not to fully participate in those
sonship graces (or opportunities & honors & privileges) and
the like—the kind of self-recrimination & condemnation that
comes upon a son when he has to face up to the fact that that’s
what he’s been doing—his outlook (viewpoint) then is,

“I might as well not even bother going on” — it’s kind of like
thinking “I’ve fallen so far behind—I’ve made such a mess
out of this—it’s just not worth it.”

- And that’s putting it mildly!!!

- This gets even more personal and more emotional
than “Part A” of (:33).

- It’s important to recognize that the condemnation being spoken
about here is not a condemnation in the legal sense of the word.
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- Rather it’s a self-condemnation that takes place when you ‘opt out’
of the sonship graces—those grace-given opportunities and honors
and privileges built within the curriculum to participate in certain
activities that (even though they may seem at times repugnant and
distasteful and repulsive [and sometimes dangerous]) they are
nevertheless designed for you to participate in because they are all
opportunities for you to be conformed to the image of Christ, which
is what you have been ‘predestined’ for in the first place.

- And because you are treated by your Heavenly Father as an adult
son—you have every right to ‘opt out’ of these sonship graces if you
so desire.

- However in doing so, you also opt for the consequences of your
decision.

- Therefore the time will come as you continue on in your sonship
life where you are going to encounter problems associated with your
foolish decision to ‘opt out’ of these sonship graces—and when those
problems arise and you begin to recognize your foolish/stupid
mistake, and realize how it puts your joint-inheritance with Christ
in jeopardy, and therefore you internalize all of the guilt and turmoil
and remorse that arises in your heart because of it—to the point of
becoming wretched in your inner man—the result will be you
viewing yourself as a total failure—a failure so bad, and to such a
degree that unless there is a godly remedy for it and another
viewpoint of it, you will end up, in the end, just giving up and not
going on in your sonship life.

- And this is the area in which you can get into that condition
(like the Corinthians did) in which you become (as Paul
describes it), straitened in your own bowels — which we
looked at in some detail when we first went through this.

- Now the godly remedy (/¢ is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.) — that godly remedy is NOT talking about a
‘doctrinal remedy’ — but it’s a remedy contained in the Lord
Jesus Christ’s ATTITUDE—it’s the issue of us setting our thinking
upon a particular attitude that the Lord has as an heir, Himself—and
that attitude becomes our remedy—(just as the attitude of the Father
was the remedy in the 3rd Probing Question).
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- And that attitude (of viewing things the same way, and with the
same attitude of Christ Himself) — that attitude that you are to have
as a son as well—makes it so that you have the exact attitude of the
Son as His Father’s heir and vou being a joint-heir with Him—and it’s
that attitude that makes it so that you’re able to realize that He’s not
mad, He’s not thrown for a loop, He’s not giving up on you, He’s not
looking at you as a failure, He’s not ‘throwing in the towel’ .. or
anything along those lines at all—far from it! God forbid!

- Rather, He’s always ‘at the ready’ to go to work for you—in your
stead—and make intercession for you to the Father!

- You see, that’s not a remedy that can be produced
academically — that’s something that requires an attitude—
(an attitude from the Son’s point-perspective)!!!

- Now since He died so you could be conformed to his image; and
was raised from the dead, and is at the Father’s right hand as a Son
who has received his sonship promotion—and along with that, his
sonship inheritance to be the ‘head’ of the new creature of the church,
the body of Christ—He, therefore, is in the position to make
intercession for you in connection with each one of those things that
you’re failing at; and that you’re refusing to participate in; and that
you’re balking at—because all those are things that pertain to you
being conformed to Him!

- Those are all issues of you going through the very same kind
of things that He went through in His sonship life!

- And because they are of that nature—He can come along and go to
your Father in connection with each of those things and adequately
describe the difficulty that there is in that sonship grace or
privilege or opportunity!

- (Not that He has to persuade the Father of it—or make Him
aware of it—or anything along those lines—but the issue is
that they can have communion & fellowship about it!)

- And that’s important because coming out of that communion &
fellowship is that there’s sympathy on both of their parts in
connection with when we do fail! — (They don’t come along and
say, ‘Aw, you stupid son! What’s the matter with you? You might
as well just give up and go away and eat worms!”)
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- NO! There is with the Father and with the Son, the issue of
genuine (godly) sympathy and genuine (godly) empathy for us!

- And the reason that’s important is that what comes out of that
godly sympathy & empathy is the issue of encouragement from
both of them for us to GO ON — and to go back and get those
participation opportunities and grab on to them and, instead of opting
out of them—participate in them, and function in them, and get the
wisdom and the experience and skill-development that they are
designed to give us that will conform us to the image of Christ!

- And that encouragement is there—and more than that, neither the
Father nor the Son is going to come along and think one bit less
of us!
- Because the issue with them is that they expect us to go
back — and encourage us to go back and get all that we
need—and then go on, and keep going on!

- And so that intercession isn’t a legal intercession at all—(because
the legal aspect of us being our own worst enemy has already been
taken care of in [:33]).

- This intercession is the intercession of encouragement—and the
intercession of help!

- And therefore we have no right (so to speak) to come to our Father
when those kind of condemnation-producing failures occur in our
sonship life with our ‘tail between our legs’ - and be pessimistic and
wretched in our thinking—afraid our Father is going to ridicule us or
chew us out or ‘skin us alive’ (hide us) - or anything along those
lines!

- The Lord Jesus Christ intercedes for us—and provides for
a fellowship & communion between Him and His Father so
that—far from us ever losing our join-inheritance with
Him—both He and His Father sympathize and empathize
with us, and encouragement comes from the curriculum to us
that effectually works to make us not quit and not give up,
but to keep on going and get those sonship graces &
privileges and get our ‘table of likes and dislikes’ matching
up with theirs and therefore joyfully participate in them—
even in those that would be the most severe and the most
horrifying to us, naturally!
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- Now when you go to match up the 4th Probing Question of Romans 8:34
with the corresponding Exhortation to the Son’s Commitment to the Effectual
Working of what He Learns — the corresponding Exhortation being given in
Proverbs 2:8a (He keepeth the paths of judgment) — let’s first of all take note
of where the son is first made aware of this “Part B” (so to speak) of himself
being his own worst enemy—because what you’ll be able to put together is
the issue of just how you’re going to be tempted to fail to get the full effectual
working of what you learn and instead opt for some other option that appears
more attractive and more alluring to you than what your Father teaches you.

- Granted, we learn from Romans 8:34 that the 4th Probing Question
is all about us failing to participate in those sonship graces being
offered to us as our vocational training devices (so to speak) - but we
instead opt out of those sonship grace opportunities.

- But what we need to recognize and appreciate is that the
consequences of opting out of sonship graces means that we opt for
some other paths that we are going to walk instead of what our
Father wants us to walk.

- And there is something already in place and waiting for you when
you opt out of walking in the paths your Father wants you to walk—
and the offer of another path will be made to you—and will look far
more attractive and alluring to you (that is to your flesh) rather than
the paths your Father offers to you in your sonship education.

- And so let’s just identify what that “something” is that waits in
readiness to offer you an alternative path rather than your sonship
path.

- Proverbs 1:10—After you have been made aware (from 1:7) that your first
enemy to the success of your sonship life will be you, yourself (and
the sin in your members) making it so that you foolishly despise
wisdom and instruction—verses 10 and ff set forth your second
enemy to your sonship success—and it still is you, yourself—but now
there is this other entity that temps you in a specific way so that you
opt for an alternative path than that of your Father’s instruction.

- (read :1-19)
- (:10) - Where do you encounter sinners? — In the world.—And the

course of this world, and the world’s enticements are going to set
before the son powerful alternatives to the paths he’s walking!
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- Because as soon a you start “walking” as a son—the world has got
the right—(that is, it’s so charted out by the Adversary and is so
constructed [so to speak] - that it has built into it automatic resistance
to godliness) — and when sons begin to walk the course of their
sonship education—and come to the issue of having to make
decisions in regard to which path to walk—when they’re in a position
of making a sonship decision with respect to a particular path to walk,
then due to the way in which the course of this world has been
constructed and composed by the Adversary as the “prince of the
power of the air” — it has got built into it an automatic response to
godliness, and to offer an ungodly alternative as a different path to
choose!
- And everything you read in Pro. 1:11-14 especially—if you
pay attention to what’s being said—you will realize that all
that’s being said and done there is something that feeds
your lust—it’s lust-feeding—and that’s the genius of what is
built in to the course of this world—and the course of this
world is designed to feed all 3 categories of lusts (as John
puts it in I John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world.)

- And the course of this world is designed to exploit those
lusts—to feed those lusts—to develop those lusts—and to
have the course follow those lusts—and the things that are
done by men in this world because of those 3 things!

- And the issue is—that even though we are justified,
sanctified saints with the power of sin broken and we are
therefore dead to sin—the truth of the matter is that sin is
still in our members and when that is combined with living
in this world and in the environment of the course of this
world—sin in our members is going to appeal to us to follow
a path that is in connection with the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—and when we therefore
choose to opt out of walking our Father’s path (one of those
sonship graces), we end up walking on the path of this world.

- And that’s why, in Proverbs, as soon as the father knew that his son
had made the decision to not be a fool but to be a wise son from the
outset—because he’s made that decision, he’s going to invoke the
opposition from the world that is naturally reactive to godliness.
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- And every decision the son makes from now on is going to
be met with opposition from the world.

- And since that’s the case—that’s why when God probes your heart
in regard to you being your own worst enemy whereby you could opt
out of following His paths (of sonship grace opportunities for your
vocational training) - [and He says, Who is he that condemneth?] -
and you instead opt for following a path of the course of this world
and because of doing that and becoming condemned in your thinking
to the point where you see yourself as so wretched that you just want
to throw in the towel and give up —that’s why He says in the
corresponding Exhortation that He keepeth the paths of judgment.

- Because the paths of judgment is the issue of the son making
decisions to walk a particular path of sonship righteousness, and a
good path—not an ungodly, worldly path.

- And the issue is that every time you as a son make a decision—the
world is going to be there with its enticements to walk another path—
and built into the curriculum is the ability to make those righteous-
path decisions — and also built into the curriculum is the provision
for when the son does foolishly opt for going in a worldly direction,
the Father can get him back on the paths of judgment.

- And that’s the issue in keeping the paths of judgment—
it’s not the issue of making it so the son never makes a wrong
decision (because as an adult son, you’re given the ability to
make a decision on your own) — but the issue is that, built
into the curriculum is the capacity to recover from a lousy,
poor decision—and to get back on making proper and right
decisions.

- And for us—that godly remedy of Romans 8:34 is the
mechanical means for us as sons to recover from the paths of
the world we chose and to get back to those paths of judgment
that our Father offers to us.

- By the way, you can see a parallel to this issue of
being condemned in opting out of the Father’s paths
of sonship vocational training and opting instead for
the paths this world has to offer over in I Cor. in the
issues surrounding the corrective doctrine concerning
the Lord’s Table—(I Cor. 11:31-32).
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- We’re now going to look at the final matching up of the 5 Probing Question
of Romans 8:31-39 with the corresponding Exhortation to the Son’s
Commitment to the Effectual Working of What he Learns over in Proverbs
2:6-9.

#5—Proverbs 2:8b — and preserveth the way of his saints.

- Matches up (or corresponds) with the 5th Probing Question
of Romans 8:35 (and really all the way down to :39) —

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

- So when it comes to this 5th Probing Question—what is it talking
about? How would you explain it?

- My understanding is that you have to be able to approach this question (and
all these probing questions) with an adequate sonship kind of intelligence that
enables you to understand and appreciate what the question is asking, why it’s
asking it; and why God has us look back to the 44th Psalm as a parallel issue
for us as sons to grab a hold of and begin bringing relief to our fearful, panic-
stricken heart and begin the process of fully settling the matter of our godly
attitude of confidence, assurance, and conviction in our Father’s gearing us
for success so that we will never abandon His education of us as His sons.

35 (The final probing question) Who (the Adversary, Satan himself) shall
separate us firom the love of Christ? (the very love Christ himself has, and
the very love we have now come to possess for the status as sons, for the
sonship life, and for attaining all of its aims, goals, and objectives) shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? (a scope of the 7 categories of ‘separation tactics’ that are at the
Adversary’s disposal in his policy of evil to ply against you in order to attack
your soul — and through fear, produce a ‘wedge’ in order to separate you
from your love of living out your sonship life—each category being designed
to kill our desire to go on with our sonship education and put that education to
death within us—[death being defined as ‘separation’])
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- And why would the Adversary want to separate us from that love?
- Why does the Adversary hate your sonship life so much?

- (Actually the answer is in the first 3 words of the quote from
Psalm 44:22).

36 As it is written (there is a parallel issue and concept to what we will suffer
at the hands of the Adversary and his policy of evil with what the remnant of
Israel will suffer [having received the adoption of sons] during the final
installment of God’s program with Israel), For thy sake (the soberness of
thinking that all these things have an ulterior motive and reason—one in
which there is a direct benefit and profit for our Father’s cause with us as His
sons—a benefit & profit for our new-found Father & son relationship and for
the ultimate goal of what our Father is going to do with us as His sons) we are
killed all the day long (all these things will come upon us and there will be no
intervening of our Father to stop any of it—we are going to experience these
things all the time—for the duration of this dispensation of grace); we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter (the Adversary and his policy of evil
will be allowed by our Father to go right after us and even slaughter us if he
can and if he so desires).

- And our Adversary does indeed hate our sonship life—why?

- Because of that “For thy sake” issue—because he knows exactly
what our sonship life is for—he now knows (due to the “revelation of
the mystery”) what our Father intends to do with us as educated sons;
and he knows that we are the biggest threat to him losing his
contention to be “like the most High” - we pose the greatest threat to
him retaining his usurpation and possession and rulership of the
heavenly places—of possessing & ruling the creature!

- We, as the new creature are going to be the means by which
our Father is going to dismantle, demolish, and destroy the
Satanic policy of evil in the heavenly places. We are a

direct threat to the success of Satan’s designs on God’s
kingdom!

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us.

- Notice that it’s “in” all these things—not ‘removed from all these
things’ or ‘God intervening in all these things’! No!
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- And that issue of being a more than conqueror is the issue of our
Father writing into the curriculum for our sonship education the
ability and the capacity to take anything and everything that the
Satanic Policy of Evil can throw at you—and He’s going to take that
policy of evil and all of its afflictions and sufferings (that get
described there in [:35] in those 7 categories) and instead of them
being thwarting and hindering and defeating to us as sons—they
actually have an integral roll in our conformity into the image of
His Son!

- And He’s going to utilize them—they are actually helpful; and
beneficial; and contribute to our success as sons!!!

- And that’s what is so important—and the important meaning behind
what it means to be more than a conqueror—because it’s not just
being victorious—but it’s taking what the Adversary means for your
defeat, and not just not being defeated by them, but overcoming them
and enduring them, and being victorious over them—but actually
causing them to be turned around to CONTRIBUTE to our sonship
education!!! (WOW!!!)

- And therefore, the things that we experience under the Adversary’s
Policy of Evil not only work to our benefit and to our profit when it
comes to the issue of us being conformed to the image of God’s Son
— but also, as the Adversary goes through each one of his tactics and
all the things that he’s able to work against us, and employs each one
of the weapons in his arsenal (so to speak) - there’s actually a
propelling effect to that—that moves us on—and produces more
developmental and progressive conformity to the image of Christ!

- And really, there’s even more to it than that—because one of the
benefits we get out of going through those sufferings—(because
we’re having to deal with the Adversary in connection with being
more than conquerors in connection with his policy of evil) — is the
fact that we get some skills out of it in connection with some things
that we are taught when it comes to handling the particular things he
does that would produce the various forms of tribulation or distress,
etc., and the things that are built into the curriculum that we are
taught, (along with these things), actually give us insight into the way
in which the angelic realm operates; and the way in which the angels
think—and we get skills out of it that fall into that “more than
conqueror” concept—and that give more meaning and greater
significance to the profit & benefit that we’re getting out of this.
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38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Really, (:38-39) is an assessment of your sonship life under the
influence of the Satanic Policy of Evil.

- And what you end up with in (:38-39) is the effectual working of
(:36-37) coming along and saying: THE FEAR CAN BE
HANDLED! — the intimidation can be dealt with!

- For I am persuaded — This is the natural assessment of being told
(in advance) by your Father what you’re going to face from the policy
of evil—and as you’ve gone through the process of the godly remedy
of (:36-37) — the “job” that these verses are supposed to have done is
that they have not just been ‘thought’ about—but that they have
moved out of your thinking (out of your human spirit) and into your
soul, and you have been put in that ‘virtual reality’ that God’s word
has the capacity to do to you (like the old ‘News Reels” : “And you
were there!”)—and you realize that when it comes to this assessment
you’re making now, the things that are listed in (:38-39) are all issues
that have to do with the power and the range and the focused areas of
operation, of resistance, and of oppesition of the Adversary’s policy
of evil—all of which you’ve had occur to your thinking—and all of
which you realize (or should realize) has the capacity to separate you
from the love of Christ—all of which you are now persuaded that the
curriculum that your Father has written can handle — to the tune of
Romans 8:28, and 8:37—and without one iota of human, fleshly,
carnal bravado, you can say, This love of Christ I now have is the
greatest thing in my life, and nothing can separate me from it!

- Then we have that list of 10 things that should have come to mind as we
went though sonship orientation and sonship establishment— that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ...

- These are not random—in fact, they form into couplets & triplets.

- (See #45 — go through the 4 components)

- Then we have— shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord (“in Christ” - you’ve come full circle in your sanct.)
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- Now when it comes to matching up the 5th Probing Question with the
corresponding Exhortation to the son’s Commitment to the Effectual Working
of What He Learns (over in Proverbs 2:6-9) — the 5th Probing Question of
Romans 8:35-39 matches up with the final component of Proverbs 2:6-8—
which is the issue in (:8b) that the LORD preserveth the way of his saints.

- Now when it comes to this final Probing Questions and corresponding
Exhortation—we know that we’re dealing with the 3rd and final enemy to our
sonship edification—which is the Adversary, Satan himself.

- And when we looked at the issue of our first 2 enemies to our sonship
edification (you, yourself as your own worst enemy) - we saw that early on
the father made the son aware of both of those enemies—(over in Proverbs
chapter 1).

- But for this 3rd enemy (the Adversary) - we don’t find this enemy being
talked about in Proverbs chapter 1—and therefore when you come to chapter
2—and you’re looking at the words of understanding with more perception—
it’s not until you come down to the exhortation of Proverbs 2:7 itself where
you begin to encounter what God says about what He does and how He
functions and what He’s built into the curriculum to deal with any and all
opposition—and because of what you’ve already been told, when the Father
says that He’ll be a buckler, and He’ll keep the paths of judgment, you might
think that that’s all there is to our opposition—but there’s one more.

- And that’s the issue of when He says: and preserveth the way of his saints.

- And now a son is confronted with one that he really hasn’t had any need to
deal with yet (his father has said nothing about it yet) - but he now needs to
realize that there’s a form of opposition that is dedicated to making it so that
the overall WAY (singular) that the son is on—there’s one particular form of
opposition that its entire focus of attention is going to be to prevent the son
from fulfilling that WAY, and meeting the objective at the end of it!

- And there’s a reason why He says that He preserveth the way of his saints.

- Notice that He doesn’t say that He preserveth the way of his sons—but God
instead uses the word saints—

- And the reason for this has to do with what the word saints means—it means
ones who have been set apart unto God, in general—but saints when they’re
being spoken about in connection with sonship more specifically looks at
what the son is set apart unto in connection with his sonship education.
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- He’s set apart unto meeting and achieving an objective at the END of the
whole thing.

- And therefore, there’s a SINGULAR WAY that runs from the beginning of
sonship education to the end of it!

- And achieving the overall objective of that way is going to involve the son
being set apart unto achieving that objective throughout the entire course of
the curriculum.

- Well—there’s one form of opposition that knows that way as well as the
Father did who put it together—and there’s one form of opposition that can’t
afford to have the son make it to the end.

- The “world” really doesn’t care if you make it to the end or not—and “sin in
your members” really doesn't care if you make it to the end or not—but the
Adversary does!

- Because he’s the only one who is really hurt by a son making it to the end of
the way.

- And it’s once the son is on the way—and is demonstrating his ability to deal
with sin in his members and the world’s opposition, that the Adversary then
earns the right to begin to oppose the son in the way.

- And that’s why—in (:10-20) in chapter 2 of Proverbs—the Father then goes
on and says to the son, more or less— “Now we’ve got to take a look at the
words of understanding even more closely than we just have—because now
we have to look at it in connection with this 3rd and final component of
opposition.”

- “And you need to know, son, that when wisdom enters into your heart, and
knowledge is pleasant unto your soul—discretion shall preserve thee,
understanding shall keep thee: to deliver you from the WAY of the evil man
(verses 12-15) - and then to deliver thee from the strange woman (verses 16-
20).”

- And the evil man and the strange woman are the 2 components of the
Adversary’s opposition that you’ll be up against.

- They’re not the most constant—and they’re not the most frequent
opposition—but they’re the most devastating if you’re overcome by them.
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- And the main reason for that is that (even though the first 2 forms of
opposition: those 2 aspects of yourself being your own worst enemy) —
when it comes to that singular way—they can trip you up, they can knock you
down, they can cause you some real problems—more often than not though,
they don’t make it so that you can never get to the end of the way. (That is,
it’s not their goal to do that).

- But the Adversary’s goal is to do that—to make it so you don’t finish on the
way.

- And really—the Adversary’s opposition is designed to make it so that you
don’t want to walk that way any more!

- The Adversary’s tactic isn’t to make it so that you simply choose
(preference-wise) to not walk the way any more—but its to make it so that
you choose not to walk the way any longer because you don’t want to face the
consequences of doing it any more!

- IT IS OUTRIGHT INTIMIDATION! — It is outright “scare the pants off
you.” And you don't want to go on any more.

- And when you think about what all the sufferings of Christ are all about,
that’s what this is all about—and that’s why in Romans 8:35 you have that list
of those 7 things that the Adversary will do to try to separate you from the
love of Christ.

- And what you have described in Proverbs 2:10-20 is really only ‘round 1’ so
to speak of the Policy of Evil—and that’s why you have the issue of the
strange woman being brought up again over in Proverbs 7.

- But the issue for the son at this point is—that in view of the Adversary’s
opposition to you succeeding to the very end of the way—God’s got it all
covered—He has built into the curriculum the means for preserving the way
of his saints—and He’s going to function in a way that provides for
preserving that way you’re walking to the very end objective of it all.

- And at the outset—you’re made aware (from Romans 8:36-39) that God
does have it all covered—that more than merely enduring the separation
tactics of the Adversary, you can be more than conquerors of those tactics—
and then you get all that information contained in II Cor. that provides for
your enduring the sufferings of Christ when they come—and the curriculum
has progressive information in it that makes it so that you first become willing
to endure them; then to rejoice in them; and finally to desire them!
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- And you find out from the 5th Probing Question of Romans 8:35 that the
objective of the Adversary is to drive a wedge between you and the love of
Christ—because that will make it so that you don’t want to go on and continue
on the way any more.

- And the Adversary has the right to employ those 7 tactics to try to drive that
wedge between you and the love of Christ that is supposed to (and designed
to) maintain you on that way.

- That love of Christ—that’s the whole thing that will keep you going on the
way—that is, that you value and esteem reaching that objective of being
conformed to the image of Christ.

- But he wants to separate you from that—he wants to put something else in
your mind that makes it so that you don’t want to continue on that way.

- But you’re supposed to be fully persuaded by what your Father tells you
about Himself and about the curriculum He’s designed for you to go
through—that not only can you withstand the opposition from the Adversary;
not only can you endure it all; but the curriculum is designed so that all his
opposition only makes it so that you get to the end objective of the way faster
and better qualified than if he never opposed you in the first place!!!

- WHAT CONFIDENCE!!!

- And that’s how the 5th Probing Question of Romans 8:35-39 matches up
with the 5th Component of the Exhortation to the Son’s Commitment to the
Effectual Working of what He Learns.

- So when you put all of those 5 Probing Questions and the corresponding
Exhortations together—those first 2 obstacle-type problems, and then the 3
direct forms of opposition (of your flesh, of you opting for the world’s paths
instead of your Father’s grace opportunities for vocational training, and of you
being victimized by the Satanic Policy of Evil) — when you know that the
curriculum can handle ALL. THOSE THINGS—and you’re fully persuaded
that that is so—and can honestly say that without a shadow of a doubt in your
mind that your Father and His curriculum can handle them all—and nothing
has been overlooked—and everything has been taken care of—then the full
measure of godly optimism that needs to exist, does exist for the sonship
education to start getting underway — if that’s all there then you’re ready for
Romans 12:1&2 and to get the education underway in Romans 12:3ff.

(If it’s 50%, then you’ll just get 50% out of Rom. 12:3ff, etc., etc.)
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(Read Romans 12:1-2)

I. Romans 1:1-15 INTRODUCTION which contains information about the
design and purpose of the book of Romans.

II. Romans 1:15-5:21 THE FIRST CORNERSTONE - Establishment in
the doctrine of our Justification by grace through faith. The goal being the
complete knowledge of our perfect judicial standing before God having
trusted Christ as our Savior, and total assurance in the eternal nature of that
judicial standing.

III. Romans 6:1-8:39 THE SECOND CORNERSTONE - Establishment
in the doctrine of our Sanctification by grace through faith. The goal of this
second cornerstone is the complete knowledge of our sanctified standing
before God “in Christ” - including our status, orientation, and establishment

as adopted sons of God, which enables us to live as those who are alive unto
God.

IV. Romans 9:1-11:36 THE THIRD CORNERSTONE - Establishment
in the doctrine of the dispensation of Gentile grace now in effect. The goal
of this third cornerstone is to understand and appreciate what God has done
with Israel now that His program with them has been temporarily suspended,
and that we live in a new and different dispensation formerly kept secret.
And not only that, but it provides for a particular and needed aspect of
sonship establishment so that a son can begin to think dispensationally ‘on
the whole’ - and therefore solidly perceive the words of understanding and
properly handle the word of truth.

V. Romans 12:1-16:20 THE FOURTH CORNERSTONE - Establishment
in the doctrine of walking worthy of who we are now as justified, sanctified,
adopted sons in this new dispensation of grace. The beginning of our sonship
education gets underway in earnest by receiving the instruction in sonship
decision-making skills along with the admonition to put them to their godly,
intended use.

VI. Romans 16:21-27 CONCLUSION - in which the apostle Paul
underscores the design and purpose of this epistle.

- Well—congratulations! — you are now an empty son! — You’re properly
oriented and properly established as a son of God your Heavenly Father—
Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification is over and completed—and we have
now arrived at a critical moment in our sonship lives: a SONSHIP
CHECKPOINT must be passed before Phase 2/Level I Son.Ed. gets underway.
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- And it is no surprise to you by now—because I’ve mentioned it many
times—that at Romans 12:1 & 2 you reach one of those major SONSHIP
CHECKPOINTS—and one of your major volitional testing points.

- Therefore, while we can truly say that Phase 1/Level I Sonship
Education is totally completed—really, since Phase 2/Level I Sonship
Education gets underway at (:3) - you’re now so close to the
beginning of sonship education proper that you can taste it—but still,
you have these first 2 verses of chapter 12 that stands in your way

(so to speak).

- And really, that’s what a checkpoint does—it stands in your way,
and has to be passed before you are allowed to get to the place where
you want to be.

- And more often than not—as you stand at a checkpoint—the
place you want to be is right in front of you—you can see it;
smell it; hear it, etc.—but you can’t get to it until you pass the
checkpoint. (And that’s the case right here).

- General Definition of a CHECKPOINT = a stop where someone is
inspected for certain qualities and/or authenticity in order to verify
their clearance to move on.

- And in essence, that’s what we’ve got in Romans 12:1-2.

- But it’s actually much more than that—because there are several
features to this Sonship-type of Checkpoint that are essential to both
the Father and to the son that are designed to indicate that the
education can get underway honestly—with no pretense on the son’s
part, and with full assurance on the Father’s part that His son is
responding positively and properly to all he has been told up to this
point.

- Now as we always do—(when beginning a new section of God’s word, or a
new form of doctrine) - let’s begin very basic and get a ‘birds-eye view’ of
things and then move on to the details of (:1 &2).

- First of all—Iet’s move our thinking back to the issue of what a natural
father would be doing with his natural son at the point of ending the father’s
talk with his son in regard to what adopting him was all about and then all that
the father said to the son in order to give his son all that sonship establishment
is designed to produce in him (attitude, commitment, optimism, etc.).
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- In other words we have come to know the basic Table of Contents
for sonship education;

- We have come to know wisdom and instruction—we know the
meaning and importance of adoption and being educated as a son.

- We have come to perceive the words of understanding—and we
know where we find our ‘words’ for our curriculum—and we know
its usefulness and how it’s going to work for us.

- We’ve come to appreciate a basic understanding for what our
Father’s business with us is all about.

- We know the ultimate aim and objective that there is to the whole
thing.

- We’ve got the fundamental godly perspective and viewpoint on
our lives.

- We’ve got the proper, godly attitudes produced in us—as well as
the commitment level we need—in order to receive this education.

- We’ve got the godly optimism about our Father and the curriculum
He’s designed for us to succeed in our sonship lives.

- All of the godly desire and enthusiasm is there—we’ve just told
our Father that, “/ am persuaded ...” (just like Paul ends ch. 8)

.... So what happens now? ... what would you expect to take place?

- You’ve got these 2 individuals looking at each other now—eye to
eye—and basically, since the beginning of our adoption as sons, the
Father has been doing all the talking—you’ve only said 2 things to
Him so far—1) You’ve cried Abba, Father—and 2) You’ve said,
“I am persuaded ...” — but basically all the ‘moves’ (so to speak)
have been made by the Father—so who makes the next move?

- THE SON!

- The Father goes silent at the end of Phase 1, Level I Sonship
Education—and He waits — He waits for the son to make the next
move—He’s waiting for His son to do one more thing after he
expresses his full persuasion.
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- And until the son does it, the Father will not begin the sonship
education.

- The son has a particular responsibility at the end of Phase 1/Level 1
(in fact at the end of every Phase of the education) - to respond in a
particular way before he goes on with his Father.

- And even though you have already passes 2 previous volitional
testing points in your sonship life—you, as a son, are met with this
3rd volitional testing point—and due to it being at the end of a Phase
of the Sonship Education, the son has a responsibility to demonstrate
this next major agreement of his volition with his Father—and that
makes it possible to properly make the transition into the next Phase
of his education.

- Therefore if you appreciate that—you understand that the job of the
first 2 verses of Romans chapter 12 are exhorting us to do what the
Father expects out of us as the one last thing He’s looking for in us.

- And that is to ‘present our bodies’ to Him for the education to begin
in view of all that Phase 1/Level I has effectually accomplished in us.

- And carefully notice how (:1) starts out— I beseech you ... —
notice that it’s not the Father, but the apostle Paul himself that exhorts
you to do it—(I’11 get back to this later).

- But for now, we have reached a major volitional testing point—and
there is supposed to be a cognizant (fully informed) decision that a
son makes when he does, especially what (:1) says—and does it with
the awareness of what (:2) goes on and says—and that’s what the
Father is looking for!

- And that’s how the Father knows that everything that He has taught
His son—to bring him to the point of readiness for his education to
get underway is effectually working within him—because he makes a
freewill decision on his own, on the basis of what he has just been
taught, that makes him ‘present’ himself to his Father to get things
going.
- The Father does not want to have to tell the son, “Ok, son,
let’s get going” — the Father is looking for the son to come to
Him and say, “Father, let’s get going!” (The son makes an
acknowledgment to his Father that indicates to his Father that
he is intelligently ready to go on.)
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- And the volitional testing point at the end of this first Phase
of Level I is the most outstanding one—because of what it is:
the education actually gets underway.

- And what I’m after in saying all this—is to get you to see that what
is going on here in Romans 12:1&2 has a naturalness to it and a
needfulness to it—it’s the natural thing that the Father expects the
son to do when Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification has been
completed.

- And a Father expects His son to respond in a particular way
that lets Him come along and agree with His son and say,
“Yes—Ilet’s get going.”

- And what the Father is looking for, is for His son to take the
initiative to get the education underway.

- And that’s one of the son’s first adult responsibilities—and
the Father is going to hold him accountable for that.

- And really—what you’re exhorted to do in (:1-2) doesn’t just come
up ‘out of the blue’ (so to speak) - but latent within everything that
you’ve been told from the time you began the doctrine of your
sanctified position “in Christ” up to the end of sonship establishment
— latent in all that information are particular things that the Father
has said to you that would prompt you to do what (:1-2) exhorts you
to do—(even though it wasn’t spelled out in these exact terms) - and
which makes the presenting of your body to your Father to be in

the terms of the 3 ways it’s described in (:1) = a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God—so that those aren’t to be foreign concepts at
all that you would be puzzling as to what those things mean.

- And the importance of me bringing this to your attention here—is to
just underscore the fact that the truth of the matter is—you, as a son,
are accountable (by what has been said to you already), you are
accountable to respond to your Father in the exact manner described
here in (:1-2)!

- And the way in which the Father has crafted the information
He’s already gone over with His son—is to so craft what He
says, that without coming right out and saying it—if it works
effectually, it will prompt the son to come to Him and say,
Father, start educating me!
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- So therefore—this is a point in which the Father is going to hold His
son accountable to respond positively and properly to what He’s just
told him—and when it come to acting like a son—and when it comes
to living like a son—when it comes to, in view of the son perceiving
now the fundamentals of sonship that allows for him to actually begin
to express adulthood thinking—the first thing the Father is looking for
is that the son makes that intelligent, wise, adult decision: “We need
to get going—and I’m going to present myself—I’m ready to go!”

- Now that what we’re dealing with (in gist form) here in Romans 12:1-2.

- These 2 verses are designed to appeal to the next, natural thing in
the son’s thinking.

- And what you’re going to be exhorted to do here is the most logical,
natural thing for you to do—(which is why the last part of (:1) calls it
your reasonable service.

- But it’s still something you have to consciously decide to do.
(which is why it’s a beseeching)

- Now to come back to something I said before—notice that it’s the apostle
Paul who does the beseeching—and this is one of the marvelous aspects of the
genius of God in connection with the way He’s put the curriculum for our
sonship education together.

- Because He’s put it together in such a way that He’s able to utilize
the apostle Paul—not only as His own ‘mouthpiece’ (so to speak)
when it comes to the sonship doctrines being communicated to us—
but God is able to take Paul and have him step outside of that roll
when necessary—and to function almost in a neutral/independent roll
in which he ‘beseeches’ us, and exhorts us to do the very things that
are natural and expected for sons to do at these major points of either
transition or certification (so to speak) that something has been
learned that can now be built upon.

- And the bishop of the local assembly has to learn to do this
very thing from time to time as well.

- And then you see Paul fall back into his ‘mouthpiece’ type roll

there as (:3) gets underway. (It’s fascinating how much more God can
accomplish in writing His word in this epistle-type style rather than in
categorical doctrines!)
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- And it’s kind of like Paul is standing there as this 3rd
party—and he’s looking now at the 2 of you (you and your
Father) - and he says to you, “Uh, son, the Father’s waiting
for you to do something—(jabbing you in the ribs)— Uh, the
2 of you are standing there—and who’s turn is it now—it’s
your turn, son—the Father’s waiting for you to present
yourself—well???”

- Well—the main thing I’m after here is that at the very outset you understand
and appreciate what this ‘beseeching’ is all about.

- It’s being done for the son to now do the naturally expected thing
that the Father is looking for—and that’s for the son to make his
first, intelligent, adult decision that shows the measure of maturity
that Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Education has generated within him.

- And that first adult decision is: “Let’s get going—I’m going to
present myself to you, Father, now let’s get the education underway.”

- “And I’m presenting myself to you— with the understanding
and the acknowledgement of what’s at stake.”

- And that’s where the details of (:1) and (:2) come in—because
those terms and those details are the expressions of the
acknowledgment that the son has that makes it evident that he’s not
merely presenting himself because it’s the expected thing to do—
but he’s presenting himself because it’s the only reasonable,
natural, logical thing for him to do.

- And with that intelligent acknowledgment there in those
first 2 verses—the Father knows that the son is fully ready.

- And then (:3) comes along—and Paul steps back into his
‘mouthpiece’ roll and says, For I say, through the grace given unto
me, .... and Phase II of Level I gets going.

- When Paul says, For I say, through the grace given unto
me—that puts him back in that ‘father’ roll.

- Well—that’s the kind of approach we have to have in order to then begin
getting the details of (:1 &2) worked out—to borrow an aviation expression,
this is our ‘final approach’ and that should get some things going in your
thinking as we now begin looking at the next thing to do here.
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- And the next wisest thing to do here is to begin to examine the text of
Romans 12:1-2 and to determine how many overall components go into
making up this exhortation.

- And by paying attention to the grammatical markings—how many
components do you see?

- This is a great place to take advantage of what the KJ Translators
did—punctuation-wise. (And look for your major ‘thought-dividers’
— which is your periods, your colons, and your semicolons).

- My understanding is that you’ve got 3 major components:

1) (:1) - all of verse 1 forms the 1st Component—you’ve got
one complete sentence.

2) (:2) - you have a major pause at the end of the word
world—Dbecause you have a colon—so the 2nd Component
would be—And be not conformed to this world:

3) Then the 3rd Component would consist of the remainder
of (:2).

- This issue of the 3rd major volitional testing point for a son has 3
major components to it.

- So Romans 12:1-2 comprises the 3rd major volitional testing point—and
there are 3 major components to it—that all goes to the son making the
positive and proper response that the Father is looking for at the end of all that
the Father has said to His son in Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification— that
indicates to Him that His son has made his first adult decision as a son—and
lets the Father know that His son is now ready to go on and begin his sonship
education.

- And in the FIRST one—(all of [:1])—involves the son actually
presenting himself, intelligently, to his Father to begin the education.

- (The critical term there being to present).

- And then the remaining 2 components take that presentation—and
they involve the issue of the son acknowledging: that from this
point on, this is what is going to be going on in his life.
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- You’re going to present yourself to your Father in order to
get the education going—with the acknowledgment that from
this point on, (with that education taking place) - these other
2 things are going to comprise your life—(and one’s a

negative, and one’s a positive).

- And the SECOND component = you’re not going to be conformed
to this world any longer. (:2a)

- The critical terms being, not conformed.

- And the THIRD component = you’re going to be transformed by
the renewing of your mind to the tune of you proving what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (the remainder of :2)

- The critical term being that you’re going to be transformed.

- And in general, that’s what the Father is looking for—as any natural
father would do—our Father is looking for us, as sons, (once Phase 1

of Level I is done)—once all the enthusiasm of crying, 4bba, Father,
is there—to make that first adult, responsible, accountable decision:

- We present ourselves to our Father to get the education
going; and we acknowledge to Him (in connection with it),
that our sonship lives (in general) will, from this point on,
will bear the characteristics of the negative—(not being
conformed to this world) - we don’t want that any more;
we’re renouncing that—and instead, we want the positive—
we want to be transformed — the curriculum is going to be
renewing our mind and giving us the capacity to prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

- And when a son can say that in all honesty and in all sincerity and
in all genuineness—then the Father knows he’s ready!

- Now of those 3 Components—it’s easy to see that the 1st and the 3rd have
the most stuff in them (the most information) - and so those are going to be
the ones that we well need to develop more that the 2nd one.

- The 1st & 3rd Components have some particular and identifiable
and definable things that need our attention in order to make it so that
your decision is not only honest, sincere, and genuine—but to make
it so that your decision is also an informed and intelligent one!
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- Now let’s begin looking at that 1st Major Component (which is all
of :1) — a little more carefully—and let’s notice something about it
that indicates to you that what the Father is looking for is more than
merely for His son to present himself to Him and say, Ok, Father, let’s

get going.

- And by doing this—what I’m after is for you to be able to
focus upon (or pick out) of this 1st component some detailed
information that the Father is looking for and that you, as the
Father’s son, are to intelligently acknowledge when you
present yourself to Him for the education to begin.

- And what I’'m after is this—notice (as we so often do) what this
verse does NOT say— it doesn’t say: [ beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies unto
God, which is your reasonable service.

- Now if all that’s going on here is for you to make some kind of a
‘show’ in simply showing up when class is supposed to begin—and
you just present yourself to your Father for Him to begin educating
you—(in other words, if all that’s going on here is what commonly
goes on in so many church services/ missionary conferences/ camp-
meetings/ tent revivals/ altar calls/ and all other such ilk—that has
some appeal for your to ‘come forward’ to dedicate/ re-dedicate/
commit/ give your life to the Lord/ repent/ surrender/ and the like) —
if that’s what’s going on here is like that—then what you have is
some [maybe] Christian [maybe not] presenting himself for
‘who-knows-what’ and for ‘who-knows-why’!!!

- Now that’s not to diminish from the fact that this IS a major
commitment that you are being exhorted to make—but the
thing that sets it apart from all other pseudo-commitments
and general goofiness that goes on in Christian circles today
is that this is a SONSHIP COMMITMENT—and a sonship
commitment is, by nature, a commitment made honestly,
genuinely, and most of all intelligently! (adulthood type)

- Now when you focus your attention upon that 1st Major Component
(which is all of :1) — you should recognize that the Father isn’t
simply waiting until you present yourself—but He’s looking for that,
PLUS a demonstration of the measure of His son’s intelligence
about the commitment he’s about to make —and the Father is going to
receive a proper, basic measure of His son’s intelligence when His son
presents himself to Him to get the education underway.
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- And therefore, that’s why each word of (:1) is carefully chosen and
carefully crafted in order to not only set this apart from any other
kind of commitment you could make—but it makes it so that both
you acknowledge some things to your Father, and by the Father
receiving that honest acknowledgement, there’s intelligent
genuineness to what you’re doing!

- So when you look at the 1st Component of (:1) - of the many details
contained in it—there are 3 identifiable and definable terms that are
specifically utilized to describe the intelligent genuineness of your
commitment to get going with the education (and which the Father is
looking for, and which He will receive from you) - 3 terms that
describe and define the son’s intelligent understanding of what it
means to present his body to his Father for the education to get
underway—and that’s what [ want you to see before we deal with all
of the details contained in (:1).

- And we’ll need to do that with the 2nd Component
(although there’s not much to deal with in it) - and we’ll have
to do that with the 3rd Component as well.

- So what are the terms and/or phrases that describe the measure of
the son’s intelligence in presenting his body to his Father to begin his
education?

1) a living sacrifice
2) holy
3) acceptable

- Now we’re going to have to look at every detail contained in (:1) -
but at the outset, I want you to recognize that these 3 terms/phrases
lie at the core of the measure of the son’s intelligence that will be
received by the Father from his son—and that both you and your
Father agree upon—that allows for your presentation of your body
to your Father to be truly the genuine thing that it is supposed to be.

- And the truth of the matter is—(and this is critically important) -
the truth is, these 3 things are a natural outcome of what has gone on
already in Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification—and more than
that, there is something about those 3 things that make it so that
the son’s volitional choice as an adult to get the education
underway—THOSE 3 THINGS MAKE IT SO THAT CANNOT
BE FAKED!
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- That is, they make it so that the son cannot simply do what he thinks
is the expected thing for him to do at this point. (there’s more to it)

- That means that simply a dictionary type definition of these
terms/phrases (going to a Greek dictionary/lexicon—
exegeting the terms, going over them as categories of
doctrine, etc.) will be futile and meaningless—and won’t do
a thing to properly handle Romans 12:1&?2!

- And that also means that on one—no Christian—and no
Pastor or Bible teacher—can just come along and pick up
the Bible and turn to Romans 12:1&2 and teach it as a
‘topical sermon’ and have it effectually work! (That’s
simply impossible! — Those 3 things make it impossible to
either intelligently or genuinely do what it says here if you
don’t already know what those 3 things are all about!)

- If this is taught out of sequence or outside of sonship
education—Romans 12:1&2 is nothing more than good
words that accomplish NOTHING in your inner man—and
at best you just have a false sense of spirituality with no
meaning and no lasting benefit to you whatsoever!

- Those 3 things are the REASONS — and are the way or manner
in which a son presents himself to the Father—in other words, he
presents himself and identifies himself to his Father in connection
with those 3 things—and the only way a son can do that is if Phase 1
to Level I Sonship Edification has effectually worked within him!

- And just to be blunt about it—a son who does not have the
full measure of enthusiasm, ambition, and delight for his
sonship education—who is not, therefore, crying 4bba,
Father to the full extent that Romans 8:14-39 is designed to
produce within him—CANNOT DO THIS! IT’S
IMPOSSIBLE!

- And those 3 things make that evident! — And the Father is looking
for that kind of intelligent presentation.

- In other words—the proper, positive presentation of a son to his
Father (to get the education underway) does NOT have a son coming
to his Father slouching, yawning, and shuffling his feet and saying,
“Well, Dad, I guess we’d better get going.” (lacking that enthusiasm)
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- And the son, therefore, presents himself just because he
thinks that that’s what the Father wants to hear you say—or
just because it’s the expected thing to do—or because you’re
obligated to do it—or whatever ... (whatever kind of thinking
would make you do that that’s not genuine sonship ambition,
delight, and enthusiasm).

- But rather—this kind of presentation here in Romans 12:1&2 is one
that demonstrates that there’s an intelligent understanding and
appreciation for the MAGNIFICENCE of what sonship is all about
— and for the magnificence of what’s going to take place from this
point on—as the education gets underway.

- And presenting yourself to your Father as a living sacrifice, holy,
and acceptable—can only come about; and can only be expressed
by you as a son in whom that godly enthusiasm genuinely exists!

- Because those things are a result of thinking about, (and
having your mind occupied with) what your Father has taught
you in your godly sanctified position “in Christ” and in

Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification!

- With all that in view now—Ilet’s begin looking at the details of Rom. 12:1.

Romans 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, ...

- “I”” - Once again, we have the apostle Paul stepping out of his roll
as God’s ‘mouthpiece’ (so to speak) and communicator of the
sonship doctrine and takes on a neutral/independent roll of a 3rd
party that steps outside his ordinary roll and does the beseeching or
the exhorting for us to make the next move and go to our Father and
present ourselves to Him in order to get the education underway.

- “beseech” = to entreat someone; to earnestly beg someone; to
implore; to make an earnest request.

- Granted, beseech is not a commonly used word today—though it
hasn’t fallen entirely out of use—and just as so many words that get
‘updated’ and re-translated to some inferior grammarian’s idea of an
‘easier to understand’ word—beseech carries a shade of meaning
that makes it to be the most excellent choice in this context.
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(Crabb’s) - Beseech is an intensive verb meaning to seek strongly—
(i.e., to strongly seek your proper and positive response to
your Father, in this context) — it is a species of intensive
‘asking’ when the context indicates an urgent necessity for
some action being at hand—»beseeching, in particular, is done
either by friends or by ones who are seen to be equals—
therefore beseeching is done as an equal party; kindly but
forcefully’ and not as one ‘pulling rank’ or authority over
another.

- All of which perfectly fits the context of this situation where
the Father and 2 adult sons now stand looking at each other,
and the apostle Paul (viewing himself now as an adult son
himself [i.e., as a brother]—and this 3rd, independent party)
beseeching another adult son to make the next move and
present himself to his Father for instruction.

- And what I’'m going after here is to put this issue of Paul beseeching
us in the proper context—and, of course, that proper context is that
of sonship edification.

- And I say that (not that some of you would ever know) - but I say
that because there are a bunch of Bible teachers out there—(and I
mean those who do ‘rightly divide the word of truth’) who don’t pay
attention to the context—and who pay no mind to sonship
edification—and when they approach this verse they always like to
point out the fact that Paul is beseeching you here and not
‘commanding’ you—because a command would be like we were
back under Israel’s law program, but now that we’re no longer under
the law, but under grace, we’re not “commanded” to do anything any
more.

- But Paul “commands” you a dozen or so time throughout his

epistles!

- So this beseeching isn’t some kind of a dispensational issue—it’s a
sonship issue! And to fully appreciate it (instead of only appreciating
it about 20%), you have to have a contextual, sonship frame of
reference!

- And you see the apostle Paul step back into his authoritative,
‘mouthpiece’ roll in (:3) and on throughout all the instruction
of our 4 sonship decision-making skills! (12:3-15:7)
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- And once Paul hits (:3) and on—he doesn’t beseech you
any more at all—from there on, it’s all direct instruction—
authoritative instruction as that surrogate father. (Do this;
do that—think this; don’t think that, etc.)

- The truth is—the word beseech is the apostle Paul’s cue or signal
that we are being deal with as adult sons—and as an adult, you are
now being exhorted or intensely asked to do what is necessary—
which is to present yourself to your Father in such a way so that you
and your Father can acknowledge that all of the information
contained in Phasel Level I Sonship Edification has effectually
worked and you’re now genuinely ready to go on with the formal
education.

- “you” =you, as a son who has accomplished Phase 1 Level I of
sonship edification. (Not just any old Christian!)

- “therefore” = looks back to all that has been accomplished in your
inner man through the effectual work of Phase 1/Level L.

- And just as a side issue—notice that the therefore is shoved
into the verse by the KJ Translators as the 4th word of the
verse.
- (In the Greek, the word therefore [o0v] is the 2nd
word of the verse.)

- And I point this out because this is a technique of our
English language—(and of our KJ Bible) - whereby the more
that the word therefore gets placed further and further into a
sentence or a verse—the more emphasis and the more force
and the more importance is being underscored as to what is
being said!

- “brethren” = underscores the brotherhood of sons; and points up
our association and our alliance as brothers—not just as fellow
believers or Christians, but specifically in this context as fellow sons
of God our Heavenly Father. It’s not a word to be used lightly or
thrown around as Christian language or Christian jargon.

- Also, as indicated with the use of the word beseech, it’s the
appropriate term to describe the equality or bond that exists
between Paul (now as that neutral/independent party) and us
as the sons who are making this adult decision.
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- So we now have I beseech you therefore, brethren, ...

(Recap)

- At the end of Phase 1, Level I Sonship Edification—the Father has
been making all the moves (so to speak) - and now He goes silent and
waits on you, the son, to come to Him and make the next move.

- You have been prompted to make this next move—and you’re now
being held accountable to do the only reasonable thing for you to do
at this point—and that is to go to your Father and present yourself to
Him in order to get the education underway.

- However, above all, this presenting of yourself to your Father (or
this major adult decision to get the education underway) cannot be
done just any old way (so to speak).

- Rather, in order for this to be a proper and positive response
from the son—this has to be genuine, and most importantly,
intelligent!

- And with that in view—this exhortation has been carefully and
specifically worded and crafted so that there are ‘checks’ within it
that are given by the son, and received by the Father and that signals
to the Father that your presentation of yourself to Him is honest,
genuine, and intelligent.

- And this ‘check’ system within the exhortation makes it so
that your presentation of yourself to your Father to get the
education going CANNOT BE FAKED!

- And so the apostle Paul steps out of his authoritative ‘mouthpiece’
roll and into a neutral, independent roll (as a son, himself) and
beseeches you (or strongly entreats you to act upon the promptings of
the Father that you’re now being held accountable for) ...

I (Paul as an equal son myself) beseech (strongly beg of)

you (as an adult, adopted son) therefore (in view of all that
has been accomplished in your inner man through Phase 1 of
Level I Sonship Edification), brethren (those who, along with
me [Paul] are in the brotherhood of sons), ...

- Now—keeping in mind that every word of (:1) [the 1st Major Component of
Romans 12:1-2] - every word is critical/vital to you passing this Sonship
Checkpoint—each word is therefore carefully chosen in order to make it so
that your presentation of yourself to your Father is genuine & intelligent ....
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. and one thing to keep in mind is that if an intelligent and genuine
decision is to be made by you (to present yourself to your Father to get the
education going) — an intelligent, genuine decision DEMANDS that you
know WHY you are doing so!

- (Which, again, sets this kind of decision or dedication or
commitment apart from all the phoniness that goes on in
churches where you get everything short of being forcibly
dragged up to the front of the church—where there’s really
no clearly defined reason for why you are doing so!)

- Now this is the point in which we actually begin to encounter the
‘checks’ that are put into (:1) - that make it the ‘Checkpoint’ that it
is — (and makes it so that it’s not just my idea that this is a
checkpoint, but it is that because there really are certain ‘checks’ that
are built into it, and that must be passed in order to ‘clear’ the
checkpoint properly).

- And the ‘checks’ are what prevents fakes and phony’s from ever
passing this checkpoint—(if they do, they do so only in their own
mind—because the Father certainly has not passed them—and the
Father certainly will not begin to educate them).

- The ‘checks’ make it so that it is impossible for you to present some
kind of fraudulent documentation (so to speak) to try to get by—no,
the ‘checks’ come along and safeguard the checkpoint and to
eliminate any Christian (sincere as they may be, or loving as they
may be) from passing the Checkpoint and going on any further.

- The ‘checks’ keep you honest—& makes the adult sonship
decision genuine—and at the same time causes the decision
to be the intelligent one it’s supposed to be.

- And in this way—the ‘checks’ built into (:1) perform a duel roll:

1) They safeguard the Checkpoint to keep the unqualified out;

2) They make it so that the son intelligently knows WHY he is doing
what the Checkpoint calls upon him to do!

- And my understanding is that these ‘checks’ occur in (:1) at 3
distinct places: One has to do with having an intelligent
understanding for why you are being beseeched to present yourself
to your Father in the first place — and the Second has to do with an
intelligent understanding for why you are presenting your body to
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your Father—and the Third one has to do with recognizing why you
are being held accountable to come to your Father and present
yourself to Him in order to get your education underway.

- Check #1—Why are you being beseeched in the first place?
(Because of the mercies of God).

- Check #2—Why is your presenting yourself to your Father
genuine and intelligent [unable to be faked]?
(Because you do so as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable).

- Check #3—Why are you being held accountable at this
particular time to present yourself to your Father to get the
education going?

(Because it is your reasonable service).

- And this is why we know (among other things—such as the nature
of how the information is presented prior to Rom. 12:1-2, and after
Rom. 12:1-2) - this is why we know that what we have here in these
two verses is, indeed, a Major Sonship Checkpoint.

- And that’s why this verse doesn’t say: [ beseech you therefore,
brethren, that ye present your bodies unto God.

- Ok—so we’ve come to understand and appreciate the first 5 words of (:1) -
I beseech you therefore, brethren, ... — so now let’s move on and get
through the 1st Check—which is to have an intelligent and genuine
understanding and appreciation for why we are being beseeched in the manner
in which we are — and that is: Paul is beseeching us to present our bodies to
our Father by the mercies of God.

- First of all—this beseeching or urgent/strong begging of us by the
apostle Paul has to have a reason behind it—it doesn’t just ‘come out
of the blue’ (so to speak) - but it has a reason that makes it the right,
needful, and natural thing that should happen at this point.

- Therefore Paul beseeches us by the mercies of God—that’s the
‘check’ - that’s the thing that makes it so that Paul’s beseeching of us
to make our first adult sonship decision has a measure of intelligence
that we are to already have—and that we acknowledge is there in our
inner man—and moreover, that the Father can receive that intelligence
from us and agree with us that we have the measure of intelligence
that will make it so we can pass this first ‘check’ of the checkpoint.
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- And notice that you don’t have Paul coming along and
explaining what the mercies of God are—so that means that
you should already know what they are and what this is
talking about before you ever get here.

- “the mercies of God” — notice that it doesn’t say the mercy of God
(singular), but the mercies (plural) of God.

- And since this is the very basis upon which Paul beseeches us to
present our bodies unto God—and since we’re expected to already
know what this is talking about—we need to be able to identify and
define what the mercies of God are, and to do that accurately and
precisely.

- First of all—even thought it doesn’t say it this way—if you were
to define the word mercy—how would you define it?

= showing compassion to someone where punishment is
merited—being pitiful—not giving someone who has
committed an offence something that they deserve—
receiving pardon (very similar to the word grace) - receiving
kind, compassionate treatment where severity is merited or
expected.

- And that’s a fine definition of mercy—but it doesn’t say
mercy—it says mercies.

- And my understand is—that if all you’re supposed to be
thinking about as a reason to respond to Paul’s beseeching
here and present yourself to your Father—is because God
has been so merciful in saving me from my sins and loving
me so much and He’s so wonderful not to have sent me to
hell and to have pardoned me and God is great, God is good
and merciful—so I’ll present myself to Him because of His
great mercy towards me — my understanding is that’s flatly
WRONG and not even close to the measure of understanding
you’re supposed to be putting on display at this 1st Check in
the sonship checkpoint!

- Because by wording it the way he does—Paul says, by the mercies
of God—(not because of God’s mercy) — and then we come along
and think that we are supposed to present ourselves to our Father in
light of a particular understanding we’re supposed to have so that our
education can now get underway and we begin receiving instruction

that allows us to emulate our Father—it seems quite odd to say that
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the basis of Paul beseeching us to do this is because God has withheld
His wrath—because that’s not only odd, but it flies in the face of
everything we’ve learned as sons so far—because the basis of us
going forward is upon the effectual working of our sonship orientation
and our sonship establishment and the crying 4bba, Father and the
desire/enthusiasm/optimism gained from all that to impel and prompt
us to go on.

- Now in order to get a grip on how God uses the word mercies in the
plural in His word—Ilet’s take note of a passage where that term is
used (though in a different context), in a parallel manner in which it’s
used here in Romans 12:1.

- And this should allow for us to better understand in Rom.
12:1&2 what’s expected of us—and what our Father wants
to see as we come to Him and seek that next Phase of our
education to get underway and genuinely acknowledge that
the 1st Phase is operating effectually within us.

- Acts 13—Paul is preaching at Antioch, Pisidia—and is
preaching to Jews.

- (read :32-37)

- Note (:34) - “I will give you the sure mercies of David.”
(Quote of Isa. 55:3) - and Paul ties that to the reality that
Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ, having accomplished
redemption, and will never see corruption as David did—that
is not only could death and the pit not hold Jesus, but even
when Christ’s body was in the tomb and left unattended, it
did not see corruption—and therefore we can have the whole
package of benefits from Christ’s Redemption—perfect
justification and perfect sanctification—and be fit for God’s
use by being fully identified with Him. (“in Christ”)

- And in connection with that, Paul says to those Jews, that in
light of all that Jesus of Nazareth did as their Redeemer, that
they were to receive the sure mercies of David.

- Now when that phrase (the sure mercies of David) is used
in Israel’s program—that’s a description of the benefits and
the package of benefits that God provides for Israel based
upon the Davidic Covenant.




Page 60 Romans 12

- And once Redemption has taken place, the remainder of the
package of benefits are now sure!

- (That is, the Messiah, being their Redeemer, makes
sure that He will also be their Deliverer, their
Avenger, their King and their Blesser.)

- So therefore, those sure mercies of David are net talking about the
sure withholding of God’s wrath upon David!

- (That simply doesn’t make sense!)

- The sure mercies of David are talking about a package of benefits
that Israel is going to obtain, once redemption has been accomplished
— and that’s the very context in which Paul quotes it in Acts 13—
and because of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, and Him never
seeing corruption - that’s why the mercies of David are sure.

- So you’ve got one Mandate securing all the other mandates
— and the other mandates looked upon as a package of
benefits that accrue because of the 1st Mandate being
accomplished.

- And those other mandates are packaged together and spoken
of as the sure mercies of David.

- Therefore the term mercies in the plural is often used by God to
indicate a package of benefits that one obtains.

- Now going back to Romans 12:1—Paul beseeches us on the basis of
the mercies of God to present ourselves unto God—and therefore
Paul is directing our attention to the basis or reason upon which he’s
going to ask us to do this presenting of ourselves to our Father—and
it’s not due to God’s mercy in withholding His wrath from us (and we
should just be so grateful for that that we do this thing) — nor are we
to come along and scratch our heads and be puzzled about what in the
world are the mercies that we’re supposed to be able to come up
with—but that we intelligently understand and appreciate that the
mercies of God [far from being some indescribable thing or some
indefinable thing] - they are some specific and particular things that
we already know about and that are the package of benefits that our
Father has given to us within Phase 1, Level I Sonship Edification!
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- In other words—when Paul beseeches you by the mercies
of God—he isn’t trying to get you to be so impressed with the
attribute of God’s mercy that you go ahead and do what he
beseeches you to do!

- (By the way—outside of proper Bible handling
[sense & sequence and the context of sonship] —
that’s about all you can say about that phrase!!!)

- Therefore in order to properly and positively get clearance at this
first ‘check’ to the Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1&2—you’re
to have clear and precise intelligence that the reason for the apostle
Paul to beseech you to present yourself to your Father for the
education to begin—that beseeching is based upon the mercies of
God.

- And far from that being puzzling or a foreign concept or phrase—
you understand and appreciate that that’s talking about a package of
benefits that has been given to you and laid out before you in Phase 1
of Level I of Sonship Edification.

- And you can put your finger on those mercies—beginning at
the benefit of being an adult, adopted son in the first place—
all the way down to the benefit of Romans 8:28 and why it

all works for you the way it does in conjunction with the
sonship curriculum—and so forth and so on.

- In other words—it’s not the issue of flailing around the
entire Bible looking for each and every time God’s mercy
could be talked about—but it’s specific (not general) and it’s
precise (not indefinite) - it’s definable and describable!

- And though mercies is talking about a specific package of benefits
we receive—it is the apt expression to use, because that package of
benefits we receive as son is all due to God’s mercy and His great
grace — and we do acknowledge that we are beneficiaries of His
mercy and grace. (But at the same time, we don’t mishandle this
passage or cloud the issue by improperly handling such a phrase as the
mercies of God.

- So we have — I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
(and we should have precise understanding and appreciation for each and
every word of Romans 12:1 so far—right?)
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- Now by having an intelligent understanding (and I mean a sonship type
intelligent understanding) - of the 1st ‘Check’ at this sonship checkpoint, we
can move on to the 2nd ‘Check.’

(Re-cap of Check #1)

- Check #1—A genuine and intelligent understanding for why you
are being beseeched by the apostle Paul in the first place = Paul has
reason to beseech you to make the next move of your sonship
education by the mercies of God—that is, not simply because God is
or has been merciful to you—but the mercies of God makes it so you
have to call to your mind the package of benefits your Father made
you aware of, and that is yours as His adopted son in Phase 1, Level I
Sonship Edification.

- The benefit of being adopted as your Father’s son—and all
that means as opposed to childhood.

- The benefit of being an keir of God and the very real
possibility of being a joint-heir with Christ.

- A hope that is so grand and so magnificent and so powerful
(namely, to operate in your Father’s business in the creature
[heavenly places]) - to liberate the creature from its bondage
of corruption and to bring functional life to it as you labor
with your Father in His business in connection with
reconciling the heavenly places back to Himself (from the
Adversary) and to no longer have it subject to vanity, but to
put the functional life in it that makes it fit for the Father’s
use.

- This hope produces the added benefit that we have another
salvation—saved from ever being victimized by the
sufferings of this present time—which are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

- Due to the critical nature that we must have bi-directional,
interactive learning going on between us and our Father—but
due to not being able to know what we should pray for as we
ought (at least at the beginning of our sonship life) - we have
the benefit of the Holy Spirit interceding for us so that the
searching of our heart can still take place and therefore make
it so we will be able to ‘find the knowledge of God’ without
hindrance to our sonship prayer life.
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- The benefit of the power of the curriculum our Father is
going to teach us to make it so that whatever comes our way,
will work together for our good as sons and actually benefit
us in our sonship lives. (Rom. 8:28)

- The ‘chain of provision’ our Father forged for us in Romans
8:29&30 that makes (:28) to be the living reality in our lives.

- The benefit of a Father and His curriculum for Sonship
Edification that is so wisely and powerfully put together so
as to make it so no obstacle; no enemy; not even Satan and
his policy of evil can separate us from being successful as
God’s sons—to the tune of anything and everything our
enemy can throw at us will not only be overcome and
conquered by us—but we will be more than conquerors in
that those things the Adversary means to destroy us with,
turns out to help us; aid us; and propel us to succeed in our
sonship lives all the more!

- Now, if that’s not a ‘benefit package’ - | don’t know what is!

- And that’s what those mercies of God are talking about in Romans
12:1 when Paul says— I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, ...

- So with that ‘recap’ of the 1st Check at this Sonship Checkpoint—Ilet’s move
on to the 2nd Check—and this is the ‘core’ of the Sonship Checkpoint—that
is, this is the big thing that it’s here for —

Romans 12:1
1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, ...

- The word that—used as a purpose clause, identifies for us the fact
that this is, indeed, the critical thing that is supposed to take place
next—just prior to the actual instruction getting underway.

- The big thing now is that it’s now your move—and your
move consists of going to your Father and presenting your
body (or yourself) to Him — and at the same time
acknowledge to Him these ‘checks’ in (:1) that make it so
your presentation is honest, genuine, and intelligent.
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- ye =2per.pl. Nom. Case (whereas “you” was the 2per.pl Obj. Case)
= all of you who are now Phase 1/Level I Sons—(again, this is NOT
for every Christian/or every believer whose only reason for doing

this is: God is just so merciful and loving and wonderful that I should
just give Him my life!) [no—that’s unintelligent and doesn’t pass the
checkpoint—that’s not enough to verify your clearance at this point!]

- present - now when you see that and hear that—since this is the
core of the matter (presenting your body unto God) - what do you
think of when you think about presenting something to someone?

- How would you define present here?

- In other words—why doesn’t this say ‘That ye give your
bodies ...’? — what makes present different from ‘give’?

- (This is a classic place to talk about ‘vocabulary
control’!)

- My understanding is that the word present is carefully
carefully chosen so as to cause your thinking to be put in the
position it needs to be in, in order for you to get the full
meaning of what you are about to do—a sober reality check
(so to speak).

- Because when you present either some thing (or in this
case) some one (yourself, in the context in which this sets) —
this isn’t just a simple ‘giving’ of yourself to your Father so
He can begin to instruct you—(as if what’s being done here
is what any old student does in University when he shows up
for class)!

- My understanding is that this is far more than that—and the
word present makes it far more than that—because, (unlike
simply ‘giving’) - (and especially when you’re talking about
some ONE instead of some THING) — to present your body
to your Father = to put yourself into His hands for
acceptance; to hand over your very self to your Father for
Him to approve and accept and then, on the basis of that, to
begin the sonship education proper.

- And critical to the word present is that, where giving can be
done informally—to present is done formally—almost in the
manner of a ceremony—sober and serious—w/intelligence!
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- (This is one reason why English speaking people
[even a D.J.] at a wedding [for example] - both at the
end of the ceremony, and when the married couple
are announced when they make their grand entrance
at the reception—even the DJ will say, “Ladies and
Gentlemen, I present Mr. & Mrs. John Doe!”)

- (You naturally discriminate between give & present)

- And when we’re done dealing with the detail of Romans
12:1-2—the expectation is that you will go to your Father—
and in a private ceremony (so to speak) - just between you
and Him—you will formerly present yourself for approval
and acceptance (by enumerating to Him your measure of
intelligence of each item in this Sonship Checkpoint) - and it
should be one of the major events of your life!

- (I don’t know if you really will mark it down and
celebrate the day you did this—or remember it like
an anniversary—but it has just that kind of sober
significance to it!)

- The word present makes this not ordinary or common (that
would be simply ‘giving’) — but present means that this is
a term of respect and a formal giving over of yourself with a
specific view or anticipation of something to now take place.
(especially between the two of you: you and your Father).

- And that’s some of the discriminating features of
what it means to present your body unto God.

Romans 12:1
1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, ...

- We’ll come back to the significance of “your bodies” — for now 1
want to begin dealing with the 2nd ‘Check’ in this Sonship
Checkpoint—and this 2nd Check has 3 components to it:

1) a living sacrifice
2) holy
3 acceptable
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- And those 3 components are all natural things that (even
though the exact terms may not have been used) - they are all
things that have naturally occurred in your thinking—they’re
not anything new—and therefore, they are all things that you
are already familiar with.

- And those 3 components span the measure of your
intelligence when it comes to this formal presenting of your
body to your Father for the education to get underway.

- And since this IS the core of the matter—it takes 3 ‘checks’
or 3 distinct areas to properly measure your intelligence and
to safeguard this sonship checkpoint against frauds and
phonies from getting past it!

- These 3 things—more than anything else in this
verse—verify the son’s authenticity for clearance to
move on! (Your passport credentials).

- So let’s look at that first one—You’re going to present your body

a living sacrifice.

- First let’s define that phrase: a living sacrifice—what is a living

sacrifice? — or maybe we should start off with that issue of what is

a sacrifice at all?

- sacrifice = in general and primarily it means a victim
(usually an animal) slaughtered and offered or surrendered to
God.
- But we know that we’re not talking about animals
(we are the sacrifice) - and we’re not talking about

being slaughtered as a sacrifice on some altar to God.
[we’re living]

- So it has to be talking about something else—and sacrifice
has a meaning that is less common which means: the
surrendering of something valued or desired for the sake of
something having, or regarded as having, a higher or more
pressing claim—and that’s the more fitting definition of us
presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice to our Father.

- You’re presenting something of value (your body; yourself) for the
sake of something having a higher or more pressing claim: your
being educated by your Father as His adopted son!
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- An illustration of this would be like a man who goes into
the military service—he becomes a ‘living sacrifice’ - he has
presented himself to his country and his Commander in Chief
— and he has taken something he values (his body and his
life and his freedom) and sacrifices it to his government for
the higher & more pressing claim of fighting the wars of his
country in order to preserve and defend its freedom.

- But now we have to take that general definition and make it a
working definition that’s in line with the specific context of Romans
12:1&2.

- So the first of the 3 expressions of the measure of our intelligence in
presenting our bodies unto God is that we present our body as a living
sacrifice.

- And you should know by now that the usual way in which this is
treated by the commentary writers and Bible teachers is that any old
Christian, in view of how gracious and merciful God has been to love
you and save you—that calls upon you to live ‘well-pleasing’ to God
by sacrificing your will and your fleshly desires and determine to not
live ‘worldly’ (whatever that is) but godly (whatever that is). And so
we shouldn’t get tattoos; ladies should wear dresses (but not too
short); men shouldn’t get their ears pierced; no card playing; no
tobacco; no alcohol; no secular music; no shiny buttons; and off we go
to the races of legalism! (A lot of ridiculous things get injected here).

- But keeping this in the context God put it in—it excludes any of that
kind of thing getting injected into the picture here—and the truth is,
since Paul doesn’t describe or define what a /iving sacrifice is in this
context—we should recognize that this isn’t something new to us—
and more than that, since it isn’t being defined here, it’s acting in a
manner to hearken us BACK to something we already know.

- So the question is—when you think about yourself being a /iving
sacrifice—what does that cause you to think about—more
specifically, where does that expression take you back to in all that
you’ve learned in the context of your sonship life up to this point?

- And let me just say that you have to keep something very critical in
mind here—and that is that sonship does NOT happen in a vacuum
(so to speak) - but it is the final ‘capstone’ issue in a much larger
issue which is ... what? Qur sanctified position in Christ!
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- There’s something about that expression: a living sacrifice that
makes it so that, because of what we’ve already learned—that’s not
a puzzling, unclear, fuzzy term—but we know exactly and precisely
what Paul means—it’s definable and identifiable.

- (And this will help us expand upon those mercies of God
and get an appreciation for some further benefits we have
received—that we should be thinking about and responding
to our Father about).

- Any ideas?

- My understanding is that the expression « living sacrifice takes your
mind back—(and since sonship doesn’t happen in a vacuum, but is
the natural outcome of all that we are taught in what our sanctification
in Christ is all about) — my understanding is that this specific phrase
is talking about, and taking us back to, some specific things we have
come to understand and appreciate from Romans 6:1 — 8:13.

- And it was in that section of Romans that we learned all about the
doctrines and the aspects of our being a /iving sacrifice—even though
that exact expression was never used there, that’s what we learned!

- By being baptized into Jesus Christ, (fully identified with Him), we
have been made dead to sin and alive unto God in righteousness.

- Look at:
(6:4 ...walk in newness of life) —

(6:11-13)

(6:14-16—this is the first time [outside of talking about
himself in ch.1] that Paul uses that term servants!) [not ‘slaves’]

(6:18-22)
(importance of ch. 7)
(8:1-13—esp., :9-13)

- The truth of the matter is—that all of your sanctification preceding
sonship (at 8:14) is what’s wrapped up in that expression of
presenting your body a living sacrifice!
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- And when you make the formal presentation of yourself to your
Father at this Sonship Checkpoint—the first big benefit that He wants
you to acknowledge to Him, and that you make Him aware that you
understand and appreciate and submit yourself to the reality of is:

“Father, I understand and I appreciate that I'm a living sacrifice—I
understand that I’'m dead to sin and alive unto You—1I understand that
just as my justification was by grace through faith, that my walking in
newness of life and not being a servant of sin any longer but now as

a servant of righteousness and yielding the members of my body unto
righteousness so that I can now produce fruit unto holiness is not
going to be done by keeping the Law, but likewise will be by grace
through faith—and I understand that I must now walk after the Spirit
by minding the things of the Spirit—and when I do, He will dwell in
me to do something (to put my functional life into practice under
grace) - and the Spirit will therefore quicken my mortal body and
produce functional life so I can be fit for your use.”

- And the only way to put my sanctified, functional life (and all that
you, Father, have made me to be “in Christ”) into practice is under the
status of being your adopted son—and my sonship status will take
everything that Romans 6:1-8:13 has given me and made the living
reality to me; and in my sonship life (with that measure of
understanding of Romans 6:1-8:13) I can, Father, acknowledge to
You that [ am a /iving sacrifice. (Able to think/live/labor with You!)

“And I now present my body to you as such—as that living
sacrifice—and I don’t want to be anything BUT that—I want
to live and operate in the capacity You’ve created me for!”

- And therefore, what’s in your mind at the point of intelligently
understanding of what it means to present your body a living sacrifice
is all the information of your sanctification from it’s beginning up to
the issue of the ‘capstone’ of sanctification: the adoption of sons.

- By the way—this is exactly why Romans 6:1-8:13 is so critical to
have under your belt before you ever begin in sonship edification!

- It’s not only my idea—but even at the point of Romans
12:1, your Father expects that information to be effectually
working in your inner man before sonship is begun—and so
that you can properly, genuinely, and intelligently pass this
Sonship Checkpoint!
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- Therefore, sonship (and the education we receive as sons) again,
does NOT happen in a vacuum—but rather, it goes hand-in-hand
(or in sense & sequence) with all that we’ve learned in Romans
6:1-8:13—and sonship is the key or the means or the vehicle (if you
will) to putting all that information into practice!

- And that’s why you’re to be able to clearly and easily see
that the issue of being a living sacrifice that first entered your
thinking in Romans 6:1-8:13—and why it’s the first item
that you are expected to indentify & verify as living,
operating, and effectually working in your inner man—and
why that is the first item of the measure of intelligence your
Father wants you to demonstrate to Him that you’ve got!

- You have to have the ability to replace the sinful, carnal thinking—
the sinful conduct & behavior—and the sinful energy of your flesh;
for a godly thought process—a godly conduct and lifestyle—and a
godly energy production & labor to accomplish not only what your
Father wants accomplished, but to accomplish the way He wants it
done (just like He would do Himself)!

- So at this Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2—our Father is going to
receive from us the measure of intelligence we now have that will allow for us
to pass the checkpoint—and the first measure of intelligence He wants to hear
from us is that we understand and appreciate that we are presenting our bodies
to Him as a living sacrifice—and that distinctive phrase brings to our thinking
all that we have come to not only understand and appreciate, but that we now
have effectually working and operational in the details of our lives—from the
beginning of all that God has made you to be in your sanctified position “in
Christ” — and it comes right out of Romans 6:1—8:13.

- And that causes you to WANT to be that /iving sacrifice from now
on—and you don’t want to oppose that; you don’t want to challenge
that or fight that—but in view of what the curriculum for sonship
education can do: you desire to be that—you don’t want your own
way any more—you don’t want to continue to serve sin—you want to
get grace abounding in your functional life—and you want to be
useful to your Father—(dead to sin, and alive unto God).

- Now that brings us past the first ‘check’ to the 2nd ‘check’ of the core
element of this Sonship Checkpoint: holy — we’re going to present our
bodies unto our Father as holy—and in this context we know that we’re not
dealing with the term /oly in just any old way, but in a specific way.
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- holy—What is the basic definition or concept of soly?

= something or someone specifically set apart and dedicated
for God’s use and purpose—to be set apart for a specific
service—something no longer considered to be common or
ordinary—when talking about a person = someone who has
been set aside in a special manner for God’s designed
purpose. (Similar to the issue of someone who is sanctified
in God’s sight.)

- We talked a lot about the issue of holy or holiness and what it is in
God’s sight (what it means to Him) back in Romans 6—(in the
introduction to our sanctified position in Christ, as well as at the end
of ch. 6 when we dealt with putting our sanctified position in Christ
into practice to produce fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting

life [:22].

- And by running a bunch of passages sitting back in God’s
program w/ Israel (the OT), as well as some passages in the
book of the Revelation—we saw that when you’re dealing
with the radical root meaning of /4oly, and what it means to
God Himselt—#o0ly to God is that which has complete and
total acceptance with Him, and that which brings delight
and pleasure to Him. (see Rev. 4:8-11 [:11])

- And the “kicker” of Romans 6:22 (But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.) — the ‘kicker’ is that
the fruit unto holiness that you produce is not only acceptable
and delightful and brings pleasure to your Father—but with
the additional issue of everlasting life, that fruit unto holiness
that you produce is something your Father wants around Him
and He wants it around Him forever—your Heavenly Father
will never forget that fruit you produced—and it makes Him
happy, joyful, pleased, and delighted for ever and ever!

- Now that’s a good definition of what 4oly is to God—but that’s all
sitting back in Romans 6—and the first ‘check’ we dealt with (i.e.,

a living sacrifice) has already taken all that information into account
and we’ve already given our Father the measure of our intelligence

in connection with all of that information—so now we have to
recognize that presenting our bodies to our Father as 40/y goes beyond
that information—and so we need to have a working definition of
holy not only beyond Romans 6:1-8:13—but we have to have a
meaning to it that pertains to sonship as we encounter it beyond Rom. 8:13.
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- And what I’m after here isn’t so much the idea of 4oly or the
definition of it (as being set apart & dedicated for God’s use and
purpose) — but I’'m after the issue of you presenting yourself to your
Father as holy—and specifically, I’'m after that special manner in
which you’ve been set apart for God’s useful purpose.

- And my understanding is that there is a specific place that you can
put your finger on and say—Right here is where I encountered that
special manner in which my Father has designed for me to not
merely be Aoly in His sight, but there is something (a special, specific
manner) in which I’m going to produce that fruit unto holiness in His
sight and a special manner in which my functional, sanctified life is
going to be put into practice from now on.

- And if you think about it—the issue of presenting yourself to your
Father at this Sonship Checkpoint as holy—has a better working
definition of: being set apart or separated unto the purpose for
which God ever designed and created you in the first place!

- And so what should be in your thinking as you look at that word
holy (and think about the measure of intelligence you now have that
you’re presenting yourself to God as one who is separated unto the
purpose for which He ever designed & created you for in the first
place) — that is, the special manner or the vehicle in which your
sanctified position in Christ is to be put into practice from now on—
going on with the sense & sequence of all you’ve learned in your
godly sanctification—what did you learn immediately following the
information that your measure of intelligence told you was the issue
of presenting yourself to God as a living sacrifice?

- Simply put—what did you learn immediately after all the
information in Romans 6:1-8:13 was covered?

- What is the design & purpose or the specialized manner you were
told about that would become the means for which you are going to
produce fruit unto holiness to God?

- Is it the Law? - No—because you're going to now walk after
the Spirit under grace and not after the flesh under the law.

- So what is it?

- You’re going to put your sanctified position into practice as
God’s son—God’s adopted son—SONSHIP!
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- And this is why Aholy is so excellent in being that kind of ‘trigger’
mechanism that, by its definition, and by the way the concept of it has
been generated in our thinking up to this point—it takes the overall
definition of the word and now points to the one big issue that has
come out of it and that now looms so large in our thinking at this
Sonship Checkpoint.

- Because when it comes to the issue of presenting ourselves as soly
unto God—we’re no longer thinking about that term in regard to its
broad definition—but we’re thinking about it in terms of the specific
and precise issue of the MANNER in which we’ve been ‘set apart.’

- Therefore presenting your body 4oly unto God isn’t a broad or
general thing—it’s a very specific thing—it’s /oly in terms of the
specific, mechanical means or vehicle—and with a view to the very
design and purpose for which we’ve been ‘set apart.’

- And with that kind of precision to the term /oly (that comes out of
the context in which it sets) — the question is: Where, exactly, were
you informed of the design and purpose for which you were ever
created and the means or manner in which you’re going to put your
sanctified position in Christ into practice?

- ANSWER: Romans 8:14-15

- At the point of sonship orientation (in Rom. 8:14-15) - you
encountered your first volitional testing point as a son.

- And what was that volitional testing point?

- (Are you going to be a fool in your Father’s eyes—
or are you going to be a properly educated son?)

- (Are you going know wisdom and instruction?)

- And your volitional testing point response was:
“Abba, Father!”

- And at this point—(at the Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2) —
your Father needs to receive the measure of your intelligent
understanding and appreciation for your Sonship Orientation—you’re
not merely presenting yourself soly ‘by definition’ (so to speak) - but
you’re perceiving & remembering that your adoption as a son wasn’t
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merely an event—but that it’s the status in which you’re going to live
out the entirety of your Christian life from now on—(and that’s the
kind of specific-ness that the term Aoly is after in Rom. 12:1).

- So you recall and go back over those things you learned in Sonship
Orientation.

- In order to give you some help in being able to measure
your intelligence in this matter—Iet’s just focus upon your
positive & proper response to your sonship orientation there
in Romans 8:14-15—the outcome of that volitional testing
point was that you cried, Abba, Father.

- And in doing so—you recognize that crying Abba, Father
amounts to MORE than just expressing great relief,
gratitude, and joy over being in the position of adulthood
sonship! (see #39)

- But it involves an appreciation for at least 3 general
components ....

- (see additional notes from Rom.8 pg. 655-657 &
pg. 671)

- You tell your Father of your intelligent understanding that
you don’t desire to just be a son by adoption only (or as an
event only)—but that, more than anything else, you desire to
be a functioning son that perfectly fits Paul’s one-verse
definition of what a son is—(see #40 “Led by the Spirit”).

- And you can articulate to your Father what this education as
His son consists of—and you can define it and describe it to
Him—(see #42 “Sonship Edification/Education”).

- So therefore the next aspect or verification our Father expects us to give to
Him as we present our bodies to Him in order to get the next Phase of our
Sonship Education underway is that once we have give Him a proper
verification of what it means to be a living sacrifice—the next thing He’s
looking for is our measure of intelligent understanding of what it means in
this context to present ourselves to Him as holy.

- That is, I’ve been ‘set apart’ - but not in the sense of understanding
sanctification in general—but far more specifically, when my ...
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... volition was tested as to whether or not I was going to pursue what
You, Father created me to be in the first place—both as a man, and as
a justified man: Your adopted son — I chose YES! [ want this—
“Abba, Father!” (I want what You want!)

- So now at this Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2—your intelligent
understanding of presenting your body to your Father in order to get the
instruction of sonship education underway should consist of 2 major issues,
with only 1 issue left to verify.

- And it’s important to keep in mind that this is a checkpoint—you
are now going to make the next move and go to your Father and
present yourself to Him for the education to begin—but not just any
believer/Christian can do this—because there are certain ‘checking’
mechanisms built into this checkpoint whereby you cannot present
fake or false credentials and just breeze by!

- And there are 3 major security measures built into this checkpoint
that must be properly and intelligently given by you as a son—and
received by the Father—and He will then agree with you that your
credentials are authentic—and only then will He pass you through the
checkpoint.

- And we have already encountered 2 of the 3 ‘checks’ or ‘safety
measures’ at this checkpoint that have to be verified:

1) By the “mercies of God” you present your body to your
Father as a living sacrifice—and that demands that you have
an intelligent understanding of, and the effectual working of
all of the information contained in Romans 6:1-8:13—and it
was in that body of information that you first came to the
realization that you are going to surrender something you
value (your body, the members of your body) for the sake of
something having a higher or more pressing claim—which is
now understood as your sonship education/edification.

2) You present yourself to your Father at this checkpoint as
holy—and that word acts as a ‘trigger’ mechanism to recall to
your mind the first time your volition was tested in the
doctrine of sanctification—and your thinking isn’t just to
recall the general issue of being set apart for God’s useful
purpose, but the special manner in which you have been set
apart and the very purpose for which God ever designed and
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created you in the first place—and you encountered that zoly
design and purpose in Romans 8:14-15—and your adoption
as God’s son is the status or the means by which you will
put your sanctified position “in Christ” into practice and by
which you will functionally live unto God—and at this
volitional testing point, your proper & positive response was:
Abba, Father!

- So now we come to the 3rd ‘check’ or security measure that has to be passed
and verified— by you giving to your Father your measure of intelligence for
what it means to present yourself to Him as: acceptable.

Romans 12:1

1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.

- (By the way—before we even look at this issue—I think it’s rather
amazing that of the 3 verification measures [living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable] - the average person would look at those terms and think
that the most daunting or toughest one to have to personally face—
[that is, ranking the 3 issues that way] - the average persons would
say, A living sacrifice is the most daunting one; then 4oly; and then
acceptable — but the truth is, it’s just the opposite! acceptable is
actually the most daunting and difficult one of them all for you to
deal with and to properly pass!)

- These 3 expressions actually go from the easiest or most
mild—to the most daunting or most severe!

- acceptable—What does that word mean? = you have the ‘able’
English suffix—which means, may or can be + the word
accept = something that may or can be accepted—Dbut more
than that acceptable simply means that something can be
gladly received or received with pleasure.

- Now with that simple definition of acceptable being “something
that can be received with pleasure” - let’s now put that simple
definition in the context in which God uses it in Rom. 12:1 and come
up with a working definition that fits the context.

- So in view of the sonship checkpoint where you now come to your
Father and present yourself to Him in order to get the sonship
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education underway—and in view of the “mercies of God” you
present yourself to God for Him to verify your credentials—that you
genuinely possess the proper measure of intelligence to pass the
checkpoint—and you’ve presented valid credentials that you are a
living sacrifice (you want to get grace abounding and by reckoning
yourself to be what He has made you to be “in Christ” - you’re dead
to sin and alive unto God and you want to now produce fruit unto
holiness under grace by walking after the Spirit and not under the law
— and holy (the special manner in which that all is going to take place
is by functioning as God’s adopted son whereby the leading of the
Spirit takes place—and this will, from now one be a real Father-to-son
relationship; I have responsibilities in connection with my sonship
status; and it holds out for me the opportunity to have my Father’s
heart imparted to my heart so that I can think, live, and labor with
Him in all His business—and that’s the greatest thing I’ve ever been
created and designed for, and I want that) — and that now takes you
to that last big issue that your Father told you about, which, at the end
of it all, presented you with another one of those times in which your
volition was tested.

- And this final issue of presenting yourself acceptable unto God is
in the context of that 2nd major volitional testing point you
encountered in your sonship life.

- And now you’re being held accountable at this checkpoint to let
your Father know that the information that the word acceptable is
driving at—that all that information has ‘stuck’ (it has effectually
worked) and you can now honestly acknowledge to your Father the
reality of that—and the question is where, exactly, did that take place?

- And the answer is: Your Father needs to know that you understand
and appreciate that both He and the curriculum you are going to go
through with Him—can do all that He said it can do in Romans
8:16-39!

- You are persuaded that this curriculum has unlimited capacities and
unlimited abilities to provide for everything you will ever encounter
to work together for good—to accelerate and advance your sonship
life—to better enable you to think/live/labor with God—to deal with
every enemy you’ll ever face and turn the tables on what would come
your way that would attempt to thwart your success—but instead,
those things will only better train you and better qualify you to
function in your Father’s business (and be more than a conqueror)!
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- In other words—presenting yourself as acceptable unto God does
NOT mean that we are acceptable because we’re saved/justified! —
(if that’s what you’re doing here, God won’t accept you!) — nor does
it mean that we are acceptable because we want to ‘surrender our
selves to Jesus’ and be His disciples—or any other kind of goofy
‘dedication’ ideas foisted upon believers by Bible teachers who
mishandle God’s word and teach this passage topically, categorically,
or devotionally!) — again, if that’s what you’re doing: God does
NOT accept you—you’ve failed the checkpoint and whether you
realize it or not, all you’ve done is a big bunch of NOTHING! that
means NOTHING to anyone but you, your feelings, and to an
arrogant preacher who counts heads at an ‘altar call!’

- And I say that because there is a shade of meaning to the
word acceptable that has to do with the issue that—it is an
insult to offer any thing by way of a sacrifice to God which
is not acceptable!

- In fact, God cannot accept you as ready to move on, unless those
first 2 things are honestly, genuinely, and intelligently passed, and
only then does this 3rd one comes into play.

- And that is that you, presenting yourself to God as acceptable,
checks out the genuineness of your credentials—that you understand
and appreciate that your Father has so wisely and ingeniously
composed the curriculum of Romans—II Thess. so that any and
every thing that happens to you in your life (suffering-wise, enemy-
wise, Satan’s policy of evil-wise, ), that when you do face any and all
of those things, the curriculum will have the capacity and the ability
to handle it all—and to successfully deal with it to the tune of being
more than a conqueror IN all those things! (i.e., not being removed
from any of those things!)

- Therefore the only way God is going to accept you as ready to move
on to Phase 2 of Level I is that you present yourself to Him
acceptable in His sight—Dby the genuine recognition that you are
fully persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus your
Lord.

- The effectual working of Romans 8:16-39 makes you acceptable to
God in the context of Romans 12:1!
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- Now while that’s all true—Ilet’s make sure that we add to that
measure of our understanding that we got at the end of Rom. 8:39—
since the issue for us as sons in our sonship establishment is to
“perceive the words of understanding” - let’s also recognize that for
us to be fully accepted by God here - we should also recognize that
we are also being held accountable for the information in Romans

9, 10, and 11 — and that we have come to understand and appreciate
God’s word ‘rightly divided’ - that God has suspended His program
with Israel—that His program with Israel was entirely different and
distinct from His program with us Gentiles in this dispensation of
Gentile grace—and therefore we are not to attempt to find our
sonship curriculum in the scriptures God wrote to, for, and about
Israel—but only in the letters of the apostle Paul which were written
to, for, and about us!

- So therefore, the final verification of our credentials of presenting
our bodies unto God as acceptable takes into account the measure of
our intelligent understanding of (and the effectual working of)
Romans 8:16-39 PLUS all of Romans chapters 9, 10, and 11.

- Maybe now you can see why I said so many times that this
checkpoint is so designed that it is impossible for it to be
faked! (It has safety measures built into it to see that that
does not happen!)

- So we have: [ beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, ...

- Now we have that last phrase: which is your reasonable service.

- And in view of the mercies of God—and in view of the body of
information that has now become effectually working in your inner
man (from Romans 6:1-11:36) - Paul says to you that this is
reasonable—it’s your reasonable service—it’s the only reasonable
thing for you to do at this point.

- And this phrase is horribly mutilated by the modern English
translations: (NIV) ‘this is your spiritual act of worship’
(NASV) ‘which is your spiritual service of worship’

(NLT) ¢ is this too much to ask?’ — etc.

- reasonable = LoyLkO¢ = pertaining to reason, logic.
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- But there is a reason why the KJ Translators didn’t say, ‘which is
your logical service’ - but they said it’s your reasonable service.

- One of the reasons why reasonable is the most excellent word here
is because you’re supposed to view all that your Father has taken you
through and said to you and taught you in that big body of
information of Romans 8:14-11:36—you are supposed to stop at this
checkpoint, and because of the terminology that you are given (that
checks out your valid credentials for moving on) - you’re supposed to
think through and reason through all that information and reason
through all the attitudes your Father adjusted/developed, as well as
the kind of commitment, desire, and enthusiasm that got developed
in you—by way of reasoning through all that at this checkpoint, it
allows for you to tell your Father that all that ‘stuck’ with you and all
that has done its effectual job—and He needs to hear that from you.

- And by reasoning through it, you’re telling Him that you agree with
Him that its all there—and you want all that He wants for you!

- And one important point about the excellency of that word
reasonable—THAT’S ADULT THINKING! (There’s sound
judgment and sound evaluation going on!)

- And as you reason through the information as you talk to your
Father and request to move on—your reasonable service is to
articulate to your Father that all that He has done with you up to this
point has been accomplished and now you’re intelligently ready to
move on.

- Reasonable is an intelligent appreciation of where you’re
at and what your Father needs to evaluate your readiness
and accept your presentation of yourself—He wants you to
intelligently demonstrate that you are on the ‘same page’ as
Him—and therefore you’re ready for Phase 2 of Level I to
begin.

- Reasonable is NOT being used in the sense that, “Son, I’'m not
asking you to do anything that is unreasonable” — but it’s being used
in the sense that: You, as an adult, look at what you’ve learned, and
in view of that, you, presenting your body as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable unto God is the only sound, rational, reasonable thing
for you to do now—and when apply your mind to it, you’ll see that it
is the reasonable and necessary thing and needful thing to do.
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- And that is to present yourself to your Father in such a way
that He sees that everything that needs to be in place in your
inner man is in place so that He can accept you into the
education—and that your education can advance on to the
next Phase of Level 1.

- So Romans 12 and verse 1 should now be clear and understandable to you:

1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service.

- And even that word service strongly points to YOU making the next
move—you have a service to perform here at this checkpoint—and
that is to make an adult sonship decision to move on with the
education—and to present your credentials for your Father to verify
and evaluate as being honest, genuine, and intelligent—and He agrees
with you that all of the demands of this checkpoint have been met—so
you can pass it and move on.

- And before moving on to (:2) - I just want to pause here for a moment and
take you back to something that was said to you earlie—that should have
made it so that this checkpoint wasn’t a surprise to you—nor was it something
you should have dreaded or anything along those lines—but actually
something was said to you that should have made it so (far from a quiz or test
in High School or University), you should WANT to stand at this checkpoint
and be checked out just this way. (You should desire this!)

- And I think it’s appropriate to bring this up at this point because it
all the more underscores the fact that what you’re facing in Romans
12:1-2 is, indeed, a checkpoint. (The truth is, you’re obligated to
meet and pass this checkpoint!) — it’s what makes this service you
are to reasonably perform your ‘duty’ (so to speak).

- The ‘servant’ issue has already come up and been dealt with in ch.6—

- But what I’m after is the last 2 verses of Romans chapter 8, just prior to
being informed about our sonship status—(Romans 8:12 & 13)

- (see pg. 157-162 of Romans 8—Vol. 1)
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- So now we stand at this Sonship Checkpoint—with the 1st of 3 major
components being now dealt with—and the truth of the matter is, at the end of
the 1st major component (all of verse 1), the ‘hard part’ (so to speak) is
over—where you have to present your body to your Father and verify your
credentials to Him under those 3 ‘safety checks’ that gives your Father the
proper measure of intelligence you must have to pass the checkpoint — and
once that has all been honestly and genuinely assessed, you see that there is
something more to this checkpoint than just verifying what you have already
come to understand and appreciate—but now 2 more components stand
between you and the beginning of your education—2 components that are
going to have you confirm to your Father (not what you have come to know),
but what you anticipate, what you have come to realize, and what you are now
going to acknowledge to your Father as to what your life as His son is going
to be from this moment forward—from now on!

- And what you’re going to do is—once you have presented your
body to your Father just as (:1) beseeches you to do (passing all 3
‘safety checks”) — then you are going to look to your future with
your Father—and you’re going to tell Him (or better, you’re going to
agree with Him) that life as you once new it (and I’m not just talking
about your life before you believed in Christ as your Savior—but life
as a non-educated, non-edified, functionally dead Christian) is now
OVER—and all that thinking you have always had is now OVER!

- In a sense—you’re leaving your old home—and leaving it
permanently! — and you’re moving into a new home from
now on! (That’s how dramatic this is going to be!)

- So now—Ilooking ahead to your education and your life as your
Father’s son—you’re going to acknowledge to Him (first, by way of
the first 7 words of :2; and then by way of the remainder of :2) that
from this point on (and with that education continually taking place),
that your life will bear the marks of 2 major things, alway:

- One is a negative; and one is a positive!

Romans 12:2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

- And the negative issue that your life will bear from now on is:
“And be not conformed to this world:”
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- Romans 12:2 is comprised of 2 major thoughts—(broken up by that
colon at the end of the word world—where we are to pause and make
sure that we understand and appreciate what is said in the first thought
before moving on to the last thought).

- And the first part of (:2) sets forth a general, broad statement of what
our lives are NOT going to be like from now on—while the 2nd part
sets forth a general statement of what our lives WILL be like from
now on.

- So once you’ve accomplished all that (:1) has beseeched you to do
as your reasonable service—let’s look at that first general statement
of (:2) — And be not conformed to this world: (just 7 words)!

- From now on—your life is going to consist of NOT being
conformed to this world—and even though this gets stated in
just 7 words—it is a massive issue that will take everything
you’ve come to understand and appreciate in Romans 6:1—
11:36 to go into practice in order to accomplish what is stated
so simply here!

- Especially all that you’ve come to understand and
appreciate about being dead to sin/alive unto God,
walking after the Spirit; being led by the Spirit; the
status of sonship; — that is, all that godly edification
which is in faith is all about—NOT denying the
power thereof as most of Christianity does today!

- And as you are educated and edified as God’s son—that
curriculum will take the mechanics of what you’ve already
been told—and will build your sonship life upon that solid,
sound foundation—and one of the general characteristics of
that functional sonship life is that you will be not conformed
to this world.

- The first word (And) - tells you that the checkpoint is not yet over—
there’s more to this sonship checkpoint that’s necessary and needful
for you to confirm to your Father than what (:1) has you to do—and
first, it’s for you to acknowledge to your Father, “This is what I know
has to take place—and this is what I WANT to take place—I’m fully
committed to it!” (i.e., to be not conformed to this world)!

- And really, because of the kind of sonship thinking that has
already begun to take place—this shouldn't surprise you!
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- In fact, if everything has done it’s effectual job—and if
your sonship commitment is what it should be—(:2) should
be your honored and noble duty! — YOU SHOULD NOW
DESIRE THIS TO TAKE PLACE IN YOUR LIFE!

- Truth is—you should not want to be conformed to this
world any more—and part of this checkpoint is for you to
let your Father know that this is your desire and you’re now
ready for this very thing to get underway.

... but this could be a snag for some of you.... it depends
upon what has gone on up to this point, if that really has done
its job—and if it hasn’t this first issue should find you out!

- And be not conformed—(note that the “be not” is not a prohibition
as some higher ranking official would give to a subordinate—Paul is
still beseeching us—he’s not pulling rank—but as a fully educated
adult son to a fully established adult son, Paul is setting before us
what our commitment to our sonship life is, on the one hand, going
to consist of).

- conformed — what does that word mean? what does it mean to
conform?
= The English prefix con, meaning “together with” +
form (in the sense of a mold, a die, a shape or pattern) and by
pressure one is pressed or cast into the shape or form of
another) —hence, to form yourself together with something
else.

- And when you’re conformed in this sense—it’s talking about a
pressing into a mold—or better, to reduce to a like shape or form
with something else—or even better, to reduce to a likeness in
corresponding manners, opinions, and moral qualities. Webster 1828

- And in this sense—when you’re talking about being conformed to
this world—that’s what’s going on—you are being molded or
reduced (by pressure) to a likeness (because of the way you think)
in corresponding manners, opinions, and moral qualities that is of
this world! — this ungodly world! (ungodliness)

- And folks—as I’ve tried to say before—as we all sit here today—
we all grossly underestimate this world and the power of it to hold
sway in our thinking and in our lives!



Romans 12 Page 85

- Now before going on any more with that issue of not being
conformed—TIet’s look at the thing or the entity that has long been
pressing us and reducing us into its likeness and its corresponding
manners, opinions, and moral qualities—

- this world

- First of all—remember that what you’re being beseeched to
acknowledge to your Father is NOT stated in any way in detail!

- Rather it’s a short, general, broad statement.

- Why? Because all you know about it at this point is only
short, broad and general—and you’re not supposed to be able
to go into it in much more than that.

- Now that’s not to say that we have no clue as to what this is
— because the truth of the matter is, we once again have
some terminology set before us that doesn't get defined—and
that means that we should have sufficient knowledge of it so
that we know what Paul is saying when the says, this world.

- Wherefore, if my understanding is correct—(coming from my
background of systematic theology and categorical doctrinal study),
when you see that word world—the tendency is to launch into a
‘stem-to-stern’ study on the cosmic world system of Satan—or other
such thing—and attempt to nail down every detail and every verse in
the Bible that talks about that thing.

- But to do so would destroy what’s going on here! (Not to
mention destroy godly edifying which is in faith)!

- So we see the word world sitting there—but we’re not going to

get the “vapors’ over it and try to come up with everything God ever
says about it! (In fact, the word world here isn’t kOopog, but it’s
olwv—if that matters!)

- For now—I want you to listen to the way this is said—and see if it
doesn’t point you to a word that is often overlooked in this passage:

And be not conformed to this world:

- this world—again, this is supposed to be broad and general here.
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- But notice what it DOESN’T say:
“And be not conformed to the world:”

it says, And be not conformed to this world:

- And really, you can’t read it that way and not be forced to
(however so slightly) be forced to slow down your reading
(or your thinking) and almost say, ... this ... world: - as if
you are almost forced by the terminology to emphasize the
word this—or emphasize both this ... world. (The two

consonants “s” at the end of this and the “w” at the
beginning of the word world forces the slow-down.)

- And I know this is splitting hairs—but there is an important reason
why it doesn’t say “the world” but “this world” - and it has to do with
the way the English word this works in a passage such as this.

- this = as we often know, this is commonly used to indicate
a kind or degree of something—and in (:2), it indicates the
kind of thing we’re not to be conformed to (this world).

- And unlike ‘the world’ this world indicates the degree or
nearness of our relation to it as being close and personal
rather than being distant and impersonal (as “the” might
indicate).

- But there is something in the English language
known as the EMOTIONAL USE OF ‘THAT’ AND
‘THIS’ - and in cases where this is used
unaccompanied by a gesture and marked by a
peculiar tone—it can express praise or rebuke;
pleasure or displeasure!

- And my understanding is that even the word t4is in connection with
this world gives us the tone of rebuke or displeasure associated with
those (Christians/believers) who are conformed to this world and
remain that way to their grave! (That’s the fool!)

- Even if you can’t say hardly anything at all about what this world
is—you come away from this statement with a definite idea that your
Father is greatly displeased with this world (to say the least) - and
doesn’t want you to be anything resembling it as His son!
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- Now let’s take a look at this word “world” —
- What is Paul talking about when he says, this world—?7?
- How do you know that’s what he’s talking about here?

- Now while it is tempting to describe the world beyond what we have
been given to understand and appreciate up to this point—and to
superimpose a whole bunch of things we know (even things that
might be right and Biblical) - let’s remember that we are dealing with
general and broad terms here.

- And the word world is a very general term—for instance we use the
word world to talk about a whole bunch of different realms—such as
“Pete Rose really hit a ‘daisy-cutter’ out to Roberto Clemente in right
field!” — and in the WORLD of baseball, a ‘daisy-cutter’ is a hard
hit grounder that doesn’t bounce—it cuts right through the grass.

- And we talk about the world of sports; the world of
music; the world of technology; the world of science;
the world of medicine; the world of cooking; etc.

- But when talking about this world in the sense that Paul uses it in
Romans 12:2—what is the world that he’s referring to?

- My understanding is that—when you’re only talking about the basic,
general idea of this world—it’s talking about the general earthly
state of human existence; this present life in which we live.

- And even though that may not be a jazzy as you’d like it to be—the
truth of the matter is—even in that general, basic description—there is
a great deal we can know about what it means to us at this point to not
be conformed to this world.

- In fact, as I pointed out a short while ago—the word world doesn’t
get defined for us here—and my understanding is that you have had
sufficient enough adjustments in your thinking throughout sonship
orientation/establishment so that sonship thinking has begun to take
root—and that’s why [ would often ask you if you now think
differently about things than you did prior to Rom. 8:14-39—do you
think differently about things as a son (not just as one who can
‘rightly divide the word of truth’)? Have changes taken place in your
heart where you view things different that you did before?
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- Truth is—you should see some things about this world already, that
you have come to realize is NOT how a son thinks or how a son acts!

- And if my understanding is correct—the power of this world ( 1
know we can talk about it as “the course of this world” that Satan
charted—but that’s getting a little ahead of ourselves) but the power
of this world is far underestimated as to how deeply it has affected us
(and, indeed, a great deal of sonship education is going to address that
very issue) — but we should realize that this world is ungodly—
rather than being conformed to the image of God [godliness], this
world is conformed to the image of Satan [satanliness].

- It produces thinking, living, and laboring with the
Adversary! — and the “kicker” is—it has the capacity to do
that very thing WITHOUT YOU EVER NOTICING OR
REALIZING THAT IT’S BEING DONE TO YOU!!!

(GO S-L-O-W-L-Y-))
- Now that may seem all fine and dandy—but when you realize that
this world has made deep ‘inroads’ into your thinking—unless you
have a solid, effectual working of Romans 6:1-11:36, you’re going to
flare up or get emotional or fly off the handle when God, in His word
tells you something that runs counter to the course of this world—and
more than that, when God’s word tells you something counter to what
this world taught you (and the only way you’d ever know it was
counter to what this world taught you is that God says it is in His
word and only in His word)!!!

- In other words—is there something your Father teaches you
in His word—something that is counter to what this world
says and does and teaches—that if you encountered it, would
be your ‘third rail’ - would ‘hit a nerve’???

- What about the issue of evolution vs. creation?
(What about that GAP theory?)

- Here’s one: What is the biggest, single, solid object God
ever created?

- Firmament—has waves that allow for rapid
communication to take place where a message can
be sent from the earth to the farthest edge of the
universe in 100 quadrillenth of a sec.!
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- And most often this isn’t the issue of Christians vs.
this world—but more often than not, it’s the issue
that most Christians and Christian functions and so-
called “The Christian Thing To Do” is actually
conformed to this world as well!

- And be not conformed to this world—the truth is, even at this early
point in your sonship life, you should be able to perceive a difference
between your status as a fully established son—and the general
earthly state of human existence (this world).

- A separation has already begun to take place!

- And it comes out of the kind of (and the level of) sonship
thinking that has begun to take place in your inner man.

- And again—you should be able to perceive that sonship
thinking runs counter to the thinking of this world—but more
than that, because of the deep inroads that the thinking of this
world has made and the sway it holds in most of Christianity,
(due to the failure of most Christians to be properly edified
unto godliness which is in faith—[edified as sons] - [edified
according to what God says vs. what men say]) — you also
perceive that not being conformed to this world is not just a
‘one shot deal’ (so to speak), but is going to be an ongoing
process which will be one of the hallmark signs that your life
will bear from now on.

- Therefore, one of the places that your sonship education is going to
go—and will continue on as you go on to be educated by your Father
—is: And be not conformed to this world: — that’s the negative
aspect that your life will bear from here on out.

- And once that has been sufficiently appreciated—and once you have
gone to your Father in sonship prayer and acknowledged to Him that
you agree with Him that your life as His son will be an ongoing
process of not being conformed to this world (which demands a
measure of intelligence of knowing what this world is and how it is
opposed to sonship thinking and sonship living and sonship laboring
— and then you can now move on to the final major component to the
Sonship Checkpoint — and with a proper measure of intelligence,
acknowledge to your Father that from this point on, (with the sonship
education continually taking place), this is the positive aspect of it ...
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And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

- This now turns our attention to the positive aspect that will become
the ‘hallmark sign’ of our sonship lives from this point on—our lives
will bear the mark of constantly being transformed by the renewing
of our minds

- Now by paying attention to our English Grammar, we can get some
help on how to properly handle this final, major component to the
Sonship Checkpoint.

- First, we know that we are supposed to pause at the colon
after the word “world” - (and we have done that) —

- Then the first thing that gets our attention is the first word
of the next clause—the word “but” - which is a very
powerful and strong adversative conjunction—which
indicates a strong contrast is being made—so much so that
this 2nd clause stands in direct contrast or directly opposite
of that 1st clause.

- And this sets up a ‘two-sided’ coin (so to speak) - or as we
have already pointed out, a negative issue (be not) now set in
contrast to a positive issue (but be ye).

- So while, on the one hand, your ongoing sonship
education will provide for you to be not conformed
to this world — on the other hand, it will provide for
you to be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

- And that ‘two-sided’ operation as stated here in
Rom. 12:2 encapsulates what sonship edification is
all going to be about!

- Now the English Grammar helps us out some more here in
the remainder of (:2) - because we have this 2nd clause of the
sentence (which is the 3rd Major Component of the
Checkpoint) given an additional feature that the 1st clause of
(:2) doesn’t have.
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- And again—it helps to use that little exercise we
often go through: Notice what Paul DOESN’T say:
(He doesn’t say, And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by

the renewing of your mind.) [period]

- And what I’m after here is that—unlike the 1st clause of
(:2), here in the 2nd clause, there is an additional phrase—
beginning with the word that—which indicates that there is a
purpose clause attached to the end of the phrase: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind...

- And the purpose clause says: that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.

- That means that our Father expects us, at this checkpoint, to be able
to intelligently acknowledge to Him that not only are we to
understand and appreciate that, in general, our sonship life will ever
consist of being transformed by the renewing of our mind—but we

are to also acknowledge WHY that takes place—for what purpose
that all is designed for: which is for us to be able to prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God— which we can do
because of our sonship education by Him!

- So the final Major Component of the Sonship Checkpoint
has us acknowledging to our Father that our for the remainder
of our life as His son/daughter is going to consist of having
our lives transformed by the renewing of our mind—for the
purpose of us being able to prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

- So let’s begin looking at the details of the 3rd Major Component to this
Sonship Checkpoint:

- but (in contrast to not being conformed to this world) be ye (2pp,
Nom. = all of you [not just as believers], but as sons in the context)
transformed—what does it mean to be transformed?

- petapopdow = to change into another form. We get our
English word ‘metamorphosis’ from it - but the KJ
translators (while having that word available in 1611) didn’t
use it—why? — because metamorphosis carried the idea of
being changed in form or shape by magic or witchcraft!
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- transform = to change the shape or form of something—it also
carries the shade of meaning of a change into another form that is
permanent resulting from internal laws of growth, which means that
it follows the natural order of things (which is what the adoption of
sons does)—and in nearly every definition of the word, the
illustration is used of a caterpillar transforming into a butterfly.

- Therefore when you use the word transform, you’re talking
about a DRASTIC CHANGE taking place!

- Now be careful—again, we’re dealing with general issues;
and more than that we’re dealing with a sonship checkpoint.
And what I mean by that is—we’re NOT dealing with
information that is designed to teach us or instruct us in some
doctrinal issue here—there’s no new doctrine being
introduced here—and that means that you’re not supposed to
deal with these terms as a “doctrine” in and of themselves!
And that means that the words like transformed or renewing
of your mind or even the will of God are NOT supposed to be
dealt with as a category of doctrine! That will get you
nowhere, in fact, that will only serve to destroy what’s going
on here!

- The idea here is that you intelligently acknowledge to your Father
that your desire, your ambition, aim, goal, objective in the education
that lays before you is for you to be transformed—

- You no longer desire to be pressed or reduced into a
likeness of manners, opinions, and qualities of this present
earthly state of human affairs—you don’t want to be
conformed to this world —

- But rather, your desire is to be drastically changed
(transformed) — and maybe the proper question at this point
isn’t about the transformation, but the question you should be
able to answer is: Transformed into what??? - (because
everything in Rom. 12:1-2 are all things you should already
know about)! — so, Transformed into what?

- You know what the transformation is from, right?
(from being conformed to this world) - so what have
you been told already that you should know what
you’re going to be transformed into?
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- You’re going to be transformed from a natural, ungodly
man—with ungodly thinking and ungodly conduct, and with
no natural capacity to labor with God—into what??? —

into the image of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ!

- Notice that here in Rom. 12:2, you have that word in the 1st
clause— “And be not conformed ...” — when was that last
time you saw that word conformed? — back in Romans §:29!

- (In fact, Rom. 8:29 & Rom. 12:2 are the ONLY
times Paul [and the entire Bible] ever uses that word)!

- So the ‘prompting’ has been put in your mind—that rather than
being conformed to this world — your desire is just as it was when
you went through sonship establishment—to be conformed to the
image of his Son (to the Lord Jesus Christ as God’s adopted son)!

- And that demands a transformation take place!
(A permanent, drastic change into another form)!

- That’s the ‘caterpillar-to-the-butterfly — one is
your natural, ungodly state, being transformed into
the other—the image of Christ!

- Romans 12:2—And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed (now we get the ‘how’ - the mechanical means by which
we’re going to be transformed into the image of Christ) - by the
renewing of your mind,

- That’s is the general mechanics of how that transformation
is going to take place.

- renewing — what does that mean? = to make new, to restore to a
former state, to rebuild, to repair—interestingly, the idea here has a
shade of meaning of a renewal or complete change for the better!

- Interestingly, the only other time in the Bible where that
word is used is in Titus 3:5 (read 3:1-7 a sonship issue!)

- And the way this transformation has to take place is by your mind
being made new— which means, as you acknowledge to your Father
what you want your life to now be about in view of the mercies He’s
bestowed upon you—you have to acknowledge and appreciate your
dire need for your mind to be made new and repaired from all the
damage that’s been done to it!



Page 94

Romans 12

- It’s interesting that Charles Smith in his “Synonyms
Discriminated” brings out a shade of meaning that renew
has in which he says, “Renew belongs to things internal, to
one’s self—and a similar term like Renovate which never
implies any cessation or interval of time; Renew is often
employed of the taking up of what has been suspended.”

- Perhaps, what is being stressed by renewing of your mind
is to restore your mind to a state that God can, as a Father,
educate and edify you unto godliness, just as He could with
Adam, prior to his sinning—a state of mind that has been
suspended until sonship education can renew it by the power
of the leading of the Spirit of God causing the living words
of the living God to live now in you!

- But the truth of the matter is—a great deal of damage has been
done to your mind by the course of this world and through your
natural ungodly thinking and ungodly education you’ve been
receiving from this world.

- And the concept behind renewing is that your mind is changing
over and over and over again—throughout your education as a son.

- Kind of like, element by element of your mind—or piece
by piece of it is made new—and the “ing” on the end of
renew tells you that it’s going to be an on-going process
as long as the education lasts.

- renewing takes into account (much like ‘repair’) that there
is something there (in the design of your mind) that’s ok -
or that’s salvageable—there’s some of it that’s worth
keeping.

- And the truth is, God doesn’t take out your mind and give
you another one that’s blank (or just formatted) - but He
takes the one you’ve got and keeps what’s structurally there
and repairs all the damage—and along with that, produce
the proper thinking structure that He ever designed a human,
intelligent mind to operate upon!

- And the mind is what gets the attention and focus here because you
know that it is ‘ground zero’ (so to speak) - it is the very basis upon
which godly living and godly labor will be built.
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- So it comes as no surprise that you acknowledge to your
Father that the only means for you to successfully be
transformed is by the renewing of your mind—and that’s the
basic, general, mechanical means by which your sonship
education is going to take place—(because that matches up
with the issue of what a son is in the first place [back there in
Romans 8:14] - one who is led by the Spirit—something has
to take place (a radical change has to take place) in my mind
so I can walk after the Spirit and be spiritually minded!

- Which, when the thinking is godly, in turn allows
for godly living and godly labor to take place.

- And sonship edification/education is the means by which
all that gets accomplished!

- And let me say it even stronger: SONSHIP EDIFICATION is the
ONLY MEANS by which that renewing of your mind can take place
and can get accomplished!

- And I say it that way just to underscore the fact that God only will
accept one (and only one) way to get the renewing of your mind
accomplished and thereby produce the transformation you must make
in order to be conformed to the image of God’s Son!

- No other way—no other means—no other education
process, edification process (no other edification ‘model’),
no man-made, Pastor-made, Bible Scholar-made, system/

- Every other attempt at edification or spiritual maturity (or whatever
you want to call it) will FAIL to produce godly edifying which is in
faith (I Tim. 1:4)!

- Other ways or systems or approaches may produce some
sort of education (or data building) - but they all fall far short
of producing godly edifying—WHY ? — Because they all

are competing forms of godliness that deny the power thereof
— and the “power thereof™ is the recognition of Paul’s
letters as a doctrinal curriculum that is to be followed, from
Romans through II Thessalonians!

- And the truth is—the vast majority of Christians don’t acknowledge
that (they deny it), and even many who ‘rightly divide’ deny that!
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- And, folks, that is the most radical, revolutionary thought or concept
a Christian could ever have!

- When you realize that ‘going to church’ - being involved in
‘activities’ and ‘fellowship’ — (and all those things that there
can be a value in, in certain circumstances)—are NOT the
answer to your life at all!!

- “Going to church” is only the answer—if, at church, your
mind is being renewed—having “fellowship” with other
saints is only valuable if the renewing of your mind is
accompanied by that fellowship!

- The only method and the only means for your life to be
transformed is through the renewing of your mind—and
that’s accomplished by means of this sonship education.

- And that’s something your Father wants you to
acknowledge at this checkpoint—and therefore, that demands
that you have a level of commitment (as a student) to give
your mind to the education and apply your mind to the
education.

- If you acknowledge, Father, I don’t want to be conformed
to this world, 1 want to be transformed by the renewing of my
mind—well, you’re acknowledging (and if your heart means
that, and that’s real, and you’re not just saying it because you
think that’s what your Father wants you to say—then you’re
acknowledging that, Father, I’m giving you my mind!

- And every chance I can get, to get new information from
You (in order to replace faulty thinking in my mind), ’'m
going to take — every thing that’s taught, I’'m going to pour
over and investigate and prove and make sure becomes a part
of my thinking—because that’s the only way this
transformation will take place!

- That transformation can’t take place through years of
attending church—it can’t take place through any other
means than through my mind being renewed by my Father’s
curriculum He wrote and designed with that renewing of my
mind in view!
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Romans 12:1-2

1

1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

- This is what the rest of your life as your Father’s son (that is, the rest
of your Christian life) is going to be composed of! (that is, proving
the will of God).

- that - this transformation by the renewing of your mind is for a
specific purpose (and the final phrase of [:2] is a purpose clause).

- ye (2pp. Nom. = each and every one of you who have accomplished
sonship orientation and sonship establishment—all of you
AS SONS—not just all of you as Christians—this isn’t for
just any old Christian!)

- And as I’ve so often said—the ‘kicker’ to all this is that
YOU (as a son), YOU are going to prove God’s will—it’s
not going to be a life of: praying, “OH GOD, what is your
will???” in this situation, or that situation—NO! instead of
trying to ascertain God’s will in a certain situation by prayer
or by getting God to “tell” you through some audible voice, or
some “still small voice” or by flipping through the Bible until
you “feel led” to a passage that seems to “speak to you” or
by “silent meditation” until a message is received by some
kind of spiritual osmosis—you are going to be able to
intelligently, confidently TELL GOD HIMSELF, “Here, this
is exactly what your will is in this or that situation or
circumstance!”

- You will determine God’s will, all on your own—
and by your being educated by Him with the skill-sets
you acquire in this sonship education, it’s as if you
will be able to say to your Father, THIS is what your
will is, isn’t it? And He will say, Why, yes it is!

- That’s adult sonship thinking and decision-making!

- may prove—What does it mean to prove something?
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- prove = to test for surety; to put to the test; to try the quality of or
the genuineness of; to ascertain some unknown quality or truth by a
test or standard; to verify or find one’s will.

- Really, in this context, it’s talking about: to ascertain one’s
will,

- And when you ascertain something—or ascertain some
unknown quality by a standard—then what you’re doing is:
you’re making certain or defining or reducing to precision
by removing obscurity or ambiguity, what God’s will is!

- And the issue is—that our education as sons is going to provide for
us to identify and ascertain—(and that means to make certain; to
define; and to be absolutely precise [precision]) God’s good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will.

- And this means that what your sonship education will be able to
give you—is an understanding of God’s will—where there is no
ambiguity, no inaccuracy, no unclearness, no obscurity or fuzziness—
but you’re absolutely certain, sure, and precise in your understanding
that this is exactly what God’s will is—and this is exactly how God
would think about this—and this is how He would have me think
about this!

- And not only are you going to ascertain God’s will—not
only are you going to know what it is on your own (so to
speak) - but notice Paul doesn’t say, ‘that ye may know the
will of God’ — but Paul says, that ye may prove the will of
God! (Which is a far stronger way of putting it! In fact, it’s
putting it in the strongest of terms!!! It’s putting it in the
strongest way possible!)

- But now let’s think about how Paul states the will of God here in
(:2).

- We are given 3 descriptive terms that describe (or better)
encompass the will of God in this case.

- And before going into what those 3 descriptive terms are about—
When you’re talking about “God’s will” — and talking about it in the
context of being God’s son—of being what God ever created you for
and designed you for in the first place—what do we say God created
us for; or designed us for ... or adopted us for in the first place???
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- Answer: To think like God thinks; to live like God lives;
and to labor with God in all that He’s doing.

- And really—because of the way this is being presented to you here
at this Sonship Checkpoint—you would expect, when it comes to
describing the ascertaining or proving of God’s WILL—you would
almost expect 3 things to pop up next!

- Because what’s being described here is what all your education as

a son is going to accomplish—and therefore since you’ve already
come to realize that it is going to accomplish those 3 things—3 things
that ALL TOGETHER go to describing what God’s will is—it should
come as no surprise to find that God’s will is described in 3 distinctive
terms—and all 3 of them match up with the 3 aspects of what it means
to have been adopted by God unto this education in the first place!

- The transformation has you being conformed to the image of the
Lord Jesus Christ—and since you have no natural form of godliness
all on your own (you can’t naturally think, live, or labor with God) -
and more than that, you can’t do that simply because your saved or
justified unto eternal life!

- It takes being transformed by the renewing of your mind in order to
get that accomplished!

- And that transforming is going to be broken down into 3 things:
being conformed to the image of Christ by being transformed in the
area of my thinking; my conduct; and what | exert my energy & spend
my time doing (or what I labor in).

- And even if you wouldn’t use these terms—it should come as no
shock that when you see God’s will being reduced to 3 descriptive
terms—that Paul is talking about GODLINESS'!

- And the issue is—that our sonship education is going to allow for us
to prove or ascertain (not by experiment, but by a standard) just how
we are to first of all THINK about a certain situation or
circumstance?; and then, how should I conduct myself in light of that
new and precise thinking?; and then, how can I put that thinking and
that conduct together and incorporate them into some operation of,

or aspect of God’s business so that I can labor with Him?

- And those 3 terms (good, acceptable, perfect) are describing
the 3 aspects of godliness in a particular way.
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- And that “particular way’ - or why Paul doesn’t say, ‘that ye
may prove what thinking, living, and laboring with God is’
— and that’s because the 3 descriptive terms are stated in
describing the will of God and not, specifically, godliness.

- And so we have God’s will that we will be proving said to be:
that good, and acceptable, and perfect ...

- good (a very broad and general term) = it can be contrasted to bad,
or contrasted to evil—but the ‘first-things-first’ in your education that
your Father needs to do, and that He expects you to understand at this
point—is that He needs to provide for your mind (which is directly in
view here—your thinking) to be made... good.

- That is, purged from the defective, evil, corrupt, bad
information that currently occupies it.

- And the wonderful thing about that term good—is that all
those things can be said in opposition to it—(corrupt,

bad, defective) - and you could fill in a whole bunch of other
things at this point that are just less than good.

- First and foremost, it’s that good will of God—and that
focuses upon the effects of my education upon my thinking!

- Your Father is going to first of all put in your mind what
He says is good—He’s going to replace that bad, corrupt,
defective thinking—and this is consistent with what we came
to understand and appreciate in our sonship establishment—
(that is, to have a clear knowledge of what is good in His
sight and what is evil—and to be able to make clear
decisions that will preserve us from wasting our time on
useless, worthless pursuits ... ) [as per our sum. state. ]

- God is going to provide what Paul talked about with
Timothy as a good conscience and a good sound mind.

- proving what is that good will of God is that | know for sure how
I’m supposed to think about this situation—this opportunity—this
circumstance — this is the good thinking, the good way to view this;
it’s not defective, it’s not corrupt by man’s wisdom or thinking; it’s
not selfish—or whatever—it’s good thinking—it’s sound.
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- Next: and acceptable = not only does it mean, that which may be
received with pleasure; agreeable or pleasing; - but as Webster in his
1828 Dictionary defines it: as a man makes himself acceptable by
his services or civilities.

- acceptable—focuses upon the ability that we’re going to gain in our
education as sons that will determine the acceptable way of
manifesting that good thinking in the conduct and behavior of our
lives.

- This focuses upon our actions—the way we live!

- Our sonship education is going to be able to provide for us to
identify and put on display the acceptable way to conduct ourselves
as sons—in light of the good thinking that we have obtained from our
Father.
- And fascinatingly enough—when we scan down through
the instruction (as it begins in Romans 12:3 ff) — that we’re
going to find a whole bunch of things coming at us in 3’s!
(thinking gets addressed first; then the living; and then the
laboring)!

- And sonship (by default) demands that the Father isn’t just teaching
His son for ‘kicks’ - but He’s ultimately teaching him so that he can
end up working and laboring with the Father in the Father’s business.

- So, it’s only natural that a father would begin with having to
get his son’s thinking good (in line with the father’s thinking);
and then, from that good thinking, the son begins to put that
thinking into practice in his conduct & behavior—which,
because of the good thinking will be acceptable & pleasing to
the father—and then, based upon those 2 elements, the son
can then begin working and laboring with the father with a
perfection to it that has the son emulating his father in all that
he does!

- So then we have: and perfect, - (and notice by way of the English
Grammar—the commas make it so that we’re not talking about 2
things [i.e., good and acceptable] that describe the perfect will of God,
but that we’re definitely talking about 3 things—all 3 of which are
describing the will of God—and the last one is perfect.

- perfect = finished; complete; wanting nothing—as a perfect likeness
or a perfect work.
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- That perfect will of God is the ability to take that new good thinking
and that acceptable behavior—and incorporate them into an aspect of
God’s business.

- And our sonship education is going to always be following
this form—proving what is that good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God.

- You’re going to learn that good way to think—and then the
only acceptable & pleasing conduct & behavior in light of
that — and then here’s the perfection—here’s God’s perfect
will—producing a perfect likeness and perfect work, laboring
with Him in light of that good thinking and acceptable living.

- Now the wonderful thing about godly edification is that you cannot
ascertain what is that perfect will of God if you don’t first of all have
that good and acceptable in place—you can’t determine the proper
or acceptable conduct and behavior unless you first of all have the
good thinking in place!

- And in each form of doctrine you get—you’re first going to be
taught things that are designed simply to change the way you think
(so that it’s no longer bad & corrupt & deficient), but you’re thinking
properly and good — and that’s all that that information is designed
to do—it’s not designed to be used in any other way than to change
an aspect of your thinking ...

— and then you’re going to be taught something that—in light of that
change in your thinking—if that’s ‘stuck” — then here’s the way that
you ascertain and prove what is the acceptable way to conduct
yourself in light of that—and now that’s going to change the way you
live ...

— and then you’re going to get (once you’ve successfully changed
the way you think and have implemented new & acceptable conduct
& behavior in your life) — you’re going to be given the opportunity
to now ascertain & prove what is that perfect will of God—and be
able to say, The reason why I was taught to think this way; the reason
why I was taught to conduct myself this way; was all so that I could
labor with God in this operation.

- And that’s why it says: that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
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- And that’s what your Father wants at this checkpoint—to acknowledge to
Him that you “get it” - everything that you’ve been taught up to this point has
done it’s job—and I want exactly what You want for me: that is, to not be
conformed to this world: but to be transformed by the renewing of my mind,
that I may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

- [ understand that that’s how all this education is going to take
place—and I present by body to you, Father—willing and excited and
committed to begin that transformation NOW — I want my mind
renewed with the instruction of wisdom!

- Are there any questions? Comments?

- Well, I’'m ready ... what do you say?

- Are you ready to go on to Phase 2 of Level I, Sonship Edification?

THE END OF PHASE 1, LEVEL I, SONSHIP EDIFICATION.
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LEVEL1 — PHASE 2 — SONSHIP EDIFICATION.
- Read Proverbs 1:1-6 again.

- Table of Contents: Proverbs 1:3
“To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;”

- At this point in your education, you’re now beyond the point of coming to
know the value and worth of all that it means for you to have been adopted by
your Father—(to no longer be treated as a child, with all of the restrictions
that childhood has—and now being treated as an adult son with all of the
glorious liberty that adult sonship has—and the grand prospect of one day
entering into doing business with your Father) - and more than that, the
needed adjustments to your attitude have now been properly fulfilled
(sufficient enough) so that the your desire to be educated matches your
Father’s desire to educate you.

- You have now come to understand and appreciate in some measure
how this whole education is going to be personally useful to you; you
now has a measure of your Father’s likes and dislikes operating on
the evaluation scale of your heart—and they match up with the likes
and dislikes in your own heart.

- You see the benefit and profit that this education is supposed to be
to you—and by the effectual working of the information your Father
gave you to establish you as His son—you now value and esteem the
education you’re about to receive properly and positively.

- To you at this point, the education you’re getting from your Father
is now the ‘love of your life.’

- And in view of all that, you should be genuinely and seriously and
passionately crying, “Abba, Father!” — I want this—and you should
be genuinely and intelligently persuaded that your Father and the
curriculum He’s forged will succeed with you (as long as you operate
upon that curriculum) no matter what comes your way in connection
with either the sufferings of this present time, or in connection with
any obstacles or opposition that you’ll ever encounter from the
enemies to your sonship success — and with the kind of attitude and
commitment you now have as a result of your sonship establishment;
and having passed the Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2 —
you’re now asking your Father, “Let’s get going with the education!”
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- And now with that basic similarity of attitude & commitment that
you need to have, you can now sit down with your Father and look at
your Father as your main teacher now—and the one from whom you
now want to receive all this information.

- And once you’ve gone through Phase 1—and once you’ve properly come
“To know...” and “to perceive...” — now you begin to “receive”.

- We now encounter our 3rd “7Te-Infinitive” - and you should perceive
that this is just a little bit different than those first 2 infinitives.

- And it really is different—because when you’re dealing with a
context of ‘an education’ - and within the context of these 6 verses—
and within the way it gets presented to you—you kind of have in
those first 2 infinitives what is kind of like showing up for class, but
those first couple of lessons really only deal with orientation (or
establishment) - or introduction to the whole education laying out
in front of you.

- And even though “fo know” and “to perceive” does have you
‘getting” something—(because all of the infinitives are telling you
what these Proverbs are going to do) - and when you come fo know
wisdom and instruction—and you come fo perceive the words of
understanding—you are getting something—but you’re really not
getting it in quite the same way as when you receive the instruction of
wisdom, justice, ....

- In fact—what I’m driving at is that within the context and the way
you’re presented with this Table of Contents—even though in those
first 2 infinitives that made up your basic sonship establishment—it’s
more or less like all you’ve done so far is just listen and think.

- That is, (and to put it in the framework of going to school),
up to this point you really haven’t opened any books yet—
you really haven’t taken any notes yet — you really haven’t
begun any of the courses in the ‘core curriculum’ as of yet.

- Not to say that what you’ve been doing isn’t important—
because it is—vitally important and critical to insure that the
rest of the education will effectually work and be successful.

- And I’m not minimizing Phase 1 of Level [—because it’s
got to be accomplished before any of the rest of the education
can have any chance to do its job!
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- But all I'm saying is that you haven’t really begun getting
the meat (or even the ‘appetizer’) of the curriculum—until
you begin ‘receiving’ it in (:3).

- And you need to appreciate that fact—that what begins to happen
when you “receive instruction” is getting the education underway in
earnest—you’re getting down to business (so to speak) - getting
down to the serious business of receiving your education!

- And this is actually the first time in the education as sons you’ve graduated
to ‘receiving the instruction’ - and this is the first time your sonship life gets
put on display—where, for the first time you begin to practice your sonship
life and position.

- Buy this time, you should be ‘dying to get it’ (so to speak) - you
should be ‘chomping at the bit’ or greatly desiring to get it!

- So in (:3) we have, “To receive the instruction ...” - and even though we’ve
already encountered the word “instruction” before—we now need to really
understand and appreciate what that means beyond just getting the education.

- “instruction” = when you basically think of instruction or
instructions you most often think of a set of directions (like the
directions on how to build a model—or directions on how to put a
bicycle together—or something like that).

- Or directions or teaching on how to do something.
- An instruction book; an instruction manual.

- OED Definition: the imparting of knowledge or skill; making
known to a person what he is required to do.

- And really that’s one side of the coin (so to speak) - but
there’ another aspect to instruction that’s vital to coming to
a real understanding and appreciation of it—especially in the
context of this sonship education you’re now getting from
your Father.

- Because this other side of the coin is what instruction
implies or a shade of meaning of what instruction is driving
at.

- And it’s this other implied meaning that is significant to the
word instruction that really makes the impact on (or sets the
stage for) just what you’re to expect in this next Phase.
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- And it’s important that you appreciate that instruction isn’t merely
teaching—because teaching can be an informing of the understanding
about things you may already know, but just how to use it differently.

- Also, teaching is the more proper word to use when dealing
with strict academics (science/art)—not to mention the fact
that you don’t even need a “person” at all to be taught—for
example, history can teach you things.

- But instruction is personal—in fact it is the most excellent
and proper word to use when referring to a child being taught
by his parent/parents—a son is properly instructed by his
father!

- The critical issue that instruction is driving at (a shade of meaning,
if you will) - is that when you’re dealing with instruction, you’re
dealing with a body of information that you do NOT innately
possess and you’re going to be getting knowledge that you do NOT
just automatically know—and you’re going to be taught, therefore,
things that do not necessarily or naturally fit in your thinking—and so
adjustments are going to have to be made—and that concept that we
run into there in Romans 12:1-2 comes into play—the mind is going
to start being renewed.

- And really the critical thing about receiving instruction is that you
are now going to get information that up to this time you are ignorant
of!

- And we need to put both concepts together in order to really get the
appreciation of what it means for us to receive instruction in all 4 of
those following areas mentioned in (:3) - wisdom, justice, and
Judgment, and equity.

- So when you’re talking about instruction—and receiving instruction
in this context of our sonship education - it’s:
1) The receiving of directions or a body of information on
how to do something that you don’t know how to do; with

the ability to do something that you don’t naturally have the
ability to do; and,

2) This body of information (or instruction that ’'m
receiving) on how to do something— is information that prior
to me receiving it, I was totally ignorant of!
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- And as your mind begins the process of being renewed—old
information that now has no value whatsoever—and information that
gets acquired from the world and the wisdom of this world is going to
have to be recognized for the worthlessness that it is—and that it’s
all going to have to be replaced—and in view of all that being the
critical and necessary thing that it is (even the natural thing to do that
it is) - in view of that, when you see in the Table of Contents that this
next level of sonship education is “To receive the instruction” of
some things—it is to be expected that things are going to get more
intricate and more complex.

- Because you’re new getting beyond just acquiring some basic
concepts in the mind and the orientation of the mind—or better yet,
the awaking of the mind.

- By the time you get to Phase 2 of Level [—the mind is now
awakened to the son’s status and establishment—and now that the
mind is awake, the human spirit of the son is now in a position where
a whole bunch of additional features are going to come along and be
added to his awakened mind and spirit—and you’re going to begin
going somewhere with it all.

- And by the time you hit (:3) you get confronted with 4 terms that
(even though the 1st one has been encountered before, the other 3
have not) - and just by being familiar with how your Father presents
things to you—you know that you’re now ‘out of the stands, and on
the field’ (so to speak) - you’re now going from the general to the
particular—or as we often like to say, “This is where the rubber starts
meeting the road”!

- And when it comes to the first thing you are supposed to perceive here—
“To receive the instruction ....” — you need to realize that the information
your Father is going to give you is information that you are ignorant of, and
it’s going to provide you with the ability to do some things. (And without that
information, you won’t properly do the things you’re supposed to do—[you
won’t be able to put all the parts together—in the right order] and so forth).

- And depending upon the nature of the information—it could be helpful, or it
could be absolutely essential—(and you realize that you need to follow the
instructions if you want to get the thing put together right—with no parts left
over!) — and if you have some idea of what it looks like (if you’ve seen it),
the instructions may just be felpful—but in other instances, (if you haven’t
seen it) the instructions are absolutely essential.
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- And you can bet (if you’re a betting man) that in the vast majority
of the cases—almost no one in modern-day Christianity has ever seen
a properly educated and properly edified adult, adopted son of God!

- Couple that with the fact that the instruction (and instruction
manual) you’re getting is given to you from God your Heavenly
Father to provide for you to begin emulating Him!

- (To provide for you putting your sonship life into practice
for the very first time! - being conformed to the image of
his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ)

- And that makes that information contained in the “instructions” not
merely ‘helpful’ (as most Christians—and some non-Christians view
it) - this is ESSENTIAL information/instruction that has to be

precisely followed—followed in the right order—and not one part of
it taken lightly or set aside just because YOU don’t see how it works,
or YOU see/imagine a better way to do it (translation: a short-cut)!!!

- Now, at this point I just want to take what we’ve been talking about and
dealing with in just this initial phrase of (:3) - “To receive the instruction” and
by taking what we’ve now come to understand and appreciate about ‘receiving
instruction’ and take it one step further—and state it so that you see, crystal
clear, what that means to you—and the huge impact that just that phrase (with
the 4 things looming out there in the rest of the verse) - but really just that one
phrase—to see the impact that is supposed to now make on your human spirit.

- Because when you’re told now by your Father that you are going to
‘receive instruction’ in some things—some of the very things that
make up the way He, Himself thinks and how His own heart works
and functions—and you’re kind of like that kid who couldn’t draw

a stick-man or sculpt anything other than an ashtray or candle holder,
but when he goes out and gets a model of a ‘56 Ford F-100 and he
opens up the box and sees a couple hundred tiny plastic parts—he
grabs hold of the instructions, and with a little glue and paying close
attention to those instructions—those instructions actually transform
that sorry artist into a master craftsman when he finally puts that last
piece of the model on and he looks at a finished product that is an
exact replica of the original!

- Well, you know that he’s been given instructions—and those
instructions gave him information that he was innately or naturally
ignorant of—but it did more than that—what else did those
instructions do?




Page 110 Romans 12

- That kid who’s never ever put a model together in his life opens up
that box—and he realizes he’s got a big problem—he’s never done
this before—but laying there on top are those instructions!

- (A:) — he’s going to be able to do something that he’s never
done before!

- And that is a huge issue now for you as a son!

- And that’s why you need instruction—why it’s essential—because
you’re going to now have to put some things together so that you can

be able to do some things that you’ve never done before in your life!

- And the first thing that you’re is going to do now in Phase 2 of
Level I of his sonship education is to get some information—to
receive some instruction for doing some things you’ve never done
before!

- (At least never done them like your Father’s done them.)

- And that’s the gist of what it means “7o receive the instruction of”’
(whatever) - the you’re going to have some information given to you
that is going to teach you how to do some things that, without this
instruction, you’re not going to be able to do them—at least not to the
emulation of your Father.

- And now we need to see what those thing are.

- And remember that they have been chosen and arranged by the
‘model-maker’ - by the Father who knows all about the entire
program and curriculum—who functions in just this exact same way
Himself —who has proven, Himself, that it works—He’s been
successful at it—and now He’s going to perfectly instruct you, His
son to do just what He does in His own business.

- And so you’ve got 4 components to what you are fo receive the
instruction of: “wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;”

- And before going in to the details of what each of the 4 things mean
in the context they’re given here—when you just look at them ‘on the
surface’ (so to speak) - or just look at the overall scope of them—
what is it that they are giving you the ability to do? that you’ve never
done before? — (and I know that, because we’ve gone over this all
before, I know that you know what this is talking about).
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- Because while all 4 terms are not the same—while they do have
valid and essential differences—at the same time they are all closely
related—they all have something in common as far as them all being
spoken about within the context of this one objective to Phase 2 of
Level I of sonship edification.

- And you have to think of them having a commonness to them that
in each one of them (and all of them together) are going to have a
particular capacity that’s given to the son when he receives the
instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity—and what
the son gets out of all of it is a capacity or an ability to do something
that he’s never done before—and that he doesn’t have the natural,
innate ability to do.

- These 4 things have in common (at least in the context and
objective of verse 3) they do have a common capacity that an
individual acquires when he becomes a possessor of them.

- And what I’m after is—what is that capacity? - what is that ability
that he’s going to receive that has these 4 components to it?

- (A:) — by receiving the instruction of wisdom, justice, and
judgment, and equity—the son is given the capacity of godly
decision-making: the acquiring of decision-making skills.

- You’re going to receive instruction for making either
wise decisions; or just decisions; or judgmental decisions;
or equitable decisions.

- And when you kind of boil it all down—you’re going to see, and
you’re going to come to acknowledge and appreciate that really, those
4 areas: wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity—if you were to take
all of the areas of decisions you will ever make as a son—you might
not find that every one of them is a wise or just or judgmental or
equitable decision—because there may be decisions that you make
that don’t hit any one of these areas, but are decisions that actually
have developed out of these 4—but what you will find is that the vast
majority or bulk of the decisions you will ever have to make will be
either a wise, a just, a judgmental, or an equitable decision.

- Now, I know you already know this—but it’s important to bring all
that back into your mind right here as we begin Phase 2/Level L.
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- And don’t let that keep you from appreciating the hugeness of all this—and
the profound impact that is supposed to make upon your heart—because the
truth of the matter is, this is a huge issue—and this decision-making skill is
one that the world in general is desperately trying to conquer—and it is one
that the Christian world has been (in parallel with the world) struggling to
grasp hold of for a really long time.

- In fact, the Christian world is just as frustrated and discontented and
unhappy and disappointed and disillusioned with their ability to make
godly, proper decisions as anyone else in the religious world and in
the world in general! (They’re all just as lost as they can be in this
areal)

- And the ‘rub’ of it is that most Christians who do read the best-
sellers of the Christian ‘stable of stars’ winds up making decisions
that they only imagine are good and godly, but in reality wind up
being anything but that!

- Now there is another fantastic and wonderful aspect to our receiving the
instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity that goes along with
the capacity to make good, godly decisions.

- The other thing we’re going to see about these 4 things—and that
also contribute greatly to our appreciation of all 4 of them having in
common in the area of acquiring of decision-making skills—the other
thing we’re going to see is that wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity
aren’t just the decision-making skills that are expected in a son’s life
(although they most certainly are that, for sure) - but more than that,
receiving the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity
produces the abilities of a KING or a PRINCE or a GOVERNOR
or someone in governmental ruler-ship and authority to do his

iob!

- If he’s going to be good and skillful at what he does, a governor or
ruler has got to have wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity operating
in him—and he has to be instructed in each and every one of these
things so as to produce the corresponding decision-making skill!

- And what’s remarkable about that is that your Heavenly Father,
knowing that He’s going to be placing you in a position of governing-
type responsibility/authority in the creature—He starts you off with
immediately learning the skills you are going to need when you
function out there!—(vocational training)
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- NOTE TO SELF: At this point I taught more on the review of the Table of
Contents concerning Proverbs 1:3 from our original background work we did
prior to Romans 8:14ff.

- This information came from the Romans 8 study (Vol. 2), pages
425-435.

- I also dealt with the following Scripture passages when I brought
up the issue on pg. 425 (and on pg. 112 of these Romans 12 notes)
of the sonship decision-making skills producing the abilities of a
King, Prince, Governor, and Ruler—or someone in governmental
ruler-ship authority to do his job —

- In connection with the Lord Himself:

(Psa. 99:4 [New Song Psalm] - [judgment/equity])
(Isa. 9:6-7 [:7])

(Isa. 11:1-4 [:4))

- In connection with David:
(IT Sam. 8:15)

- In connection with Solomon:
(I Kings 10:4-9 [Queen of Sheba])

- Then, in a negative sense, and looking at the other side of
the coin (so to speak) - how God puts a premium (or high
value) upon these sonship decision-making skills:

(Micah 3:1-12 [:9])

- And underscoring that lack of them being found in
apostate Israel:
(Isa. 59:1-15)

- Then I tied in the issue of the threat this is all going to be to the
Adversary because he functions as a “Prince” ruler in both programs:

- “prince of this world” (John 12:31)
- “prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2)

- And I noted Gen. 32:28 and how the “Prince” issue is
brought up in the very name of Israel himself.

- Then I noted the sonship issues Paul brought up in Acts 26:13-18 (:18).
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- After this, I dealt with the issue of reviewing what we taught about
what the initial instruction in wisdom is going to be about from my
notes on Romans 8 (pages 430-435).

- Now, before going back to Romans 12:3—Iet’s look at the corresponding
exhortation that God gave to the members of the remnant of Israel—and
which functions for us as a kind of format to alert us (as sons) to the very
same aims, goals, and objectives that this body of information will have that
makes up our receiving the instruction of wisdom (especially), and then
justice, and judgment, and equity.

- The body of information in our curriculum for sonship education
that makes up the instruction of wisdom is initially found in Romans
12:3-16.

- And the corresponding Exhortation to the instruction of wisdom is
found in Proverbs 3:1-20.

- read Pro. 3:1-20

- reread Pro. 3:1-8 (note [:2] that issue of peace once again coming
up as one of the aims, goals, and objectives to the instruction
of wisdom!

- Let’s take note of another one of those aims, goals, and objectives that
sometimes isn’t understood and appreciated as well as it ought to be—and
that forms a very powerful exhortation for us to get this instruction of wisdom
from our Father as the first component to our godly, sonship decision-making
skills.

- Pro. 3:8—1It (the issue of :7) shall be health to thy navel, and
marrow to thy bones.

- David is exhorting Solomon here to the effects that this sound
doctrine will have upon him—and that’s what is often found in an
exhortation—the father tells his son, Look, son, here is what the
results of this information that I’m about to instruct you in will have
upon you—here are the benefits that will come to you as a result of
getting wisdom as the first of 4 sonship decision-making skills.

- And there is an affect that sound doctrine has upon you that doesn’t
merely affect your spirit and your soul—but affects your body as well.
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- And that’s because—since we have, (as Paul says in I Cor. 15:44) a
natural body and not a spiritual body right now—our body, therefore,
responds to our soul and net to our spirit.

- In other words—our soul functions kind of like an
‘interface’ between our human spirit and our body.

- And so the body responds to the soul.

- And if things are therefore “quiet” (so to speak) in the soul—then
the body is calm—(and I’m not talking about any physical illnesses
here that can affect your body) - but I’m talking about your body’s

response to your soul.

- And the “health” that (Pro 3:8) is talking about is NOT health from
physical ailments as far as diseases go—or as far as accidents go, or
anything along those lines—but it’s talking about the body’s response
to what is going on in the soul.

- And that’s what the body does—it responds to the soul—
therefore one of the best ways to illustrate that is when you
are in a situation where your body does something in response
to your emotions. (which come from your soul)

- For example—if you’ve ever had to speak before an
audience (make a toast, deliver a speech, teach a class, or
whatever) - or if you’ve ever performed in front of a live
audience (musically, or in sports, or whatever) — you have
probably felt some kind of response in your stomach or in
your bowels—(such as what is commonly called “butterflies
in your stomach). [The Barney Fife effect]

- And you get real nervous and you get shaky and tense and
even (in some cases) you throw up—or your bowls get
distressed—all based upon your soul!

- In fact, even in the case of falling in love—we have a colloquial
expression for this very thing—we often say we’re “love sick”!

- And we use the word “sick” to refer to the fact that our body
is responding to that—and we’ve got that emotional (soulish)
response coming out through our body—(sweaty palms)
where fear and anxiety has an affect on the body.
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- Now these are the kind of things being spoken about here—and
that’s what’s in view in Proverbs 3:8—it’s the issue of a state of
health—or the state of whatever you’re talking about, functioning
normally; without it being stressed and having an abnormal function
as a result of that stress.

- (That’s the basic concept of “health’).

- Mental health, therefore, is a mind that is not in a state of distress—
it’s at PEACE—nothing’s troubling it, or bothering it and therefore
causing problems in the person’s life. (You have mental health).

- And if you have Physical health—all the organs of your body are
functioning as they are supposed to function—you don’t have any
disease that’s afflicting you and causing an organ or part of your
body to function abnormally. (You have physical health.)

- Now when David is talking about Aealth to your navel, and marrow
to your bones—while this issue will have affects upon your physical
health—what is in view here is actually your spiritual wellbeing—
and not just any wellbeing (or general spiritual wellbeing) - but it’s

a particular spiritual wellbeing that’s in view—which involves the
issue of a particular distress that comes from what is stated back up
in (:7) - Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart
from evil.

- And there’s a particular inner man distress in connection with the
evil at the end of (:7).

- And the simple issue that’s in view there is that, when you conduct
yourself as a wise son (making wise sonship decisions), and one who
is not wise in his own eyes—but rather, functions upon the
information he’s receiving in the curriculum as he’s going through
it and benefiting from it’s effectual working—(especially that aspect
of wisdom that’s going to identify evil for what it is and allow for him
to make a wise sonship decision, therefore, to leave it alone and to
have nothing to do with it—to discern it’s enticements and not fall
for them) — that’s going to be health to your navel—(which is your
‘guts’).
- And that’s a simple description of the fact that the normal
emotional distress that you’re going to end up with & find
yourself experiencing as a son if you’re stupid enough to go
and participate in that evil—this will spare you from that!
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- And it will be marrow to your bones—and Job tells you about
having bones that are moistened with marrow—and the kind of
encouragement that is.

- And this describes exactly what’s supposed to take place—every
exercise in connection with the beginning of our sonship education
where we are receiving the 4 categories of sonship decision-making
skills—every exercise of one of those sonship decision-making skills
is designed to not only produce the affect it’s designed to produce
(which in this case is departing from evil) - but it’s also designed to
produce a corresponding encouragement on our part for the effectual
working of that information—and to therefore become more skillful
on our part to utilize it and apply it in other situations!

- And that’s the “marrow to your bones” issue.

- Even Job knew that the marrow in the bones is what produces the
blood—which is, in turn, what produces the life (the life of the flesh
is in the blood).

- Therefore the very ability to live your life, physically, is in your
blood— (but we’re talking here about functional life) — and the
growing, functional life of a son under Level I Sonship Education
comes from not merely acquiring, but exercising his instruction in
wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity—and to be gaining the skills
and the skill-sets that come from that and the experience and the
confidence that comes from that—and to broaden it beyond the
original parameters in which our Father puts it into other useful
places.

- And that’s because our Father gives those things to us in the
form of Principles—and a Principle (which is built upon the
word “Prince” = which is a top-level Ruler) - and a Principle
is a top-level decision-making capacity!

- And our Father gives us in our instruction in wisdom, justice,
judgment, and equity a series of Principles—and we first get
experience with them within the very context and confines in which
He puts them—but then the issue is for them to become marrow to
our bones—and to produce more of the life-blood of the sonship life!

- And as our heart gets enlarged, it gets a greater capacity to “pump”
that and to engage in more and more and more of godly thinking and
godly living and godly labor.
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- Those 2 issues of (:8) are the 2 things that are necessary for a son to
NOT stop his sonship education, and to go on.

- He doesn’t stop it because he wisely applies it (departs from
the evil) - then it produces the health to his navel (and the
distress isn’t there) - and it produces the marrow for his
bones (he’s able to go on to greater capacity)!

- And you’re going to find this come up again in Proverbs 4:22—but
there it’s health to all your flesh (not just your navel) - and if you
look at the surrounding context, you’ll find that there’s more involved
than just emotional distress that you’re going to encounter as a son.

- And this is something that you will find in the exact same way in
our sonship education—because isn’t one of the tactics of the
Adversary you learned about in Romans 8 not only tribulation, but
also distress? — and you can handle the tactic that character brings
against you to try to separate you from the love of Christ—and you
can become the more than conqueror in that situation—it’s going to
be health to your navel, and marrow to your bones, t0o as you gain
the experience that comes out of that battle with the Adversary.

- And you’ll be able to come along and shake your fist in the
face of the Adversary and say, That was nothing! What’s
your next tactic?

- And you won’t do that with any carnal bravado—you’ll do
that as a result of the godly edification coming along and
giving you the capacity to do that very thing!

- And that’s what those concepts are about—and of course,
they apply to the members of the remnant of Israel and in
their sonship too.

- Now—having completed Phase 1 of Level I Sonship Edification—and
having passed the critical Sonship Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2—and having
reviewed the Table of Contents for “What’s next?” — and having been
exhorted to receive the instruction of the 4 godly decision-making skills—
let’s now turn our attention to the actual curriculum for our sonship education
and get that education underway. (YEAH!!!!)

- ROMANS 12:3-16—The Instruction of WISDOM.
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- We know from the Table of Contents (of Proverbs 1:3) that our first course
of instruction is going to deal with the instruction of wisdom—and when we
first dealt with the Table of Contents and matched that up to the corresponding
curriculum for our sonship education as found in the epistles of the apostle
Paul—we said that our instruction of wisdom is found in Romans 12:3-16.

- But let’s just make sure that we see that the information in (:3-16)
all goes together—and that something different is begun at (:17) ff.

- Now I’ve given you my understanding of the body of information
that consists of our instruction of wisdom (being :3-16) - but do you
see that? do you see that there’s a difference between what is being
dealt with in (:3-16), and that that all goes together—and then
something different begins to be deal with starting in (:17)?

- Well, there are a couple of things that help us out here and help to
verify that there is something different that begins to be deal with in

¢17f6).

- One has to do with paying attention to the context of what
is being talked about and dealt with beginning in (:3) - and
then follow that continuity and context until a shift takes
place and something else comes up—and our attention then
begins to take on a different topic or different issue.

- And so—the question arises—what is the central thing or
central issue that is being dealt with? (Now keep in mind that
we are receiving the instruction of wisdom—however the
word wisdom never occurs in this section, albeit the word
wise does occur).

- And, really, the way (:16) ends, and the way (:17)
begins is a huge clue to tell us that there is a different
issue now being turned to beginning there in (:17).

- (But back to the question at hand) - granted, the issue at
hand beginning in (:3) is the instruction of wisdom—but our
Father doesn’t instruct us “outright” in wisdom per se, (that is,
He doesn’t say, Ok, son, wisdom is (this), and wisdom is
(that), and wisdom is (this other thing).

- No. Rather our Father instructs us in His initial, basic
wisdom by use of (or by way of) something else—what is it?



Page 120 Romans 12

- The basic means by which our Father instructs us to receive the
instruction of wisdom is by means of LOVE—GODLY LOVE.
(And I say godly love, because [just as you have come to recognize
from :2] you already know something about love—but the kind of
love you know about by in large comes from the way this world has
taught you about love—granted, you have come to know something
about God’s love—but it’s minimal, and really you haven’t had any
“form of doctrine’ that addressed godly love as of yet).

- You’ve come to know that God, indeed, loves you (you learned

that back in the first 5 chapters of Romans that dealt with the gospel
of Christ and your Justification) - and you’ve come to possess the
love of Christ which is loving your sonship life and the aims, goals,
and objectives of it, just as Christ Himself loves it (and as your Father
loves it) - but that’s different from being instructed in it as a means

of teaching you your Father’s wisdom.

- Now we’ll come back to that in a little bit in order to deal
with why He does it this way, but for now I just want to
simply identify that the means by which our Father instructs
us in His wisdom is by confronting us with the issue of His
godly love.

- And we can verify that because after you get through the
opening verses of (:3-8), He says in (:9), Let love be without
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which
is good.
- Again, Let love be ..... — and that demands
something—what is it? — it demands that godly
love has begun to be formed in your thinking by
means of the preceding information (the information
contained in [:3-8])!

- Otherwise (if godly love hasn’t been formed in you
by that point), how in the world can you ever Let
love be ... anything???

- And so—contextually, you should see something interesting about
how this body of information opens up—and the way it ends up.

- Notice that in (:3) it begins with how you think about
yourself—and it ends in (:16) coming ‘full circle’ (so to
speak) back to the issue of how you think about yourself.
(And that’s an indicator that you’ve come to the end of a
body of information in [:16]).
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- Therefore, by the context we see that something different
(maybe not altogether different), but something different does
begin to get addressed in (:17) because the context that began
in (:3) is brought full circle in (:16).

- But another thing that indicates to you that something different is
being dealt with in (:17ff) is that first word of (:17).

- Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest
in the sight of all men.

- Recompense is a justice-type word = to compensate or make
a return of an equal nature for anything given to you—usually
for a wrong done to you—(an ‘eye for an eye’ type thing—
which is a just or justice type concept).

- So by the very first word of (:17) we are given a ‘red flag’
(so to speak) that we’ve now ventured into a different form
of instruction than we’ve been in before.

- Therefore, based upon the context, and the style of the presentation
of the information—and based upon the terminology—(as well as
what we’re to expect to have coming up from the Table of Contents)
— my understanding is that Romans 12:3-16 forms the first body of
information that is designed to give us the instruction of wisdom.

- And just by a general reading of the text, our Father has determined
that the best way to give us that initial, basic instruction of wisdom is
to get that all accomplished by producing in us the effectual working
of godly love.

- (Now there’s another reason for why I understand that
[:3-16] is what comprises that ‘form of doctrine’ - but I’ll try
to bring that out by addressing what I mention earlier).

- And so I think that the next thing we should do is address that issue
I talked about before—and that is WHY does our Father instruct us in
the initial and fundamental understanding and appreciation for His
wisdom (which will enable us to begin making wise decisions) by
means of confronting us with this issue of His godly love?

- In other words—why doesn’t He just start off with,
“Wisdom is ... this, and that, and this and that™???
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- And here you see something of the genius of God and the genius of
His skill as a teacher—Why is the appropriate way to instruct you in
your Father’s wisdom, to do so by instructing you about the
fundamental issues of godly love?

- First of all—you always have to keep in mind what this is being set
in contrast to—who are you, as a son, being contrasted with?

- Answer: (12:2) And be not conformed to this world—
you’re being contrasted with the ungodly men and ungodly
thinking of this world.

- And the greatest mark of wisdom (for a son) is to be doing what
love is at it’s root or core element—and what is the root or core
element of love?

- Answer: When you love something (or someone), you
value it and you esteem it!

- And therefore love is the perfect and most excellent way of all for
a Father to instruct His son in how to make wise decisions from the
get-go!

- Because the greatest mark of wisdom (for a son) is to value and
esteem something the exact same way his Father values and esteems
it—to value and esteem it the way his Father does, NOT the way the
world does (or how the ungodly men in the world do)!

- This is your wisdom in the eyes of not only this world—but it’s
your wisdom in the eyes of the Adversary.

- And when you intelligently presented yourself to your Father as a
son with the wisdom of what your sonship orientation & sonship
establishment effectually did in your inner man—you acknowledged
that from now on, your desire is to not be conformed to this world,
but to be transformed by the renewing of your mind—and your
volition was tested as to your willingness to be conformed, instead,
to the image of Christ—and therefore your desire there was to
receive the education your Father has for you (and to not be a fool);
[the world is full of fools] - and to continue in the course of this
world and to participate in it is foolish for you—you want to be a
wise son—and when it comes to being a wise son, (in general), we
first get instructed in the fundamental components of wisdom when
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it comes to not being conformed to this world, but being
transformed—and that fundamental wisdom is the issue of acquiring
the fundamental characteristics that stands behind everything
that God our Father does! and that stands behind everything that
will enable us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

- And that’s the issue of possessing His love—(of possessing all that
He values and esteems) - and operating upon His love—and loving as
He Himself does!

- And when you understand and appreciate what sonship education
calls for—being educated in God’s love IS receiving the instruction of
wisdom—because it gives us God’s norms and standards for what He
values and what He esteems—and that will give to us the wisdom to
walk in this world without conformity to it; and with conformity to
the way the Lord would walk in it!

- And so the reason why all that gets taught to you here has to do with
godly love is in order to give you, as a son, the fabric (so to speak) or
the ‘wise stuff’ (so to speak) that you have to learn first and foremost
that will become the basis for which you’re going to make choices
about what you will value and what you will esteem in contrast to
what this ungodly world chooses (or decides) to value and esteem.

- But remember that this is just the beginning of wisdom—in other
words, this is fundamental—and a lot of other wisdom-type stuff is
going to be built upon this—and so (rather than right now), later on
you’re going to be able to make prudent and discriminating
decisions—but here is where it all starts.

- And this initial instruction of wisdom by way of godly love
is what is going to characterize you as a son from now on—
and will (just like your Father) be the characterizing feature

behind everything you do!

- Now there’s another reason (genius in it’s own right) for why our
Father starts our education off with not only the issue of His wisdom,
but in teaching it to us in the form of His godly love—and it’s found,
(interestingly enough), back in Romans 8—and using it as that
‘blueprint’ — there was something was said to you about your
Father’s business (that you’ve been adopted for in the first place)
whereby you would perceive that the very things you’re taught about
in Romans 12:3-16 are the things they are.
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- Romans 8:19-22 — notice from (:20) what the state of the creature
is at this present time—it’s been made subject to vanity—and what is
the major or most fundamental feature of anything that is vanity or
described as being vain?

- vanity = something that is of no value or profit! worthless!

- Right now—out in that creature there is no godly valuing or
esteeming going on!

- The ones who make up the intelligentsia of the creature are void of
what God values and what God esteems!

- And as sons who are in training to remove those characters from
their positions of intelligentsia—and who will be put into their
positions that they now occupy—you’re going to have to have your
Father’s norms and standards for what He values and what He
esteems—and for being able to make, therefore, wise decisions based
upon godly love (godly valuing and godly esteeming) in whatever
position you will occupy in that creature in order to bring functional
life (the life of your Father) to it!

- In other words—everything you’re going to be taught and
instructed in from now on—every form of doctrine and every
component to every form of doctrine—is all going to

correct the corrupted, vain, corruption that has wreaked
havoc in the creature since the time the Adversary usurped
that realm and brought his policy of evil to bear in it and
upon it!!!

- And that’s why (or what stands behind) every thing and
every component that makes up this first sonship decision-
making skill of wisdom—in other words, that why you
immediately start off with not only the first component of
godly love—but immediately after (:3) gets some godly love
being generated, you are confronted with the issue of
although we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office: so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

- You get confronted (right from the get-go) with body-type
thinking and body-type conduct and behavior! (And that’s
because there is no body-type thinking in the creature!)
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- And let’s just let it suffice for now to say that—as you go on
down through all the components that make up this
instruction of wisdom, that, (even if we don’t clearly see,

right away, how it does it), all those things we’re taught gives
us skills and insights and experience that will be useful to us
(and used by us) in the roll we will have in the creature and in
our Father’s business for that creature.

- And so, once again, there’s tremendous genius behind the way or the
manner in which our Father instructs us in wisdom by means of
beginning to deal with it by way of godly love.

- Now since we know that our instruction of wisdom is what we’re supposed
to be receiving at this time—by now we’ve come to understand and appreciate
a couple of things about the body of information our Father has given us as the
first part of the sonship curriculum we are to be edified by as sons—we’ve
come to recognize:

1) The verses that make up our fundamental instruction of wisdom
runs from Romans 12:3 and down through :16.

2) That the ingenious way in which our Father instructs us and
imparts His wisdom to our hearts is by means of the fundamental
understanding and appreciation for His godly love.

- And you should be able to answer the question: WHY
does God use the issue of godly love to instruct us in His
wisdom?

- Well—if that basic understanding and appreciation for this form of doctrine
is clear—then the next thing to do is to begin looking at those 14 verses of
Romans 12:3-16 and determine the number of component parts that go to
making up the form of doctrine of our instruction of wisdom.

- In looking at all 14 verses—it’s very apparent that there is one
particular place that (more than anywhere else) you can come along
and ‘put your finger on it’ and say, There has to be a break between
components right here — and where is that easiest break to see?

- Answer: (:9) — and whether you see numerous components
in the first 6 verses and numerous components in the last

8 verses—the simple and obvious truth is, just by the way
things are said & presented, there’s a break at (:9).
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- And the reason why I say that it’s easy to see a break at (:9)
is, once again, because of how it starts off— Let love be ...

- And what that’s doing is saying that what took place in
(:3-8) had to bring godly love into existence—because if
godly love isn’t already in existence, it would be stupid to
say, Let love be ...

- Let love be ... demands that love is in existence!

- Therefore—(and it should come as no surprise by now)—
even though the word love is never once used in all of (:3-8),
it should be recognized that our Father is teaching us the
fundamental issues that brings His godly love into existence
in our hearts—so that by the time you get to (:9), it’s already
there and now more can be said about it—and more can be
learned in connection with it.

- So it should be clear that at the very least, we have 2 Parts.

- And even looking at just 2 Parts—you have to recognize
that the information contained in those 2 Parts doesn’t just
come along randomly—but (like everything our Father does)
it has to have a sense and sequence to it—and therefore the
things that make up those parts have reasons for them being
there—and more than that, they have reasons for why they
are in the order our Father put them.

- And we need to appreciate that—and we need to appreciate
the naturalness for that sense and sequence.

- That is, why these things (and only these things) are the
natural things that are the ‘first-things-first” matters of
wisdom that a son would have to know—and that they are
foundational and fundamental in connection with our
edification as sons.

- Well—for now, let’s leave (:9-16) alone and focus our attention on
(:3-8) - and what I want to look at here is not so much describing its
effectual working or anything like that—but before dealing with any
of the details in any of the components—there is a sense and
sequence matter that I want to focus upon right now that will help us
to better appreciate just how many parts make up our instruction of
wisdom.
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- And by doing it this way—it will help you learn some things
from this first component that will make it so that you’re
looking for something similar to it with those other
components because you’re going to naturally be looking for
this same kind of thing taking place in all of them.

- And I’'m taking time to say all this—and to go into all this kind of
detail—because, just as we have talked about all along—we’re now
involved in godly edification in earnest—that is, this edification
process that we’ve longed to begin with our Father as His sons is now
actually beginning to take place.

- And (not to say that nothing we’ve learned so far has any edifying
to it, because it does) - but the major edification process is now going
to begin—and it’s no longer just a theory out in the future—but it’s
right here, right now.

- And edification is now THE BIG ISSUE—and everything is now
interconnected—everything attaches itself to something else—and
there’s nothing along the lines of a ‘free-standing’ doctrine.

- And just as it says back in Proverbs in the exhortation for
Level Il — Wisdom hath builded her house ... and later on
in the book of Proverbs — Through wisdom is an house
builded (Pro. 9:1 and 24:3)

- And when you build a house, every part of that house is
interconnected.

- And that edification process or building process is going to be the
big issue from now on.

- And my understanding is that we should be able to look at a given
section or component or part of our curriculum and we should be able
to (or we should get skilled to be able) to see the pattern for godly
edification taking place within the body of information we’re given.

- And, of course, the edification I’m talking about and the
wisdom that we’re first and foremost given here is strictly in
connection with the wisdom we’re to receive as the members
of the new creature of the church, the body of Christ—(and
not as members of the remnant of Israel under God’s program
with Israel and His business with them).
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- (Even though, at times, our curriculum and their
curriculum will parallel each other) — in fact, we’re taught
godly love from the outset, and they’re taught godly love
from the outset, but some variations start to take place
shortly after that because of the nature of the 2 programs.

- And therefore we need to be able to identify that our instruction of
wisdom is composed of these (however many?) exact issues.

- And hopefully, by doing what we’re about to do—you’ll
be able to better and more intelligently grasp the value of
each component—and have a far deeper degree of the
effectual working of each component.

- So—we can come along and say (with some degree of appreciation)
that (:3-8) are designed to get godly love brought into existence in our
heart (our inner man) - and that should be a reasonable thing to expect
just from our examination so far.

- And by the time we get to the end of (:8), therefore, we are
to have godly love beginning to operate in us as sons.

- That is—it’s not just concept or theory, but it’s come into
some measure of real, genuine operation in us as sons.

- Ok—now to get to this issue that I’'m after—when you just look at
(:3-8) - there’s something that you already know about in connection
with how godly edification is supposed to take place—that makes it
so that you see a kind of ‘thread’ that runs through the entire
section—or a patter that you should almost anticipate that is going to
take place—simply because you’re dealing with the issue of (in
whatever you’re talking about) being an issue of godly edification.

- And that ‘thread’ or pattern is what I’'m specifically after—and it’s
not so much found in the details of the passage, but the overall
structure of it.

- So when you think about (:3-8) bringing godly love into existence
by it’s effectual working in your inner man—how would you say
that has to get done? (don’t answer for now) How would all that
get done by following a particular pattern that you’ve come to
appreciate that enables godly edifying to take place?
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- Another thing that might help you out here (or spill the
beans) is to just take notice of how many full sentences we
have in (:3-8)? (there are 3 of them)

- Another thing that will help you out here is to just say for now (and
I’ll come back to this later on) - but for now, my understanding is that
what you have in (:3-8) [even though it’s obvious from vs.9 that
godly love is going to go on and be dealt with further] - but what you
have in (:3-8) is more than simply a component to godly love—but it
actually forms godly love’s first major feature.

- And I say that—just to make it so that you begin to think
about (:3-8) in as having a little more ‘completeness’ to it
than you may be thinking about it.

- And that’s valid to say it that way—because by the time you
get to the end of (:8) real, genuine godly love has been
brought into existence.

- So when you think about a form of doctrine doing it’s effectual job;
and when you think about godly edifying taking place: what’s the
process that God follows in order to get that to take place with you
as His son?

- Answer: Since godly edifying is designed to produce
godliness—the ‘thread’ or pattern that it has to follow is;

1) To think the way God thinks; 2) To conduct and behave
ourselves the way God does; 3) To work and labor with God
in what He’s doing. (that = godliness)

- And when it comes to (:3-8) - since this is the first major feature of
godly love—you should easily be able to point to where the 1st and
3rd issues of godliness takes place (that is, the godly thinking and the
godly labor) — [those are easy to pick out]

- In (:3) you have it given to you 3x’s—think, think, think.
(:3) is vour godly thinking in connection with godly love.

- In (:6-8) you have a whole bunch of things that we are to
go about doing—or a whole bunch of things we are to
immediately go to work on—or labor in.

(:6-8) is our godly labor in connection with godly love.
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- And that leaves (:4-5) - and there you have some things
that go to the issue of how you are supposed to (in light of
the godly thinking) conduct and behave yourself now in view
of godly love being brought into existence in your thinking.
(:4-5) is our godly living in connection with godly love.

- And, as it turns out, the 3 issues of godliness follow
the 3 complete sentences that’s found in (:3-8) as
well.

- Now before going on to deal with the other components of (:9-16),

I want to return to something I mentioned earlier—and that is that
what our Father is doing here is really a huge thing—it’s a big deal—
and the doctrine of godly love is a massive one that only begins here,
and will be built upon throughout our sonship education.

- But as it starts off, (right at the very beginning) - we not only get
godly love up and running in our sonship lives—but in this first,
initial major component to it—we are also given godly love’s first
major feature—(and there will be many more that follow this).

- And right now, what I want you to do is to think about another
common ‘thread’ that runs all through (:3-8) - something about godly
love that you can come along and put a name to it—or come along
and call it something—Ilike, “Godly love is ”

- And it is the most fundamental thing or fundamental major
feature of godly love—(what is it)?

Answer: GODLY LOVE IS SELFLESS. (see #39)

- Now I know that you have a whole bunch of godless folks
and even Christian folks that only operate upon the wisdom
of this world who will come along and write books and hold
conferences (and even psychologists and psychiatrists and
sociologists and other religions and existentialists and
philosophers) all would teach and agree upon the issue of:
one of love’s great virtues is that it is selfless—they’ll all lay
claim to that feature of love.

- It’s even found in the issue of patriotic love of country.
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- In fact—my own mother could be described as having
selfless love.

- But the truth is—none of those things—and none of those
people (including my own mother) have godly love; or the
first major feature of godly love as taught to you here in
Romans 12:3-8!

- And though it may sound cruel—the truth is, you can’t have
godly love unless it has been effectually produced in you by
means of the exact information contained in Romans 12:3-8!

- Therefore—(and to recap)— the first thing our Father is going to do
to begin our sonship education in earnest is to instruct us in His
wisdom—(that’s what the Table of Contents of the Sonship
Curriculum calls for) — and we are now receiving the instruction of
wisdom—but to get that accomplished, instead of simply telling us
what is wise and what isn’t, (case-book style), our Father gives us the
instruction of wisdom by means of the essential, fundamental,
foundational doctrine of GODLY LOVE.

- And the genius of doing it this way is that: the major,
fundamental, core issue in what our Father’s wisdom is all
about is that we are to acquire the fundamental characteristics
that stands behind everything that God our Father does!

- And that fundamental characteristic that stands behind
everything our Father does is His godly love—(that is, what
He values and what He esteems).

- Not to mention how getting godly love effectually working
goes to remedying the vanity out in that creature!

- And so—simply put—Romans 12:3-16 gives us our instruction of
wisdom by means of the fundamental doctrine of godly love.

- Godly love is the very thing you’ll need as a son—in order
to make wise decisions like your Father makes—and to
accomplish the first aspects of not being conformed to this
world and to be transformed by the renewing of your mind
into the very image of Christ.

- (i.e., making wise decisions based upon God’s N/S
of what He values and esteems).
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- So the natural thing to do is to—(since all you’ve got is the world’s
way of love developed in you) - is to get godly love produced and
brought into existence—and Romans 12 & vs.3-8 are designed to get
godly love brought into existence.

- And more than that, to get the first major feature of godly
love produced in your inner man: GODLY LOVE IS
SELFLESS.

- And more than that, to get godly edifying taking place by
a form of doctrine (about godly love and the feature of it
being selfless) that produces godly edifying by affecting:

1) the way you think (:3);

2) the way you conduct yourself (:4 & 5);

3) and then giving you some labor to do in
connection with that godly thinking and godly
conduct & behavior (:6, 7, & 8).

- And that’s the general description of what Romans 12:3-16 is
designed to do overall—and what the first major component of the
doctrine that makes up our instruction of wisdom is designed to do.

- Now let’s turn our attention to the remainder of the verses that make up our
instruction of wisdom—(and that pertain to the issue of godly love), and let’s
see the remaining components to this form of doctrine.

- Well, we already have (:3-8) producing the fundamentals of selfless
godly love in our inner man—and by means of (:4-8) especially, we
get godly love put into practice in our lives as sons.

- And that most fundamental aspect of godly love being that
godly love is selfless.

- And then (:9) says, Let love be without dissimulation. — and now
an adjustment is going to take place (not an adjustment that’s going to
make a correction or any thing like that) - but an adjustment that
provides for a furtherance and a greater development in the issue of
the godly love that has now come into existence.

- And even though it’s kind of violating our normal way of
doing things—since I know that you’ve already read ahead
through our epistles—then you already know that one of the
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things you frequently encounter about the issue of godly love
is that Paul talks about love increasing and abounding—and
therefore, we would naturally expect that (:3-8) are not going
to provide everything that God has provided for when it
comes to the fullness of godly love being produced in us.

- (:3-8) gets it underway—it gets it into existence—but in order to get
it to increase and abound, there has to be further doctrines in
connection with it that need to be effectually working in us—and as it
does that, it provides for it to increase and abound.

- And so it wouldn’t be surprising to find that when you arrive at the
next component that deals with our instruction of wisdom, that we’re
still going to deal with some things about godly love—but it’s going
to deal with another fundamental, foundational feature or
characteristic about it that needs to be brought into existence as well.

- But there’s another reason (a reason that we can look back to) - a
reason that we’ve already been alerted to—that tells us that this next
fundamental feature of godly love is what we would expect to find
as the next, natural component to godly love and that goes to making
up our instruction of wisdom.

- (We’re not gong to look at it right at this moment—but there
is something sitting back in Romans 8 that has alerted us to
what we’re going to encounter here beginning in Rom.12:9ff).

- But for now—Ilooking at (:9-16) - do you see a break in that body of
information? - where do you see the next component taking place?

- Keep in mind that, again, godly edification is the big thing taking
place here as we are receiving the instruction of wisdom—so that
should help you out or ‘tip you off” as to what to look for in the next
component — (although, I grant you that it’s not quite as easy to see
as (:3-8) made it to be).

- Hint: You should be looking for 3 things to take place—
thinking; living; and labor.

- My understanding is that the next component that makes up our
instruction of wisdom by way of godly love is found in (:9 and :10).

- Because, for one thing it contains all 3 issues of godly edifying.
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- (:9) — Let love be without dissimulation.
(That’s the godly thinking).

- (:9) — Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is
good. (That’s the godly conduct & behavior).

- (:10) — Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another,
(That’s the godly labor).

- And if you think about it—something begins to happen to godly
love beginning there in (:11) - and something mentioned in (:11) that
makes it so that this godly love is talked about a little bit different
than it has been talked about previous to it.

- (We’ll deal with that much more a little bit later on).

- For now, though, when you look at (:9-10) - it’s obvious by those
first 3 words of (:9) [Let love be ...] that you're still dealing with the
issue of godly love—but the remainder of (:9) and all of (:10) are
things that were not sitting in any of the information contained in
(3-8).

- And now there is something else being focused upon in connection
with godly love—and even though you’ve got several issues being
brought up in (:9 & 10) - everything that’s being said there shares
something in common (a common ‘thread’ that runs through them
all) — so that when you grasp that ‘thread’ you’re able to come along
and say something that’s the common denominator to everything that
(:9 & 10) is saying.

- And the reason I’m taking time on this is that—when you grasp the
common ‘thread’ to (:9-10), you’ll end up with that next major
feature to godly love—that next: Godly Love Is

- Now to help you out—(even though you may have hit a ‘snag’ in
connection with that word dissimulation) — but let’s let that go for
now — for now, if you just take for granted that (:9 & 10) do go
together—if you look at just those 2 verses, and if you think about
them producing godly edifying—where does the godly labor begin?

Answer: (at :10) - Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
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- And what God is doing here is to produce in you godly love’s 2nd
major feature—because godly love possesses more than one
fundamental characteristic or feature.

- And (:3-8) provides for the 1st major feature of godly love;
and (:9-10) provides for it’s 2nd major feature.

- And these 2 occur one right after the other—(and that’s
because of what we’re told about that’s sitting back in our
sonship establishment back in Romans 8—which we’ll get to
in a little bit).

- Godly love’s next major feature won’t occur until we’ve
left the instruction of wisdom—and it comes up in justice,
and another major feature comes up in judgment, and then a
couple more come up in equity and in the remainder of
Romans 15:8-end of the book.

- But when it comes to describing godly love—we first and foremost
describe it as a selfless love—but being a selfless love, it also has
some other features or characteristics about it—(because it’s not just
some theoretical thing, or an abstract concept—but it actually
functions!)

- And since it functions, it’s got characteristics and features
about it.

- And under Level I Sonship Education, you’re going to get 7
common fundamental characteristics and features of godly love
taught to you.

- And one of the many jobs of Level I Sonship Education is
to provide for getting all those features and all those
characteristics of godly love operational in you as a son.

- And then in Level II you’re going to get information that
sends you back to Romans—and you’re going to go over
them again—and you’re going to go over those 7 features of
godly love again—but now the information in Level II is
going to provide for that fundamental godly love to abound
and increase in each of those 7 features - and then in Level III
you go over them again, and by that information it provides
for the fullness of those 7 features of godly love to be brought
into existence.
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- And the first 2 features of godly love occur back to back
(so to speak) in our instruction of wisdom—as the first 2
components that make up our instruction of wisdom.

- And I’m saying all that just to say that the very terminology you
first encounter in (:9 — Let love be without dissimulation.) actually
leads your thinking into this next major feature of what godly love is.

- Now maybe we should deal with that word, dissimulation,
here because it will validate what I’ve been talking about,
(& will talk about), but I still would like to hold off on that for now.

- For now—the word dissimulation is telling you that when you get to
the end of (:8) and you have that first feature of godly love produced
in you (selflessness) - it’s telling you, “Don’t stop there and don’t
think that that’s all there is to godly love—because the whole thing
hasn’t yet been totally ‘assimilated’ or ‘made similar’ or made to
resemble something else.” But it also has to have this other major
feature or characteristic.

- And there is a reason for why the first 2 features of godly
love are dealt with back-to-back—(and why only these 2 and
not any of the rest of them are dealt with here) — and that’s
because you have to have these 2 features of godly love
operational and effectually working in your sonship life in
order to properly deal with the remaining issues that are
brought up and dealt with in the remainder of our instruction
of wisdom.

- In other words, it takes the effectual working of the first 2
major features of godly love in order to be able to do what
vs. 11-16 are going to instruct you to do! (Everything in
those verses are based upon the selflessness of godly love
combined with this other feature of godly love.)

- And our Father knows that that is sufficient enough for now
to complete that first sonship decision-making skill of
receiving the instruction of wisdom from Him.

- So we now have to zero in on what that common thread or major
feature that these verses of (:9-10) is driving at—and if you’re talking
about a ‘feature’ - often times that feature is seen most clearly when it
gets put on display or when it goes into action.
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- And if you’re talking about when something goes into action or gets
put on display—and you’re talking about it in the sense of the sense
and sequence of godly edifying going on—in which of the 3 issues
that makes up godly edifying is the action seen the most? or put on
display for all to see it? — Answer: the labor aspect of it.

- So when you look at (:9-10), and you think about the fact that the
godly thinking produces the godly living—and then both of those go
to produce the godly labor—what is the major feature or characteristic
that is describing the godly love in (:10) [which is the labor aspect of
this section of the doctrine]??

- (Note to self: If the folks get it now or not—move on to the
next thing).

- Well another way to gain the understanding and appreciation for the
2nd major feature of godly love—since the beginning of (:9) tells you
Let love be without dissimulation—it’s coming along and saying
Don’t stop with vs. 3-8, but there’s more to godly love than that, so
go on and get this other thing — but we can now add something else
to that — and that is to think: In godly edifying, what is the goal of

it all? what are we to be like at the end of it all? Who are we going to
be conformed to? (The Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son).

- Ok—that should tell you that if this is dealing with godly love, and
there’s more to it than the feature of it being selfless—then it stands to
reason that you can go back and find that feature being described as
being possessed by Him, right?

- So if He possesses this feature of godly love—then it stands to
reason that He may very well have been described in connection with
it—and if we’re supposed to be ‘similar’ with it, the only way we
could do that is if we can go back and recognize it as existing in Him.

- And therefore, we should be able to find it in God’s word—and even
to have it ‘hit us’ (so to speak) what this 2nd major feature is what is
now being linked up with godly love.

- And we do find it—and it is so fundamental and so basic
that we often find it (some 30x) linked up with God’s love.

- And that word is: lovingkindness

- And kindness is that 2nd major feature of godly love.
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- (:9-10) - GODLY LOVE IS KIND. (see #39)

- By the way—kindness is a word that has really been
weakened over time in our English language!

- But kindness is exactly what the last part of (:10) is
describing.

- When you possess kindness (not when you’re occasionally kind),
but when you possess kind-NESS (the suffix meaning that it’s a
characteristic you possess all the time—it’s a feature) - when you
possess kindness, you abhor anything that’s evil, detrimental, or
harmful to someone—and you cleave to the issue of goodness—the
last thing you want to be is anything but good!

- That kindness on display!

- In fact, kindness is actually an attitude—and being kind is a
manifestation of it.

- And so the first 2 major features of godly love are
selflessness and kindness!

- Now we’ll verify this and nail it down and settle the matter fully
when we deal with the full details of dissimulation—but for now, that
should give you some amount of confidence in the matter of what this
2nd major feature of godly love is.

- But the truth of the matter is—that when you first get the basic,
fundamental understanding and appreciation of what godly love is:
it’s 2 main, major features or characteristics are that God’s love is
selflessness & kindness—and those 2 have to go together—they are

inseparable!

- Granted, at times they can be spoken of individually—but
as far as God Himself is concerned—He can’t be selfless and
not kind—and He can’t be kind and not selfless!

- The 2 just go together!

- And the effectual working of Romans 12:3-10, fundamentally
produces that exact same love in us—/ovingkindness.
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- So by the time (:10) is done with—and the effectual working of
(:9 & 10) is effectually working within us—+kindness and being kind
on the basis of that—is to become an issue in our thinking and in our
conduct.
- And we’re going to begin the labor aspect of it with being
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; and in
honour preferring one another;

- But just as (:3-8) is only the beginning of godly
selfless love—(:9-10) is only the beginning of
kindness as well. (But it has to begin someplace, and
that’s where it begins.)

- Now before going on—I want to return to something I said earlier
that should be another thing that makes it so that when you look at the
breakdown of the component parts that go to make up our receiving
the instruction of wisdom from our Father—and in doing so, to

get that wisdom in a form of doctrine about godly love—to come
along and recognize Romans 12:9-10 as the next, natural component
of godly love—and the 2nd major feature of godly love (being
kindness).

- As I said before—when it comes to answering the question
of Why is this the next thing we learn? Why are we given
this 2nd feature of godly love (godly love is kind)? — there
is something we have already been told back in Romans 8
that alerts us to the issue of kindness being a natural and
fundamental characteristic that we are going to have to
possess as sons.

- And therefore it comes as no surprise to find it being
brought up right away as a natural and essential part of our
instruction of wisdom—and in fact, should immediately
follow the issue of godly love being selfless.

- So do you see something sitting in Romans 8 (in sonship
establishment, especially) that alerts you to having to have as an
essential and fundamental characteristic as a son—to have godly
love’s 2nd major feature: kindness?

- Once again—you’ll find it when our Father describes to us what we
will be doing (in general) in laboring together with Him as the
adopted sons that we are—what His business with us is all about.
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- (see once again, Rom. 8:19-22) (:21)

- Notice that—the creature itself also shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God.

- What I’'m specifically after here is that—another glimpse
our Father gives us into the situation that the creature finds
itself in under the usurpation of the Adversary—is that it is
in a state of bondage—and that word bondage is significant
beyond being just a ‘colorful” way of describing sin entering
into the heavenly places and the heavenly places being
brought under the authority of the Adversary and his policies
of evil.
- That’s NOT ‘colorful’ language—that’s the real
and genuine and literal condition the creature is in
as it exists under the authority of the Adversary and
his policy of evil!

- The creature is in bondage—now how in the world does
that indicate to us that we are going to have to have this
fundamental characteristic of kindness as sons—and as we
are going to labor in our Father’s business out in that
creature?

- In other words—how is the bondage that the creature is in
connect with this issue of godly love being one of kindness?

- Well, my understanding is that there is, indeed, a
connection—so the question is, Where in God’s word were
you told something that when the issue of bondage was
brought up—that the issue of being in hondage was the
farthest thing from kindness—and in fact, was described with
a term that is the exact OPPOSITE of kindness???

- Come back to Exodus 6:9 (read) — see that expression:
cruel bondage? — well, when you have something or
someone that has been made subject or forced into bondage
that is nothing BUT CRUEL!

- And even though the word cruel isn’t used in Rom.
8:21, that is the only appropriate way to think of
the bondage the creature is currently in!
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- Webster’s 1828—CRUEL: Disposed to give pain to others,
in body or mind; willing or pleased to torment, vex or afflict;
inhuman; destitute of pity, compassion or kindness; fierce;
ferocious; savage; barbarous; hardhearted ...

- The truth is—that creature is now in a state of cruel
bondage itself—and because of that there is nothing kind
about it—there is no kindness going on out there—and in fact,
it is currently destitute of kindness and compassion—and as

a ‘body’ it is (because of that bondage) in great pain and
torment due to those beings that now occupy its intelligentsia!

- And just like we noted in connection with godly love being
the selfless thing that it is (in Romans 12:3-8) - and therefore
your wisdom being the selfless godly love that it is—when
you get placed as sons in the creature to labor in your
Father’s business—you will possess it as a remedy to the
vanity that the creature was made subject to — by the same
token, when you get placed as a son in the creature, you will
also possess the remedy to the creature’s cruel bondage—
you’ll possess the necessary kindness that will also be a godly
remedy to the condition the creature has been in since the
Adversary took usurpation and authority over it!

- And you’ll bring the very features and character of the One
in whom you are being conformed into the image of—the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself—and you’ll have His life and His
character and His image—and in that way you’ll become the
very functional life of the creature—just as God your
Heavenly Father designed it in the first place!

- Again—TI only bring this to your attention to
underscore the fact that even though you may not
imagine it to be so—everything you’re being taught
and instructed in and practiced in, all has as its
ultimate aim and goal and objective, correcting the
corruption that exists in the creature!

- And that should give a “WOW?” factor to
every detail you learn in the curriculum for
your sonship education!

- And all that is what lies ‘behind the scenes’ to godly love
being selflessness and kindness!
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- Now another thing that [ want you to appreciate in the way in which
our Father instructs us in these 2 major features of His godly love—
(selflessness & kindness) — and that’s to just recognize something in
the way in which we go about putting our godly thinking and
living into practice in our godly labor—that is, when it comes to
both the selflessness of godly love in (:3-8) and the kindness of godly
love in (:9-10) - what is it that is in common to both (when it comes
to the [abor aspect of it)?

- Answer: Godly love (being both selfless and kind—or
lovingkindness) is to be utilized and put on display in the
laboring aspect of it to members of the church, the body
of Christ, FIRST. (And especially ones that we assemble
with).

- In other words—so far, in the first 2 components
that make up our instruction of wisdom—we have
godly love being put into practice first and foremost
within the local assembly and to the members of the
church, the body of Christ.

- But once godly love has been brought into existence—and once it
has begun effectually working in us, and being utilized with the ones
we assemble with—then it can begin to ‘branch out’ — and that’s
where the 3rd Component that begins there in Rom. 12 and vs. 11
provides for.

- And it provides for the first time for godly love to operate
OUTSIDE the ‘doors’ of the local church! (Or outside the
doors of a family that’s made up of saints).

- And that’s part of the sense & sequence that this whole
form of doctrine is made up of—that’s part of recognizing
that, ok, once godly love is in existence, and now that the 2
major features of godly love exist and are being displayed
one to another— Where does it go next?

- And where it goes next is exactly where (:11) takes it to!
- And where it goes after that is exactly where (:12) takes it

to; and where it goes after that is where (:13) takes it to; and
on and on.
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- And everything that’s going to be dealt with in the 3rd Component
and the 4th and the 5th and following—are all going to be produced
by the godly love with its selflessness and its kindness.

- So, for example, you’re not going to (down in :13) - you’re
not going to distribute to the necessity of saints and be given
to hospitality without that selflessness and kindness — and
when it comes to them which persecute you, you’re not going
to bless them; and you’re not going to rejoice with them that
do rejoice, and weep with them that weep without that
selflessness and that kindness in existence.

- In fact, the truth of the matter is—even though we will be able to
identify some godly thinking, living, and labor connected with them;
the things that get brought up and dealt with from (:11) on are fruits
of that godly love’s selflessness and kindness—and those are fruits of
it in certain & particular areas of life.

- (And that’s why I put that line in between the 2nd
Component of our instruction of wisdom and the remaining
components of it—just to make that distinction.)

- So these first 2 major features of godly love (selflessness and
kindness) are sufficient enough to get all the rest of the components
that make up this form of doctrine to do their effectual job in our
inner man—and therefore godly love won’t get the next major
feature to it until there is reason to once again bring up the issue of
godly love—and then you’ll get the 3rd major feature to it, and so
forth and so on. (till you have all 7 of them)

- But these first 2 are the most essential of all the major
features of godly love—and they’re inseparable, they go
together—and selflessness comes first because kindness only
exists when selflessness first exists—kindness couldn’t come
first because kindness demands selflessness in order for it to
exist.

- So we’re taught selflessness first—and then we’re exhorted
to not let it stand by itself, but to pick up the other similarity
to God’s selfless love which is so commonly spoken of in the
book of the Psalms in connection with the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself (as He functions in connection with the 5 mandates
of the Davidic Covenant), we’re then taught loving-kindness.
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- And really—(just to make the point) - you can define godly
love as a mental attitude of what God Himself values and
esteems—but when it comes to describing godly love (not
simply defining it—which is an easy thing to do), it gets
described in the 7 major features or characteristics that you’ll
get as you go on through the book of Romans.

- (Describing something is much harder and much
more involved than simply defining it.)

- Ok—so we have the first 2 Components that make up our instruction of
wisdom which is taught to us via the fundamental doctrine of godly love:

1) (:3-8) - Godly love is brought into existence—GL is selfless.
2) (:9-10) - Godly love is kind or kindness.

- And now that those first 2 Major Features of godly love are in existence, (as
we said earlier), after it gets put on display, first of all, to the members of the
church, the body of Christ (and the ones that we assemble with) - beginning in
(:11), that godly love is now in a state that it can begin to ‘branch out’ beyond
the limits of the local assembly.

- (:11) Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;

- And my understanding is that this one verse is the 3rd
Component to our instruction of wisdom via godly love.

- And it’s rather obvious by what it says that we’re not dealing with
‘one another’ any more—but beginning in (:11) we’re now outside
our own rank (so to speak).

- And since edification is still the issue here—we’re not dropping the
issue of either godly love (which is the means by which our Father
instructs us in His fundamental wisdom), nor are we dropping the
issues of godly edifying (godly thinking, living, and labor).

- But for godly love to exist, it has to go beyond just the boundaries
of the members of the church, the body of Christ—and so it’s now
going to move out into the world—and the fist place it moves out to
is where you’ll spend the bulk of your time: YOUR JOB! or your
business.
- And if you think about it —that’s the most natural next place
for it to move out to.
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- So (#39) the 3rd Component of the Instruction of Wisdom:

3) Godly love outside the local church and into the world—your job.

- And so we’re making good sense and good sequence—because this
is the 2nd most natural realm in which godly love needs to function.

- (The 1st most natural realm is in the local assembly with
other members of the church, the body of Christ).

- And my understanding is that even here (in :11) we can find the
godly thinking (Not slothful in business); the godly conduct &
behavior (fervent in spirit); and the godly labor (serving the Lord).

- And right now I’'m going to just let it go at that—and just
get the remainder of the components in their sense &
sequence set before you.

- The 4th Component of our Instruction of Wisdom via Godly love:

- (:12) Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant
in prayer;

- Now things have shifted a bit—because the godly love isn’t dealing
with a bunch of people now—and the truth is, without following
what’s going on here in the sense and sequence, you’d have the
tendency to say, How in the world does godly love move into this
realm??? (but it does!)

- And since we haven’t dealt with everything perfectly from (:3) down
to this point—we’re obviously lacking some things to make it so that
this is the natural thing to see happening to godly love—but sense and
sequence demands that this is the next natural area for godly love to
move out to.

- And as we go down through the details of (:3-11), there
won’t be any awkwardness to it and there will be a smooth
transition to this realm where our godly love will move into.

- But we can come along and put a very general description to it—
because since we’re no longer dealing so much with a bunch of
people—what this realm is (where godly love next moves to) is in the
area of our circumstances and our situations.
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- But the general matter of (:12) is talking about some specific and
particular kinds of circumstances and situations we will find
ourselves in.

- And we are going to learn to take the godly love that has been
generate within us—and is beginning to function within us—and
once it is effectually working in us within a local assembly situation
— and then in our busy-ness of our daily lives—its next, natural thing
for it to do as it becomes the foundation to everything in our sonship
lives, is to move into the general area of common circumstances and
situations in which we can find ourselves that aren’t covered by what
takes place in a local assembly, or by what takes place in our day-to-
day business lives (so to speak).

- And in (:12) there’s a particular reason for why the focus of
attention is upon the things that are in it.

- Because, for example, the particular ¢ribulation that Paul has in
view here (as well as the terminology like Aope) - is going back to
the issue of the sufferings of this present time in general that he dealt
with back in Romans 8:18.

- And we learned the basic principle of how to respond to that—and
now, on the basis of godly love, FOR the hope that we see not (as
8:24-25 describes) - and godly love FOR what God is doing that
enables sufferings and tribulations to continue on, and for us to
experience them (and not be removed from them) - our selflessness
and our kindness is going to have us responding to those things in a
very particular way.

- In a way that emulates the Lord Jesus Christ’s response to
them even further than what we were first introduced to back
there in Romans 8:18.

- And so (:12) is dealing with fundamental godliness based upon
godly love in connection with us as members of the new creature of
the church, the body of Christ encountering those sufferings of this
present time that we know are going to occur & will continue to occur
for as long as we live our sonship lives on this earth.

- So (#39) the 4th Component of our Instruction of Wisdom:

4) Godly love in our common circumstances & situations.
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- Now when it comes to the 5th Component that makes up our instruction of
wisdom—and, by default, when it comes to the remainder of the verses of (:13
through :16) — there are a couple of ways we can find out just how many
major components those 4 verses have to them, and exactly where do we
divide them into their respective ‘groupings.’

- And really, we can tell where to make the next break for several
reasons—one is grammatical; one is ‘technical’ (so to speak); and one
is contextual.

- On the grammatical side of things—notice, How many sentences do
we have remaining in (:13-16)? — Answer: 6 — (docket that in your
mind for now, and we’ll come back to this later).

- On the ‘technical’ side of things—what I mean by that is, that in
each and every ‘packet’ of doctrine that our Father gives us that goes
into the making up of this first form of doctrine we’re receiving from
Him (which is His instruction of wisdom via godly love) - when it
comes to how each component or ‘packet’ of doctrine within the
overall form of doctrine does its effectual job of getting godly love
produced in us in its most basic and fundamental way (yet, even
though it is basic and fundamental, it, nevertheless, matches exactly
the basic and fundamental godly love that exists in God our Father!)
— but when it comes to each ‘packet’ or component of this doctrine
to effectually work in our inner man and get the godly love produced
in us—just how does it go about doing that?

- Answer: It does it by means of what godly edifying calls
for—and that is to change our thinking and bring it into line
with God’s own thinking; and then by that thinking, affect the
way we conduct ourselves and behave ourselves (usually in
just our own life, privately, where we, personally can see the
conduct & behavior, or else where just a limited few that
immediately surround us can observe it) - so by the proper,
godly thinking, it materially affects our living; and finally,
the godly thinking along with the godly living is put into
practice in more than just our personal life, and so it has some
labor to do and some furtherance to spread out to that is
going to allow us to labor with our Father in some kind of
operation or vocational training while we’re still on this
earth—that will translate into taking that vocational training
off of the ‘practice field’ (so to speak) and use that training
for our Father’s business with and in that creature.
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- Now I know you know that—but I said it the way I did so
that we can add something very critical to our understanding
and appreciation of how godly edifying takes place—and
we’ll do that when we begin to deal more closely with the
1st Component of this form of doctrine of our instruction of
wisdom.

- But in order to get the final breakdown of the final 2 components to
our instruction of wisdom here in Rom. 12:13-16—the issue of how
many sentences we have; and the issue of keeping in mind that godly
edification is supposed to take place in each of the components
(therefore, we’re on the lookout for that pattern of dealing with the
thinking issue first, the living issue second, and the labor issue
third) — those 2 things help us out in order to see where the break
takes place—and now we can add to that the issue of the context
that we find going on in the remainder of the verses.

- And my understanding is that there is a shift of the context that
takes place between (:12) and (:13) — and so let’s take notice of
what that shift is — (and then we’ll see where the final shift of the
context takes place, and that should give us the actual ‘break’ of the
final 2 Components.

- Remember that the context of the 4th Component of our
instruction of wisdom in (:12) shifted from godly love dealing
with a whole bunch of people back to us as members of the
new creature of the church the body of Christ and the
common circumstances and situations we find ourselves in

as we encounter those sufferings of this present time.

- But now, beginning in (:13) we’re back to dealing with a
whole bunch of people, once again—and the first part of
(:13) has saints (believers) in view—but the last part of (:13)
doesn’t necessarily have saints in view (although it could
include saints) — so the indication would seem to be that it’s
not just saints in view, even though a particular thing is said
about saints.

- So, again, we’re back to dealing with people.

- And so, in order to begin to give a name or description to
this component in its sense & sequence in the form of
doctrine—the thing that distinguishes it from the previous
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4 components, isn’t so much the people that are in view, but
what the godly love is doing to the people.

- And again, it’s the selflessness and the kindness of godly
love that’s behind all that’s going on here—and even in
connection with the saints here in (:13), they’re being treated
in a different manner than what was spoken of them back in
(:3-8).

- Therefore the godly love has returned to dealing with people
— and now it’s going to do more than what it has been doing
with them already.

- (For example, it’s not going to just deal with the
saints in a way that provides for a local assembly—
and it’s not going to just deal with saints in a way
that provides for them to be treated kindly and for
brotherly love to be displayed and for that tightening
up of the relationship to be going on—but the godly
love is going to move into another area as well).

- So it says—Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to
hospitality. — and so now you’ve got saints that would have
a necessity, that, based upon the godly love and charity would
have you distributing to it—but also dealing with ones in a
particular way, and that particular way, of showing hospitality
to them (and not just showing it, but being given to it).

- So, the godly love and charity has now branched out to an
area in which saints certainly may be dealt with, but that also
may include other people who are NOT necessarily saints.

- Because when you’re given fo hospitality—the way that is
stated has in mind more than just the other saints that you
will come into contact with.

- In other words, there’s no qualification that says
that’s only to be done to saved people!

- And what’s going on here is that this next component to the
doctrine comes along and extends that godly love—first to the
saints but then to other people who are in a lost condition.
(given to hospitality bringing or leading your thinking to
include others who are not saints, i.e., the lost people as well)
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- And as we’ll see—that word hospitality and that phrase,
given to hospitality is a ‘trigger’ mechanism that causes your
thinking (your godly thinking about this godly love that has
been produced in you) to move out to not only saints—and to
think about them in a different way than you have before; but
to also includes folks who are NOT of the saints variety!

- And sure enough—both verses 14 & 15 go on to describe
some things in connection with those who are not necessarily
saints (lost people) — and describes godly love existing in
some other particular ways and put on display in some other
particular ways.

- And even though we’ll get more understanding and
appreciation of this when we deal with these passages in full
detail and in their full effectual working—but right now you
should be able to look at (:14 & 15) and catch one of the
major by-products (so to speak) that furthers the issue of
godly love (and that our Father possesses Himself) and that
He wants produced in us in order for it to be our wisdom
before Him, before the angels, and before men in general.

- So when you think about what (:14-15) says—
Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with
them that weep. — what is that describing, attitude-
wise and display-wise in connection with both saints
and lost people?

- Think about those words—bless, rejoice, weep—
what is that dealing with in regard to godly love?

- Answer: In regard to both saints as well as lost
people; when you deal with them in certain
situations, you are to deal with them
tenderheartedly.

- And if there’s any fuzziness in your
thinking here, we’ll get full clarity on all this
as we go through it—and we’ll even be able
to give a more clear definition and
description to this component as we deal
with it in detail.
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- But context-wise—when you then look at what gets said there in
(:16) [Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own
conceits.] — my understanding is that there is a ‘shift’ that takes
place, once again—and now you’re no longer talking about the same
thing that (:13-15) were talking about—because you’ve gone back

to a context dealing only with other saints—not to mention that
you’ve come back to something similar to what you began dealing
with in (:3-8).

- So therefore—in view of the grammar issue (that is, you have 3
sentences in [:13-15] and then 3 sentences in [:16]) — and in view of
the technical issue (so to speak) of godly edifying going on in each
‘packet’ of the individual components that make up the form of
doctrine (therefore, sentence #1 of :13 being the godly thinking;
sentence #2 of :14 being the godly living; and sentence #3 of :15
being the godly labor) — and in view of the context of (:13-15)
dealing with both saints and lost people, but then (:16) going back to
dealing only with saints—my understanding is that (:13, 14, & 15)
make up the 5th Component of our instruction of wisdom.

- So (#39) the 5th Component of our Instruction of Wisdom:

5) Godly love among both saints and lost people. (Tenderhearted)

- And therefore, that leaves only (:16) as our final, 6th Component.

- And we have 3 sentences to it—each one following the pattern for
godly edifying to take place in connection with it as a ‘packet’ of the
entire form of doctrine—and the context is shifted one last time to
bring us back ‘full-circle’ (if you will) to what was begun in (:3-8),
but now there are some other things that gets added to those features
of godly love being selfless & kind in order to ‘cap off” our initial,
basic effectual working of godly love as our instruction of wisdom.

- And really—this last component takes every element you’ve learned
about godly love—and now we’re going to get instruction on how to
exercise that godly love (with all of its characteristics and features and
sub-features) — and now all these things can be incorporated into
particular situations whereby, due to how you’ve already been taught
by the course of this ungodly world, your nature is to just naturally
come along and handle some saints (in these particular situations) in a
completely UNGODLY manner because you DON’T condescend to
them!
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- And this final component is going to instruct you on how to think,
live, and labor with saints of low estate—which, even though you
may not be able to completely get a grip on what that all means—it
tells you that there are those saints that you’re going to deal with that
maybe lack the understanding you have—or maybe they don’t learn
as quickly—or maybe they’re feeble-minded—or one of those weaker
brothers—but the truth of the matter is, and to kind of put it in a
‘nutshell’, this is an advanced issue of how to deal with each other
in difficult circumstances.

- And it’s going to take work on your part—and effort on your part
to deal with them—and there’s a godly viewpoint you have to have
in order to deal properly as a son with them that are of low estate.

- And to deal properly with them—it’s going to take everything
you’ve learned in the first 5 Components in order to deal with them
properly and after a godly manner!

- And if you didn’t get those other 5 Components effectually
working in your inner man—this 6th Component has NO
CHANCE of working!

- So therefore the instruction of wisdom completes a circle whereby
you come back to some advanced issues of how to wisely deal with
each other in a very particular and difficult circumstance (naturally
difficult).

- And the doctrine of our instruction of wisdom begins with how you
are to think about yourself (properly viewing others and yourself as
a body and members of the body of Christ) to whom God has dealt
to every man the measure of faith—and it ends with not minding
high things (just like not thinking too highly of yourself) - but there’s
going to be members of the assembly that are of lower estate than
you.
- Whether it’s because they haven’t received the education
as readily—or because they have a natural deficiency in
their intelligence—or whatever—but that’s something you’re
going to encounter.

- And here in (:16) you’re taught the godly way to think (Be of the
same mind one toward another.); the godly way to conduct and
behave in that situation (Mind not high things, but condescend to men
of low estate.); and the way to labor with your Father for the benefit
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of that individual (Be not wise in your own conceits.).

- Rather than to marginalize that individual—or prefer not to
deal with that individual.

- And the reason it comes last in the instruction is because everything
else has to be in place in order to properly think, live, and labor in
connection with those individuals in those kinds of circumstances.

- So (#39) the 6th and final Component of our Instruction of Wisdom:

6) Godly love in our dealings with other saints of low estate.
(or Godly love among others in difficult circumstances.)

- Q: Do you see the sense and sequence to this form of doctrine? Do you see
the natural flow of it? Do you have any questions about it?

- Now before we begin dealing with the details of (:3-8) - I just want to
underscore the importance of the kind of structure that each of the
components have that make up our instruction of wisdom.

- And when [ talk about the ‘kind of structure’ that each of the
components have—you should already know that each component to
the form of doctrine has the goal (as a component to the overall form
of doctrine) to produce godly edifying.

- And by means of the effectual working of God’s word—by the time
you get to the end of each component, a measure of godly edifying
has taken place—and there is a deliberate and mechanical means by
which our Father goes about to produce the measure of godly edifying
that each component is designed to produce.

- In other words—just how does a component (like :3-8) go
about producing godly edifying?

- And as we have already discussed and pointed out before—each
component goes about producing godly edifying by dealing in a very
precise order, it deals with the information according to what Biblical
godliness calls for: and that is to think the way God thinks; to
conduct and behave ourselves (or live) the way God lives; and then to
take that godly thinking and godly living and then the component of
doctrine will provide for an operation of our Father that we can
manifest that godly thinking & living in some labor with our Father.
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- And that means that we start off each component by addressing our
thinking—and therefore the first thing that each component of
doctrine is designed to do by its effectual working is to produce a
different thought pattern from the one we normally possess!

- In other words—(just as :3 deals with) - it points out some thinking
we naturally possess—and it presents the natural ungodliness in that
natural thinking—and then it presents some godly information for
you to think about and that’s going to go about bringing a change in
the way you used to think—and to think the way God thinks.

- And (:3) establishes the fundamental thinking that is productive,
and designed to produce godly selflessness.

- And in fact—(:3) is so powerful on its own (by what it says)
— that (:3) itself—when a son understands it; believes it
(respond properly & positively to it) - that (:3) itself will
bring godly selfless love into existence.

- (It won’t bring godly love into existence in all of
its full-blown glory—but it will bring it into
existence in its initial form.)

- It’s still going to grow and develop from this—but
nevertheless, (:3) itself is designed to bring it into
existence.

- And then (:4-5) is designed to take that now existing godly selfless
love and godly thinking—and then to enable it to conduct itself and
behave itself in the actual living of a member of the church the body
of Christ in a way that’s consistent with being a member of the
church, the body of Christ—and it makes that member of the church
the body of Christ able to look at other members of the church, the
body of Christ differently, and exactly how he ought to look at them
being other members of the church the body of Christ with him.

- And that allows for him to begin to conduct himself &
behave himself towards them appropriately—and just like a
member ought to conduct himself & behave himself.

- And then once that’s effectually working within him—and he’s got
that effectual conduct & behavior in existence—then (:6-8) comes
along and says: Alright, now you can start to effectually function and
labor with God in the local assembly on the basis of selfless love.
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- And then that local church can begin to function as an assembly,
and as members of a body should function as members one with
another with their various capacities—and you can then begin to
perform aspects of God’s business and various aspects of it that He
has—and then you can do all that to His honour and glory—and do
that all based upon this godly selfless love that you now have, and
this body-type conduct & behavior that you know now how to
perform.

- Now I realize you already know this—because we’ve talked about it as we
began dealing with this first form of doctrine that makes up our instruction of
wisdom.

- But I wanted to underscore all that—and more than that, I wanted to add to
that basic understanding and appreciation of how edification takes place and
how each component of doctrine within the whole form of doctrine goes about
getting godly edifying to take place.

- And what I’m after here really is an additional element to what we’ve now
come to understand and appreciate about how godly edifying takes place.

- And that is—that when you’ve got the godly thinking brought about
by the features that are within the information that goes about
bringing about a change to your thinking—when that moves into the
conduct & behavior and then the labor aspect comes along and gives
you information of how you’re to go about putting that thinking and
conduct and behavior into practice and how to participate in the labor
your Father has for you in that particular field of His operations—and
you’re then to perceive what the kind of vocational training that all
has in connection with not merely the ‘here and now’ (so to speak),
but also in the way our sonship education equips us to function as the
new creature in the creature when we get placed in it and begin
functioning in our heavenly vocation that is to come.

- Well—since there are going to be many ‘adjustments’ to our
thinking, and ‘adjustments’ to our conduct & behavior, and many
‘adjustments’ to our participation in the laboring manifestation of our
thinking and living—since that’s the case, it’s only normal and
natural that we’re going to find ourselves confronted with things in
the thinking, living, and labor aspects of each component of each
form of doctrine—that we find erroneous thinking and erroneous
conduct & behavior and erroneous ways of manifesting godliness
that all has to be brought up, rooted up, and disposed of—right?
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- Well then—that begs the question—How are you expected to do
that? — How are you expected to make all those kind of changes
to (especially) your thinking and your conduct and behavior?

- (Let’s stop right here and look more carefully at something
in [:3] before we answer that).

- In (:3), when it comes to the effectual working of getting the godly
thinking that is designed to bring godly selfless love into existence,
how many ‘things’ or how many steps or how many parts (so to
speak) does it take (by what [:3] says) to get that done?

Answer: 2

#1) For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think;

#2) but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith.

- Therefore in order to get (:3) to do its effectual job—2 things are
being targeted (so to speak).

- And that means that in order to get the job done—the first half of
(:3) is going to first of all expose the natural ungodly thinking, and
the natural thing that stands in the way of godly selfless love
existing.

- And it needs to be exposed so that we can recognize it for
what it is—and so that we can recognize it as the UNGODLY
thing that it is—and that it’s the reason (the culprit) in

connection with ungodly selfiShness that so naturally
characterizes us as men by nature.

- And then once that’s done (and once the first half of :3 effectually
does that) — the ability exists for the rest of (:3) to come along, and,
because it’s God’s word, (it’s quick and powerful, being God’s word)
— it’s got the ability to ‘evict’ (so to speak) that kind of ungodly
thinking and depose it from its normal position of power and strength
in our mind—and replace it now with the kind of thinking that God
Himself possess.
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- And God Himself possess a particular kind of thinking in connection
with us as members of the new creature of the church, the body of
Christ in this dispensation of grace—and the rest of (:3) tells us what
that is, and provides for us to think the exact same thing.

- And not only provides for us to do it—but actually TELLS
US TO DO IT!

- And when we BELIEVE what (:3) says—both in its first half, and in
its second half—then the 1st half effectually deposes the root of

selfish thinking—and the 2nd half puts in its place the root for our

selfless thinking — and when that takes place, it brings into
existence the issue of godly selfless thinking in our minds!

- Now that doesn’t mean that we’re never going to ever have
a selfish thought again!

- But the issue is (and this is where this additional aspect to godly
edifying that I’ve been talking about comes in) — the issue is that
when the ungodly selfish thoughts occur, they can be handled in a
manner that you’re already expected to handle them!

- And this is what I’'m after when I asked the question:
How are you expected to make the kind of changes that
godly edifying demands you to make?

- In other words—you’re expected to ‘bring to the table’
(so to speak) far more to your sonship education as it gets
underway, than maybe you’ve ever thought of before!

- And what I’m after is: What are you expected to ‘bring to
the table’? — especially when you’re expected to handle
such things as ungodly selfish thoughts (in our context here)
when they occur?

- And the answer to all that is that when such things as ungodly
selfish thinking occurs in your mind—those things can be handled in
a manner that you’ve already been taught about—and that is to
handle them on the basis of what our fundamental sanctification
provides for us to do—that we learned about back in Romans 6:1-
8:13!!!
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- And therefore that ungodly thinking can be recognized for what it
is—and then we, through the Spirit can mortify those thoughts and
the deeds of the body that they lead to—and they don’t have to be
yielded to—and we’ve now got the alternative thinking in existence—
and we can then think the alternative instead!

- And as we think the alternative instead—we’re thinking with godly
love! We’re thinking with godly selflessness!

- And this should put some great importance on that information in
Romans 6:1-8:14—and that should make far more sense out of why

you were ‘checked out’ at the Sonship Checkpoint for being a living
sacrifice!

- So maybe I should ask you—Do you possess a real, healthy
living reality of Romans 6:1-8:13??? (Because you’re not
only going to need it all the time throughout sonship
education—but you’re EXPECTED TO BRING ALL THAT
TO THE TABLE of your sonship education! That’s why
you were taught that FIRST, before getting to sonship in the
first place!)

- Romans 6:1-8:13 is the POWER of our sanctification!

- And your Father expects you to bring the power of
your sanctification (of Rom. 6:1-8:13) to each and
every class! (so to speak)

- And it’s not merely important, but it’s critical and vital and
essential that you have all that information of Rom. 6:1-8:13
effectually operating in your inner man—and that you ‘bring it to
each class’ (so to speak) that you have with your Father—because it’s
the very means by which you’re going to be able to do the things your
Father expects you to do (and to do it immediately) with the doctrine;
and as the doctrine gets taught to you and as the doctrine does its
effectual job.

- Because the operations and the mechanics of Rom. 6:1-8:13
have to be utilized in order to move you from the carnal,
natural, fleshly thinking and conduct & behavior to the godly
thinking and conduct & behavior—and ultimately to be able
to labor with your Father in His operations of His business.
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- Therefore, in view of the vital importance of all this—I want you to
think carefully—Do you really have the effectual working of Romans
6:1-8:13 ‘up and running’ (or operational) [so to speak] in your inner
man so that it can be utilized in such a way that’s kind of an
‘interwoven feature’ that is always ‘running in the background’ (just
to use that computer software type terminology) - so that it’s just
second nature to you— and is ‘part and parcel’ of what you always
bring to class in order to make the necessary adjustments that each
component of the doctrine calls upon you to make?

- Well—let’s see—

- Notice once again that there is this ‘pattern’ that occurs in
the structure of this first ‘packet’ of doctrine to our instruction
of wisdom—(which is found in :3-8) — and of course, that
pattern is according to how God and God’s word goes about
producing godliness and godly edification—which is to first
of all deal with the thinking aspect of things; then the living
aspect of things; and then the laboring aspect of things.

- But just in that thinking aspect of things alone—(:3) has got
2 parts to it.

- And the first part is to come along and expose the Ungodly,
carnal, natural thinking—(and this is very important here):
many times you’re not even aware that you are thinking
ungodly, or carnal, or natural—but God has to come along
and expose that to you; and reveal that to you!

- In other words, you have some carnal, natural, ungodly
thinking that you’re not even aware of right now—but your
Father is aware of it—and it has to get addressed, exposed,
and recognized by you that it is ungodly!

- And that’s what the first part of (:3) is doing.

- But then the 2nd part of (:3) comes along and gives you the
godly thinking that needs to replace that exposed and
uprooted ungodly thinking.

- And once that’s done, (:4-5) is going to then take that
newly-produced godly thinking and put it into practice in
your conduct and behavior—that is, to make it a living reality
in the details of your life.
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- And this ‘pattern’ is going to occur again and again and
again—as you go through all the packets or components of
every doctrine that makes up your sonship decision-making
skills of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity.

- So naturally, we’re going to be confronting on an on-going basis
carnal, natural ungodliness—(which in some/many cases we’re not
even aware of until our Father brings it to our attention—{that’s just
how deeply rooted the ‘course of this world’ has been rooted in us])
— and those carnal, natural, ungodly things are supposed to be
perceived by us as what they are: sinful—but outside of the
corrective doctrine, how to fully deal with that is NOT given to us—
Why? — because you’re supposed to already know the mechanics of
how to put that ungodliness and sin away from you, and instead put
the corrective doctrine into practice!

- So now at this point—Iet’s just refresh ourselves on just this
one point—How do you deal with sin in your members and
instead live unto God and produce fruit unto holiness?

- (Go over previous notes—|[Review Notes on
Romans 6:12-13—pp.1-6, found in Romans & notes]).
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- INSTRUCTION OF WISDOM (Romans 12:3-16)

- The initial instruction of wisdom is taught to us by means of the doctrine of
godly love—and that godly love— (which is what the doctrine of God’s love
is all about) — isn’t yet in existence in you as your Father’s son—so now it’s
going to get brought into existence—and when it is, the first major feature of
it will be brought into existence at the exact same time: Godly love is selfless.

- And (:3-8) is designed to get that godly love brought into existence,
as well as producing the first major feature of godly love.

- And keep in mind that in all these forms of doctrine—the main issue
in all of them is the issue of edification (godly edifying which is in
faith) — and therefore we’re on the lookout for that “pattern’ or the
means by which godly edification takes place—and those 3
components of godly edification are always present in our mind as we
view the information contained in the doctrine—so we know by now
that (:3) deals with the thinking aspect of edification; (:4-5) deals
with the conduct & behavior or /iving aspect; and (:6,7,8) deals with
the labor aspect of godly edifying.

- And really—we’re now at the point where we are to actually begin our very
first ‘day of class’ (so to speak) - our very first time to deal with the actual
curriculum for sonship education—and for the first time we’re going to
experience being transformed from the course of this world by the renewing of
our mind—and the very first time we’re going to be conformed to the image of
God'’s Son by the effectual working of our sonship education.

- And this should be one of the most exciting moments of your life!

- (And I’m not exaggerating—you should be delighted and thrilled
at finally getting your sonship education officially underway!)

- In fact—the truth of the matter is, in just a few minutes, you’re
going to receive a real GEM! —- (see Pro. 3:13-15)

- Has it hit you as to the importance of what you’re about to receive
education-wise? — because if you think about it, one of the very first
things the Lord Jesus Christ did in His earthly ministry with the
members of the remnant was to deal with this very subject—get godly
love brought into existence! — (see Mat. 5:43-48; [all through Jn.
13,14,15]) and then with the members of the rem./Isr. when their
program resumes Heb. 6:10; 10:24-25; 13:1)!
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- Not only that—but this is such a major issue in sonship edification
that you’ll find it continually being built upon and advancements
made to it—that even by the time you get to the end of the education,
the doctrine of godly love is still a BIG ISSUE!

- (see II Thess. 1:1-4 (:3); Phlm. 1:1-7 (:5, :7))

- So let’s now begin looking at the details of (:3-8) — particularly (:3) where
our Father is going to begin to produce His heart in our hearts in connection
with receiving the instruction of wisdom as our sonship education gets
underway!

ROMANS 12:3

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath
dealt to every man the measure of faith.

- This single verse is designed to accomplish 2 major things—

1) To expose the UNgodly thinking we possess by nature—and
which was further enhanced by the ‘inroads’ that the course of this
world has made in our thinking—and all that it has taught us in
connection with what love is;

2) Once that ungodly thinking has been exposed and rooted up—to
replace that ungodly thinking with the godly thinking of our Father
and bring that godly thinking into existence in our heart.

- Therefore, since there are 2 major things that have to get
accomplished—it comes as no surprise to find that (:3) has 2 main
Parts to it—the 1st Part is designed to get the first thing accomplished
and then the 2nd Part accomplishes the second thing that has to get
done.

- So the st part of (:3) [to expose the ungodly thinking] is:
For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think;

- And the 2nd part of (:3) [to replace the ungodly thinking with the
godly thinking] is:
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith.
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- (The 2nd Part has those 2 phrases to it—and main issue is
in the 1st phrase [to think soberly] - and then the 2nd phrase
defines what that means (to think soberly), which is
laccording as God hath dealt to every man the measure of

faith].)

- And that should tell you that of all the information contained
in (:3) - that last phrase is the most significant and most
critical and most important of all!

- And one more thing along these lines—and that is that you
have a healthy respect for what’s going on here—and what I
mean by that is that if what all this is going after is simply

to get you to have selfless love in the sense of the simple

idea of “Others First” — (which is what the world sometimes
tells you—in other words, the world has that kind of thinking)
— if that’s all that this is after, then all it has to say is,

but to think soberly, of others first! — but it doesn’t say that!

- Hallmark/Opra/Summer Camp/Dr. Phil/Supernanny — they
all will tell you that one of love’s great virtues is to think of
others first! (And even they’ll acknowledge that men don’t
naturally think that way, but they have to be taught to do so).

- Well—here is a great example or case where the world has
counterfeited and highjacked the thinking of God — and, in
fact, “others first” is what’s going to get brought up here—but
the critical difference is that what generates that principle in
your heart isn’t merely the generally accepted virtue of
putting others first (as it’s recognized in the animal kingdom);
but what generates the godly selfless love, and what brings
that into existence are those 12 words: according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith—and by their
effectual working in your inner man!

- And the truth is—it’s not just putting any other
person first (or more highly than yourself), but it’s
first of all talking about some particular “others”
within the local assembly—and then going out from
there!

- So with all that said—Iet’s begin dealing with the details of (:3).
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(Note: It’s taken nearly 4 years to get here!)
- (:3) For I (Paul) say, through the grace given unto me,

- Just as we noted in (:1) - Paul has stepped out of his roll of the
‘mouthpiece’ of God (so to speak) and took upon himself the roll of
another son standing with you and your Father—and his roll in the
first 2 verses of chapter 12 was that of a 3rd party or the ‘beseecher’
(so to speak) — and not doing any instruction.

- But now—by this first phrase (For I say) Paul once again steps
back into the roll of the Father’s ‘mouthpiece’ and signals to you
that the instruction is now going to get underway.

- And that’s really what the first 2 phrases of (:3) are doing—they are
signaling to you that the education as sons is now going to
commence.

- And I realize that the most common way that the phrase (through
the grace given unto me) is often dealt with—especially by those who
do “rightly divide the word of truth” is to say that the terminology
“the grace given unto me” is talking about the unique distinctive
nature of Paul’s apostleship—being our apostle—being the apostle
of the Gentiles to whom “the mystery of Christ” was given — and
that Paul is emphasizing his distinctive roll as the apostle of the
Gentiles.

- But my understanding is that that’s NOT what Paul is doing,
and that’s NOT what’s being emphasized by that terminology.

- The issue isn’t to think about Paul’s distinctive apostleship or to
think about the “mystery” or anything along those lines!

- Once again—you have to keep things within the context in which
God puts it—and the context isn’t dealing with either of those 2
things (i.e., Paul’s apostleship or the mystery).

- Rather, this is a grammatical technique for signaling to you (the son)
as the son-student that you are—that Paul is being utilized by God as
His ‘mouthpiece’ - and that Paul has been given not only “the
mystery of Christ,” but that Paul has been given the words (that we
have come to perceive) that forms the curriculum for our sonship
education— ... and now that education is getting officially underway!
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- Simply put—the grace given unto me— isn’t talking about
the “mystery” that was given and revealed to Paul (true as
that is) — but the grace that was given to Paul here is the very
curriculum for sonship education!

- Therefore Paul signals to you the very point at which our instruction
of wisdom begins—and he’s going to be speaking to us as the one
whom God has graciously provided the opportunity to minster the
information that God the Holy Spirit is going to write on our hearts—
and that’s what gets underway right here in (:3).

- And so then the instruction begins ...

(3) ... to every man that is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think;

- Notice very carefully that first phrase: to every man that is among
you —

- The very first thing that deals with this renewing of your mind that
has to take place and that YOU have to acknowledge is that: in this
part of the ‘packet’ of information that has to do with your thinking—
and that first of all goes right after some ungodly, erroneous-type
thinking—or that goes right after the problem in your thinking—is
that you have to acknowledge that it’s a problem that every one of
you have; and it’s a problem that every one of you have right at this
very moment! (It’s a problem YQU have today!)

- In other words—no one in this room is exempt!

- And the truth is—by nature—and by the ‘inroads’ that the world
has made in your thinking—you do think more highly of yourself
than you ought!

- And that’s the problem.
- And the problem is stated in the final phrase of the 1st Part of (:3)—
... not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think;
- And if you think of yourself more highly than you ought to think—

you’re thinking is ‘high-minded’ about yourself—and what is that
kind of thinking? What would you call someone who thinks like that?
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- Answer: Proud; arrogant; haughty; (or as the OED says)
one who has an “arrogant spirit.”

- Now I recognize that you might have the tendency to begin to
self-analyze here—and you can come along and say, Hey, wait a
minute—I’m not that way—I think of others first—I’m not like
that—or, if anything, at least I’m not all that bad ... or something
along those lines.

- And you may be tempted to rationalize it—and put yourself on a
‘curve’ (so to speak) - and come up with an estimation of yourself
that’s pretty darn good in the “selflessness” category.

- And, granted, many schools of training get some measure
of selflessness produced—(like the medical field; firemen;
police; military, ‘peace-corps,” public service, etc.)

- [llustration: Mike Thornton— “How many here
have a friend?”

- But the hard truth is—first of all, you’re not naturally like that—and
second of all, even if you do have a measure of selflessness that you
rationalize doesn’t put you in this category—the truth is, what ever
measure of selflessness you’ve got wasn’t produced by the last 12
words of Romans 12:3!

- And that’s not only the point—but that ‘sinks your
battleship’ (so to speak)!

- Because if it’s not the godly selflessness of godly love,
then it’s still a problem because it’s all just thinking based
upon the course of this world!

- Therefore the first thing you have to acknowledge with brutal
honesty is that when it says, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think—is that that’s
YOU!

- And therefore the way in which you think about yourself and the
way you think about yourself in connection with other saints is
WRONG-—and that needs to be corrected! And there’s an element
of ungodly thinking that’s fundamentally flawed and runs counter to
everything that your Father wants produced in you and it has to be
replaced with the godly thinking.
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- But before that ungodly thinking can be replaced, we have to be
honest enough to not read this and try to either rationalize or justify
away the problem as it exists in you—and just think, Well, I can

look around the room and point to someone else in whom you know
the problem exists—and think that this is just talking about them, and
not YOU!

- No. It’s talking to YOU—and that’s why it says, fo every man that
is among you—and that means that this is talking about every one of
us!

- And the reality is—you & I are more selfish than you ought to be—
you and I are naturally, arrogantly self-centered!

- And if your sonship education is providing for you to be conformed
to the image of God’s Son and to emulate your Father—and to put on
display the life of God’s Son in the details of your life—the ‘first
things first’ is for you to acknowledge the reality of this—don’t balk
at it; don’t buck it—but recognize that you and I (by nature and by the
work of the course of this world in us) makes it so that we think more
highly of ourselves than we ought to think.

- And because of that—just as we have noted before—since this is the
case—and since this is dealing with the issue of edification—then that
“power of your sanctification” that you got effectually working in
your inner man from Romans 6:1-8:13 cannot be ‘deployed’ (so to
speak) against that ungodly thinking unless you acknowledge it; that
it exists; and that it exists in you.

- And you’re going to see (as we deal with all this) that the ungodly
thinking is totally inconsistent with who God made you to be “in
Christ” — and therefore being dead to sin and alive unto God, plus
the technique, the doctrine, and the mechanics of how God expects
you to deal with ungodliness and sinfulness has to ‘come to the table’
and has to be deployed and utilized in order to make the kind of
adjustments to your thinking that has to be made.

- But you can’t consign sinful thinking or sinful behavior or
ungodliness to functional death unless you can first of all
identify it for what it is.

- And you should come along and appreciate that your Father
has pointed that out and then provided the means to deal with
it—because that’s descriptive of me!
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- Therefore the truth is—I do think more highly of myself
than I ought to think—or else He wouldn’t say: to every man
that is among you ...

- Now once that grips your thinking—and once you appreciate the reality of
that and the truth of that—then, and ONLY then are you ready for that
thinking to be replaced with the remainder of what (:3) says.

- [ realize that this isn’t a pleasant thing to have to think about or have
to come to grips with and acknowledge, but receiving the instruction
of wisdom has to start somewhere—and here’s where it starts!

- So are there any problems with this so far?

- Now before we go on to deal with the remainder of the verse—I just want to
go back to something I brought up before—and that is that when you think
about yourself as being described as you are here—and that is: to not to think
of yourself more highly than you ought to think—and when you think that
way—when your thinking is therefore ‘high-minded’ - or that you value and
esteem yourself more highly than you ought—what do you call that kind of
thinking in general?

- Answer: That’s proud, arrogant, haughty thinking—one who has
an ‘arrogant spirit.’

- And the reason [ want to come back to this before leaving this first
part of (:3) that is designed to go right after a particular problem you
have by nature and by the ‘inroads’ that this world has made upon
you — the reason I want to come back to this for a moment is just to
once again point out something that lies ‘behind the scenes’ (so to
speak) concerning what our Father is doing here and what He’s doing
in the way He’s going about doing it (if that makes any sense).

- Because the truth is—He is doing more than the obvious—more
than just pointedly confronting you with an ungodly problem you
have by nature that doesn’t allow for godly love to exist.

- And so when you think about this issue as one of prideful, haughty,
high-minded thinking—(especially about yourself) - not only is this
an obvious impediment to getting godly love brought into existence
in your inner man—but there is something more that God is going

to accomplish (or begin to accomplish) by addressing this issue as
the “first’ of the ‘first-things-first’ in your sonship education.
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- I could say a lot of things about this here—but I’'m going
to limit myself greatly to what I’m going to say because I’'m
going to allow the natural sense and sequence process of all
that occurs throughout the first 3 decision-making skills
(especially) [wisdom, justice, and judgment] to do the job
they’re supposed to do in this area.

- But for now all I want to do is to get you thinking about what’s
going on here—just one ‘layer’ deeper (so to speak) - or a little more
perceptive than you’re maybe thinking right now.

- So first of all—it’s great if you have come to see (and see in
yourself) that the improper, ungodly thinking in connection with
yourself is that you naturally do think more highly of yourself than
you ought to think.

- And it’s great if you’ve made the connection with that kind of
thinking and the issue of it being prideful thinking—that’s good.

- But the question I want you to think about is: Why is that so
significant? Why is that the ‘first’ of the ‘first-things-first’ issues
to be dealt with in sonship education—or in our instruction of
wisdom?

- And to answer that question—and just to say something about it
that will add another layer to your understanding of what your Father
is going after in all this—(that is, more than the obvious issue of
producing godly love in your thinking [which is no small matter]) —

- Let’s look at a passage back in God’s program with Israel
in which the issue of what a man values and what a man
esteems gets focused upon by our Lord and see if we can’t
discover some additional information concerning what pride
does to a man.

- But before we do—maybe we should ask, What is
it that pride does? That is, what is one of pride’s
most basic and fundamental features?

- For instance—if you lived in the Depression, and
you tried to help someone, but their pride got in the
way—what did they do with the help you tried to
give them? THEY REJECTED IT! (right?)
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- Therefore, one of the basic features of pride is one
of rejecting something offered—even rejecting
something that may be beneficial to a person—(it’s
not the only feature, but it’s one of the more basic
features).

- With that in mind—if you were to point out something that
man rejects in connection with God Himself—especially in
connection with what God offers to him salvation-wise—
what would you say that man, in his pride, rejects?

Answer: Grace! (easy to see)

- And we could go to a number of passages in the Bible to
llustrate that and to underscore that.

- And pride is a grace-rejecting policy of man’s sin nature.
(But that has been dealt with a great deal in the opening 5
chapters of the book of Romans in dealing with our
justification and it’s results).

- But now I want you to think about something else that pride,
arrogance, haughtiness, high-mindedness and the like have a
connection to that goes to the very matter we’re dealing with.

- And to illustrate what I’m after here—Ilet’s go to that passage in
God’s word (in God’s program with Israel) where the Lord Jesus
Christ confronted this prideful thinking issue in a man He dealt with.

- Mark 10:17-22

- Now I know that it is commonly taught (and rightly so) that
this passage is all about riches—and indeed, there is a great
and massive doctrine of riches contained in God’s word and
in His dealings with the nation Israecl—and a real case can be
made for the idea that this prideful rich man rejected God’s
grace and the offer that Christ made to him—but look a

little closer and you’ll find this other thing that pride so often
rejects as much as grace itself.

- So notice: what does he reject (specifically) in (:21)?
Answer: He rejects God’s (the Lord’s) WORDS!
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- And what I’m after is that you have some understanding and
appreciation for the fact that pride is the issue in man, as well as in
the Adversary himself, that causes someone to reject what God’s

word says!!!

- Pride is not only the grace-rejecting policy of man’s sin
nature—but it’s also the word-of-God-rejecting policy of
man’s sin nature.

- And there’s an awful lot to be understood and appreciated
in connection with this issue—but all I’m after right now is
the concept of it.

- In fact—we can see that prideful, haughty, arrogant thinking as the
source for rejecting God’s words—right at the very beginning of
God’s word —

- Genesis 3:1-6

- Note that the Adversary was going about to do far much
more than is commonly thought or taught here—because he
not only was tempting the woman in order to get sin
introduced into the world, and to ultimately get Adam to sin
and thereby usurp the Monarchy of the earth to himself—

— but if you pay careful attention to the way in which the
Adversary goes about this—and the specific targets (so to
speak) of his temptations—what he’s really after here is to
do 2 major things:

1) To destroy man’s relationship with God;

2) To pave the way for another relationship to be
established between man and the Adversary himself
(by means of his own, hand-picked man: the man of
sin)!
- Remember that the Anti-Christ isn’t doesn't
just have to do with Israel—but with the
rulership over the Gentiles as well—the
whole earth is governed by him!!!

- So—let’s come back to our passage in Romans 12:3 and appreciate
some further insight to what our Father is doing here.
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- When our Father begins our education as His sons—and when He
begins to give us the instruction of wisdom as our first sonship
decision-making skill—He does it by dealing with us on the basis of
getting His godly love established in our inner man (in our thinking).

- And He first of all goes after something we all naturally possess,
and which has been fostered and nurtured by the course of this word:
and that is this ungodly way in which we think of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think.

- And that sets our mind upon a course that, as we take the time to be
properly confronted with the reality of that—(though it’s not stated),
we recognize rather easily that we do think more highly of ourselves
that we ought to think—and that kind of thinking is prideful, haughty,

and arrogant.

- And on one level—it becomes apparent to us that this is inconsistent
with body-type thinking, which is something we’re going to have to
have being the new creature of the members of the church, the body
of Christ. (And to remedy the kind of corruption that now exists out
in the creature).

- And that’s right—that’s all well and good!

- But then there’s this other level that comes into our thinking—and
that is that—right off the bat (so to speak), our Father is going right
after the core (or source) of where you, as His son/daughter, that will
be the most problematic (and the most well-exercised area in you—
[“exercised” by the course of this world]) in which, if it isn’t dealt
with properly—will end up with you REJECTING HIS WORDS!

- And since pride is the issue in you, as well as in the
Adversary himself, that causes someone to reject what God’s
word says — and furthermore, since pride is ONE of the 3
means (there’s 2 more) through which the Adversary seeks
to destroy your relationship with your Father and to make it
so that a relationship can be established with you and him!

... folks, that makes what’s going on here in Romans 12:3
so significant and so critical for you to understand and
appreciate properly—and to not just ‘breeze’ your way
through it!
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- And hopefully, by our little additions we’ve made—you can
see more clearly just how important and how valuable it is
for you to get your instruction of wisdom based upon what
your Father values and what your Father esteems—in other
words: godly love!

- So we have— (3) For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think;

- And you should have now taken enough time to think that
over—to realize, recognize, and acknowledge to your Father
that this is not only ungodly and inconsistent with who He
has made you to be “in Christ” — but you should appreciate
all the more that your Father began your education as His
son with this very issue—and now you can agree with Him
that this is, indeed, true with you.

- And once that has been accomplished, now you're ready for
the alternative—the godly thinking that is designed to replace
your natural, world-enhanced ungodly thinking.

- So we have— ... but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith.

- And in view of what our sanctified status enables for us to do—
which is to bring to bear the ‘power of our sanctification’ from
Romans 6:1-8:13 to bear on the ungodly thinking and rather, put this
thinking of our Father in it’s place.

- Which means— the honest recognition and identification of the
ungodly thinking provides for our Father to now produce godly
thinking—godly thinking that will evict that selfish, ungodly, sinful
thinking—and depose it from its position of power that it has
occupied for your entire life (both as a lost person, and as a saved
individual) — and this godly alternative is designed to pull the
strength away from that ungodly thinking and replace it with the
godly thinking (the way your Father Himself thinks, ).

- And that will be a godly way in which to view yourself; and

a godly way in which to view other saints — and of course,

once that’s done, that will provide for (:4-5) to do it’s job and
produce consistent conduct & behavior with that godly thinking.
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- ... but to think soberly,

- but = a very power adversative conjunction (&AAc.) which indicates
that what is about to be said is adverse to; or opposite to; or
counter to what has just been said.

- Therefore, this tells you that what you’re about to receive is
the godly alternative and remedy for not valuing and
esteeming either yourself as you ought, or other saints as
you ought.

- to think soberly — What does it mean to think soberly?

- sober (ly = like) = commonly it has to do with not being intoxicated
or drunk (which doesn’t exactly fit the context here).
From the Lat. sobrius meaning a “separation” from
drunkenness—and it denotes the character which by its
natural gravity is constitutionally untempted to excess of any
kind, being content with what is moderate and sufficient.
(Smith’s, pg.23)

= In terms of how we think = soundness; clarity of thought;
serious; even quiet, gentle, peaceful—and in a sense of even
the common idea of not being intoxicated, it’s thinking that
hasn’t been influenced by something detrimental to it.

- And it’s the issue of your mind now becoming sound,
(i.e., whole, strong, right, correct, proper and full of truth).

- And the implication is (and it’s a powerful implication) -
that up until this very moment, you HAVE NOT been
thinking soberly in regard to yourself and to other saints!

- The implication is that in connection with the way in which
you think about yourself—your thinking has been under the
influence of something detrimental to it—it’s been under the
influence of your sin nature and fueled by and nurtured by
the ungodly thinking of this world!

- Soberly (just like sober, soberness and sobriety) is strictly a
sonship term—utilized only by Paul and by Peter—and is one
of the characteristics or features of sonship thinking—which

means that sonship thinking is thinking soberly! (sober thinking)
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- And one of the most important issues in a son’s sober
thinking in whatever area his thinking goes—is that the most
general, basic, and fundamental feature of a son’s thinking
(and that lies behind a son’s thinking) is the simple, yet
profound issue of—(or what distinguishes sonship thinking
from any other unsaved person, or even from any saint who
has not submitted himself to his sonship education) - is the
issue of a son’s mind/thinking is not under the influence of
the course/thinking of this world—but it has been
separated from that corrupt influence of the wisdom of
men and the wisdom of this world!

- It’s of great significance that when, for the very
first time that your thinking gets addressed in the
curriculum for sonship education—(and in view of
you just passing through that first Sonship
Checkpoint where you acknowledged to your Father
that from now on your life is going to bear the marks
of not being conformed to this world: but being
transformed by the renewing of your mind) - in view
of that, the very first time your Father addresses the
issue of your thinking—He does so in a way that
immediately picks up on what you acknowledged to
Him at the SSCP—and He has you realize that your
thinking has been influenced by this world, but from
this point on, it’s going to get all that influence
separated from it by the transforming of your mind!

- And that’s what lies behind this ‘reproof” or admonishment
(really, it’s an exhortation) - but an exhortation that carries
some measure of getting you to acknowledge that the truth is,
your thinking has been corrupted and influenced by both
your own nature of sin, and by the thinking of this world—
and now that thinking/influence has to be separated from the
way you're going to think as a son.

- And the beginning 4 words of this clause (But fo think soberly) sets
the stage (so to speak) for the effectual working of the powerful,
godly alternative (the last 12 words of :3) to do their job.

- Now let’s just pause here for a moment and recognize something
important as to how you, as a son, are expected to deal with this
information you’re getting so far (and we’re only 32 words into the
education, so we’re not very ‘far’ along at this point at all) —
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- In other words—what I’m after here is that you recognize that every
word of what you’re being told here is highly significant—and you
have to take time with every word of it—but what [ want you to
recognize right here is that you’re being told to not think one way;
(i.e., not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think) —
you’re told not to think one way—and then told to think soberly

(or this other way).

- But notice what your Father expects out of you—notice
that in all of (:3), and on through :8 — you’re not told HOW
to do this!

- In fact, your Father expects you to already know how to
do this!

- What? Aren’t we supposed to expect that we just
read the words; ‘pray about it’ (whatever that means),
and then wait for God to come along and just
‘rewire’ our thinking by some miracle—or by
“standing on the promises”??? NO!

- Your Father expects you to already know how to take
certain thinking and do something with that thinking—and
then replace it with the Father’s own thinking — because the
truth is, you’ve already been taught how to do that!

- Where were you taught that? and how do you stop
thinking one way and begin thinking the way your
Father teaches you to think?

Answer: Rom. 6:1-8:13!!
(The Power of your Sanctification!)

- Again, you’re supposed to bring the techniques and
methodology and mechanics of the power of your
sanctification to bear on getting the job done for what
is to be accomplished here—and on, and on, ...

- Well this ‘sober thinking’ has to now be defined and described—
because just saying to someone, Hey, stop thinking that way, think
soberly! That doesn’t do a thing in accomplishing proper thinking—
because the term soberly, while critical and important, doesn’t
provide for the godly remedy to the improper, ungodly thinking!
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- So now we come to the most important part of all of (:3) - the part that is
designed to bring godly selfless love into existence in our inner man—and to
have it operational in our inner man from now and forever more.

- And it is our first experience of not being conformed to this world; but being
transformed by the renewing of our mind — it’s the first time or the first step
in our being conformed to the image of God’s Son—and therefore the final 12
words of (:3) are CRITICAL to getting godly selfless love produced in us!

- (Those 12 words are what produces godly love!)

- And that means that of all places (in the short time we’ve been in the
curriculum) - this is where you’re going to have to spend some time
dealing with the curriculum; and dealing with it between you and your
Father in some intelligent sonship prayer—in order to ‘settle’ the
matter and ensure its effectual working in your inner man!

- Therefore, instead of thinking of ourselves more highly than we
ought to think (which is the way we naturally think; and the way in
which the world has taught us to think) - we are to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

- according = What does according mean? = agreeing; corresponding to;
matching; consistent with; exactly; in a manner corresponding to the
way in which ... ; suitably.

- But even here there is a great amount of “Excellency” in the choice
of words God has used in our English King James Bible—because the
focus of attention (or main point) here is to get your thinking
transformed by the renewing of your mind—and to get you to no
longer think in terms of selfishness, but to get you to think with godly
selfless love (or body-type thinking).

- And just as we so often point out—every word of God’s word is
important—but when God’s word narrows itself down to the critical
core element’ (so to speak) or the “power-core” of the words that
actually bring the doctrine into existence (that is, the words that
actually create the Father’s thinking in your inner man) — [and these
12 words being that ‘power-core’] — therefore, even this one word
according is geared toward generating in your thinking not only the
kind of thoughts the Father has (and wants you to have), but it also
generates that “way” or “manner” in which our Father thinks that I so
often talk about.
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- What I’'m after here is that—when you look at the word according
— what is its root form? (A: accord) — and it’s interesting (and not
surprising) to find that even the word accord has a “root” to it—and
what is it? (A: cord) - which we often spell in English “chord”.

- Now the word accord, as we use it in our English language,
has borrowed from several languages for its origins—but
Noah Webster notes in his 1828 Dictionary — In some of its

applications, it is naturally deduced from the Italian corda
[the string of a musical instrument].

- And that’s why one of the ways to define accord is that =
harmony; a harmony of minds or an agreement of minds.

- And there’s significance to why the root issue in

a “chorda’ is a string of a musical instrument—
there’s significance to that and the issue of being in
one “accord” as the remnant saints are described in
the opening chapters of the book of Acts—(2:1 And
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place.)

- Or to put it this way—there’s significance to why
we have the word according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith—that word according
and the issue of it being derived from the concept of
“the string of a musical instrument.”

- And that’s because a string of a musical instrument
has body-type features to it! And has ‘agreement’
type features to it! And ‘harmony’ type features to
it!

(C isn’t to think more if itself than it ought!)

- Well all I'm after here is just to point up the fact that every
word of the 12 words that brings godly selfless love into
existence in our inner man—is designed to generate the
body-type thinking that is so critical for us to have as “sons”
and to take the body-type thinking into all of the details of
our lives—and then to take that body-type thinking out into
the operations of our Father’s business out in the creature!
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- Now just as the word according suggests—this final phrase of (:3) is
designed to describe in detail what that sober thinking consists of.

- And it consists of a particular way of thinking in which
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

- And first and foremost this tells us that the distinguishing feature of
godly selfless love is that—instead of thinking of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think—godly selfless love (based upon the
specific information contained in the last 12 words of [:3]) godly love
thinks in a very specific and very particular way about OTHERS,
rather than how we naturally think about ourselves.

- And that is apparent because the godly thinking is:
according as God hath dealt to every man ...

- Sober sonship thinking thinks in a particular way about others—but
here at first, it’s not just any old “every man” - or not just any old
“others” — but the context makes it so that the “every man” that’s

in view is specifically talking about every man who is a fellow saint!

- That is the ‘others’ are all believers or other members of the
church, the body of Christ.

- By the way—although this certainly isn’t nearly the first
time it’s been used this way—this is one of those instances
where you have the generic use of the word man being used
to talk about men and women. (even women are talked about
in certain contexts as “sons”

- And the specific or particular way in which we are to think of “every
man” (or every member of the church, the body of Christ) is:
according as God hath dealt something to every man.

- And note that it’s as God hath done something (in the past—even
though it’s, for us, the recent past) — but note that the godly thinking
is according as God hath done something—

- and that’s a significant distinction—because it tells you that
what we’re after is to be taught to think a particular way
because our Father has taught us to think that way!

- And that may not sound like a big deal—but it is!
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- Because the truth is—we’re dealing with an issue here
about which you’ve come to learn a lot of things—that is,
you’ve been taught a bunch of things about this issue of
love and how to think about others!

- In fact, it could be argued that among all the topics and
issues you’ve ‘learned’ about in all your life—I/ove is the one
above all others that has the most, and the most powerful
influences attached to it in your mind, in your heart, and in
your experiences, than any other thing that the world or the
wisdom of men have taught you!

- And by saying it the way our Father says it—according as God hath
dealt to every man ... it confronts you as His son, for the very first
time in the curriculum (and right ‘off the bat’ in the curriculum) with
having to realize and recognize and acknowledge to yourself that
there are a whole bunch of things (love being at the top of the list, so
to speak) that I was taught by this world and by the wisdom of the
men of this world—and if not careful, I will assume that my Father
has to be pleased with that (I can’t imagine He wouldn't be) - and
what ends up happening is that you bring the thinking you were
taught by this world to church, to God’s word, and try to bend the
church and God’s word to fit what you only imagine is pleasing and
compatible with Him!

- This is what ‘religion’ does—this is what the world does—
this is what the majority of Christians do—and this is what
theological seminaries are the BEST at doing!

- And right here is where you need to make a pause and
recognize the hugeness of what is going on here—even
though it may seem so simple and ‘uneventful’!

- Illustration: The pistol shooting Champion of the
World — in WWII being trained by his army
shooting instructor.... “You’re going to learn to
shoot the ARMY way!”

- And one of the biggest ‘wake-up-calls’ you’re going to have
as a son—is to realize how much you assume about yourself
that you assume your Father is pleased at—but which He
never taught you that, the world taught you that!
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- So we have: but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man

- And even that word dealt has meaning and significance to getting
godly selfless love produced in our inner man.

- dealt (past tense of deal) = to distribute; to bestow among a number
of recipients; to deliver.

- But there is a shade of meaning that the word deal has that
other words (such as the modern English Bible translations
use) - like “give” or “allotted” or “assigned” don’t have.

- And that shade of meaning that dealt has (and that ‘given’
doesn't have) is that—dealt or deal is used when you want to
make sure that what is being emphasized or expressed is that
MUCH has been done, and not merely a “little” has been
done.

- In other words, in our English language, we reserve using
the word dealt for contexts in which we want to express how
great of an amount or how great of an extent has been done
in whatever is being distributed or delivered or bestowed!

- Granted, there are some contexts in which deal or
dealt is used where no particular amount of strength
is in view: (like ‘dealing’ cards) — but in a context
such as this, dealt expresses that what God has dealt
to every man isn’t little or insignificant or without
much effort—rather, that He has dealt something
great—and something that took much effort on His
part—and is highly significant!

- Therefore He didn’t just ‘give to every man’ - but He hath
dealt to every man ...

- And that then brings us to that phrase: the measure of faith.

- So what does that mean? - or maybe the question should be: If you
don’t know what that means, does Paul define it for you here in this
passage? (No.) — so what does that tell you? That Paul has already
defined what it means, but up until now he has never used this
expression for what it’s definition means.
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- And Paul has already said some things whereby this expression
covers it all (so to speak) - and therefore there should be some things
in your frame of reference already (especially from the fundamentals
regarding sonship)—so that this expression, by what it says, should
‘click’ in your thinking like it ought to.

- And right here [ want to say that my understanding is that this
expression is NOT to be dealt with the way most Bible teachers and
Bible commentaries so often deal with it—and that is to make this
expression mean that God has dealt to every man the ability to have
faith—or the “gift of faith”— or this corrupted doctrine that says that
God has to give us faith or else we could never believe in Him—or
anything along those lines.

- Therefore, my understanding is that this is strictly a sonship
expression.

- In other words—if you understand what’s involved in sonship,
there’s an aspect of what’s involved in sonship that, because of what
it is, this expression is an expression that perfectly summarizes it or
puts it all in a ‘nutshell’ (so to speak) or in a synopsis-type issue and
tells you THAT’S what we’re going to be focusing upon now.

- Now I say that so that if your thinking is — that this is describing a
package of benefits that we received when we trusted Christ as our
Saviour—(granted, sonship is one of those benefits), but that scope is
much too wide in order to grasp the meaning of this expression.

- So since this expression is coming up in our sonship education—and
in fact as part of the very first thing of our sonship education—the
logical thing to recognize is that it’s got something to do with
sonship itself—because the very first thing the Father is going to
educate us in when it comes to us walking and living as sons, has this
expression as an integral part of it.

- Because in the context of what’s going on here—this
expression is the fundamental component to the sober
thinking that Paul says our mind needs to be renewed with
first and foremost.

- Now granted—as you think back over what you’ve been taught in
your sonship orientation & sonship establishment—you recognize
that every member of the church, the body of Christ with you
possesses the same sonship status—and the same potential
opportunities that the sonship status provides for—because we’ve all
received “the adoption of sons” - and we’ve all received the same
curriculum.
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- And that does make it so we do have a particular viewpoint about
one another and about ourselves along with other members of the
church, the body of Christ—but my understanding is that all that has
done it’s effectual job by the time you get here.

- But what this is doing is refining that concept even more!

- In fact, this is going to bring it down to the point where we’re going

to be able to look at one another—and live and conduct ourselves one
with another as members one with another that we are in the body of

Christ.

- And this is going to take that equality of sonship that every one of
us possesses, and make us realize that an even more specific or more
particular equality exists that we all share in common in being
sons.

- And when you just take at face value (so to speak) the entire
phrase: according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith—the basic essence of that whole thing is
saying that every one of us has got something in common!

— and that none of us (on the basis of this) can think that any
one of us is any better than the other—or better off than the
other!

- If God’s dealt to every man the measure of faith—then
we’ve all got this thing! (what ever the measure of faith is,
we’ve all got it!)

- Therefore, it’s a ‘level playing field’ for us all!

- Now when we come out of Romans 8—there are a whole bunch of
things that we all possess in common with each other—for example,
we’ve all got justification, sanctification, the ‘capstone’ of
sanctification: sonship — and in sonship, we’ve all got the same
inheritance of God; we’ve all got the same potential for being
Jjoint-heirs with Christ, we’ve all got the Spirit helping our
infirmities; we’ve all got the usefulness of all things working together
for our good; we’ve all got the curriculum—we’ve all got a whole
bunch of ‘commonnesses’ and a whole bunch of equalities with
respect to ourselves as sons that are kind of just ‘givens’ that you
come out of Romans 8 with.
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- But there’s one specific one—and one particular thing that we all
have in common—that now needs to be focused upon—and that
really makes it so that the ‘mind-set’ that God wants to establish
within us by that 1st Component of our instruction of wisdom—in
order to establish that ‘mind-set’ and that thinking with respect to
ourselves that God wants us to have—the basic things we’ve come
to understand about commonness in connection with sonship in
general is NOT enough to do it.

- There’s another particular issue with respect to our sonship status
that needs to get focused upon—and needs to be thought about in a
particular way—and needs to be recognized that God has dealt with
every one of us in a very particular manner in connection with this by
dealing to every one of us what’s called: the measure of faith.

- And when we realize this—and think of each other (and ourselves)
in connection with this—all of a sudden, that attitude with respect to
ourselves and our thinking about ourselves that has that general
equality that we learned from Romans 8—all of a sudden, what was
‘flimsy’ (so to speak) in our thinking, suddenly turns to granite! (and
it solidifies).

- And so there’s this ‘soberness of thinking’ that Paul describes that
makes it so that: Man, if we think anything special about ourselves
in comparison to another member of the church, the body of Christ—
we acknowledge that to be FOOLISHNESS! (That’s ludicrous in
view of this!)

- In other words—in light of all the great ‘equalizers’ (so to
speak) - this is the greatest ‘equalizer’ of them all for us as
members of the church, the body of Christ.

- And there’s an aspect about sonship that this expression the
measure of faith addresses and focuses upon—and when we think of
ourselves in connection with it—and perceive it properly, it makes it
so that we realize that we’ve all got the same kind of importance to
ourselves; we’ve all got the same kind of potential to ourselves; and
we all share it ‘across the board’ (so to speak) - and it makes it so that
any thinking of ourselves more highly with respect to any other
member of the church the body of Christ makes us say, That’s
foolish! I shouldn’t ever think that—because that’s totally out of
line with the measure of faith that God has dealt to every one of us!
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- And that’s what produces the sobriety—and it’ paves the way for
looking at ourselves as (:4-5) are going to bring into play: that we
genuinely are members one of another in this BODY relationship!

- Now—saying all that—Iet’s focus our attention upon our sonship
status—and point out the specific thing that this expression the
measure of faith applies to.

- Granted, this isn’t an expression you hear all the time—nor is it one
that is used very much in our present day and age.

- And as I said, this is a fitting sonship expression—it fittingly has to
do with a particular aspect of sonship.

- But one of the reasons why we don’t hear this expression very often
today is not that similar situations don’t exist today in which it could
appropriately be used—but in our own culture and in our own history
as a nation (as well as North American culture—and even European
culture) — we went through a time in our history that has made it so
that expressions like the measure of faith (and the contexts in which it
was frequently used), had a BAD connotation to it!

- And because of that bad period of our history—we don’t
often hear it today—or even have that kind of situation around
any more in which this kind of an expression is used.

- And the truth is—this was an expression that was used outside the
realm of sonship—because this expression the measure of faith was
used in connection with Masters and Slaves.

- When a Master gave a slave a job to do—he gave him a measure of
faith, frequently!

- And he used that expression if he (the Master) wasn’t going
to be standing over & watching his slaves do the job he
gave them to do—or if he wasn’t going to assign a
“Task-Master” to him.

- A slave owner, when he called his slaves together in the
morning and gave them their jobs to do for the day—if he
didn’t have very many slaves, he could be their own Task-
Master—and he could go out and oversee them doing their
jobs himself.
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- But if he was a large land owner, he could have dozens of
slaves which meant that he couldn’t physically do that.

- And that’s when he would hire a “Task-Master” — which
is why that expression is used—a Task-Master was not the

slave owner—but he was a Master that the slave owner put
in his place, to represent him in connection with overseeing
a particular task that had been assigned to certain slaves

to do.

- So when the slave owner wasn’t going to be personally
overseeing the slave fulfilling the job he gave him to do—
he would hire the Task-Master — (or in some cases where he
wouldn’t hire a Task-Master, he would come along and say
the same thing himself) —but the point is, the Task-Master
would come along and say to the slave, “I’m giving you

a measure of faith.”

- And what he’s saying to the slave is—I’m entrusting you
with the responsibility to faithfully do what I’m telling
you to do.

- And that’s the expression that was used in connection with
the JOB that he had to do!

- And the reciprocal term, in connection with that, — when
the job was done well—the reciprocal term is one that Paul
himself uses —

- He uses it later on over in Titus when he talks about
servants showing to their masters all good fidelity.

(Titus 2:9-10) Exhort servants to be obedient unto
their own masters, and to please them well in all
things, not answering again, (10) Not purloining,
but shewing all good fidelity, that they may adorn
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

- Fidelity was the reciprocal term when the slave received
the measure of faith, and without being watched over (which
is why Paul talks about Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers)
[Eph.6:6; Col. 3:22]— without being watched over, pleased
his master well in all things shewing all good fidelity.
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- the measure of faith and shewing all good fidelity are the

2 terms that describe the “slave” or the ‘employee’ getting
his orders from his Master; doing the job well; and then being
accounted as such by his Master at the end of the day!

- And now what this expression (the measure of faith) is doing here
for us in Romans 12:3 for us as sons—is that it is focusing upon the
fact that God has dealt to every one of us as sons the responsibility
from Him, to labor with Him in what He’s doing in His business!

- And right from the beginning of our sonship education we need to
recognize that—because that very issue is going to provide for the
first Component of godly thinking that needs to renew our minds—
it’s going to provide for the first Component of godly conduct and
behavior for who we are in God’s business (members of the new
creature of the church the body of Christ) — and it’s going to provide
for the first opportunity for us to begin to labor with God in an

aspect of His business—and that’s in connection with a local church;
and fulfilling a particular “office” within it!

- That expression the measure of faith—is defined as:

It’s the privilege of being entrusted with the responsibility
to serve in a cause or a business—and it’s been given or
granted by the One who has the cause or the business.

- And in a situation like this—and like existed in our past—the
Slave-Master or Task-Master comes along, and in a case where the
slave did NOT fulfill his responsibility, the Master says, “I gave you
a measure of faith in this—but you betrayed me!”

- And the issue was, You didn’t do what I asked you to do!

- [ gave you the measure of faith—I1 went away and entrusted
you to carry out my business in this area—but the slave
wasted the time (or whatever) and squandered the opportunity
— and at the end of the day when the Master came back and
asked for an account, he then reprimanded the slave for
betraying him because he failed in connection with the
measure of faith he gave him.

- And that’s a perfect and fitting expression to use in sonship—
because as soon as sonship takes place, that’s exactly what the Father
does!
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- In fact, the Lord Himself recognized that in His own sonship life
here on this earth—the moment He reached the age of adoption (as
Luke records [2:49]) when He was 12 years old—Mary, Joseph and
Him go up with the rest of their kinsmen to the feast—He doesn’t
return to with them—they find Him in the Temple—and He says,
wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?

- He says, As soon as I’'m adopted, I enter into my Father’s
business! I've got the responsibility to start doing what my
Father’s business calls for!

- That’s why He said, wist ye not — they should have figured
that out.

- But the issue is—as soon as a son gets adopted and understands and
appreciates what his sonship is all about—and has responded
positively to that sonship—his education begins with on-the-job

training!

- He immediately (along with what he immediately begins to learn) -
learns something that he can immediately put into practice!

- And that’s why, when your volition is tested in regard to responding
positively and properly to what you have learned—has, in connection
with that proper response aspect—Ilooking for the opportunities to
put into practice what you have learned.

- Because what you have learned is NOT theoretical!!!

- What the Father immediately begins to teach is not just ‘book
knowledge’ — rather, it is designed to immediately go into practice!

- The godly thinking is designed to produce the godly
conduct & behavior—which is designed to produce the
godly labor—and there’s no break in that chain!

- And so as soon as the son gets his education underway—he is
getting his education underway IN his Father’s business.

- It’s like the classroom is contained right within the
building where the business takes place!
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- And in a local assembly—that’s exactly what’s taking place!

- The classroom IS the local assembly—and the business IS
the local assembly!

- And so the first thing the son learns is — Look around, son, at all
the other sons in this local assembly—Y ou’re not only all “sons,”
but I’'ve dealt to you all the measure of faith—You’re all employed

by Me, equally!

- And every one of you has got the opportunity to occupy an
office and do a job that is as equally important to Me as all
the other ones are!

- So look at yourselves that way—and recognize that NONE
of you is more important than the other one!

- Look at yourselves exactly as I, your Father, look at you:
You’re all sons to whom I dealt to each and every one of you
the very same measure of faith.

- (Now that doesn't mean that I’ve given each of you
the exact same job—but I have given each of you the
exact same responsibility to do a job in My
business.)

- AND IF THAT DOESN’T BRING DOWN HIGH-MINDED
THINKING—NOTHING WILL!

- Because you can’t think high mindedly if that’s what you’re
thinking!

- You can’t think more of yourselfif that’s what you’re
thinking!

- And that’s exactly how ‘members of a body’ have to think—if
they’re going to function like ‘members of a body’!

- Because the ‘little toe’ is just as important as the right eye!
- And the reason this defining issue of according as God hath dealt to

every man the measure of faith being the defining issue that brings
godly love into existence—and that measure of faith being understood
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to be the Father’s way of expressing the fact that we are to think of
one another (and view one another) with this sonship equality by
which our Father has dealt to every one of us (equally) the
responsibility from Him, to labor with Him in what He’s doing in
His business — the reason why the fitting sonship expression of that
is that He has dealt to every man the measure of faith—is that when
you take everything you’ve learned about your sonship life and your
sonship status, and boil it all down to its most common denominator
(so to speak) - the most common issue we all share in common as
sons is that we have all been adopted by our Father (ultimately) to
labor with God in all that He’s doing.

- And it’s been that way from the very beginning when God first
created man as a help meet for Him—and the whole thrust of the
sonship education (and the whole thrust of godly edification) is so
God can come along and say, I’ve created you and educated you so
that you can help Me do what I want to do!

- “That’s what I’m privileging you to be, as my son!”

- And when it comes to all that you dealt with in the Sonship
Checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2—what you were ultimately saying to
your Father was: I want to now serve you in your business—and
You’re going to renew my mind now so that I can learn the things I
need to know so I can serve You in Your business!

- And the first thing the Father tells you is: YOU’RE NOT
MY ONLY SON! But every other saint out there is My son,
too! And you’re going to be serving Me in My business
along with them: equally!

- And when you look at it that way—the most logical thing you need
to renew your mind with first is this very issue of Romans 12:3!

- That every other saint is not merely a son—but is a son
who is charged with the exact same responsibility to labor
in the Father’s business as you are—and you need to have
that kind of viewpoint with the ones you assemble with
because you’re ALL going to be working together in the
same business that’s being conducted in that local
assembly— in the specific location in which you exist!
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- And just to underscore the issue once more—especially that we’ve
all been given the measure of that last word of (:3) faith—again,
when the master-servant or employer-employee relationship is dealt
with by Paul over in the book of Titus (2:10), the reciprocal concept to
having been given the measure of faith is that the servant shews forth
all good fidelity—and you can’t show all good fidelity unless
someone has entrusted you with ‘keeping faith’ with them!

- Because that’s what you’re shewing: that you ARE keeping
faith with them—(that’s what fidelity is!)

- That’s why stereo systems in my generation were called:
High Fidelity (or HiFi systems) - because it faithfully
reproduces those High Frequency sounds!

- And in that way, a master has given his servant something he calls
“faith” — (and it’s not belief or positive volition; and it’s not Bible
doctrine or the curriculum—but it’s the responsibility to do a job
given by the master to carry out in the master’s business!)

- Therefore the simple issue Paul is telling us here in Romans 12:3
(and it is to be kept simple here) — is that we are not to think of

ourselves more highly than we ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith

- and that’s simply the realization of the fact that God has
dealt to each of us as sons, the entrusted responsibility to
take the education that we’re receiving and employ it in
His business.

- And it does start out simply—but as we go on, we’ll learn
a number of things about the many operations of God, and
we’ll be able to employ our education in a number of things
He does.

- But that doesn’t change the fact that, right from the
beginning of our sonship education—in simple view of the
fact that we are “sons” - we were dealt that privilege of being
able to labor with Him in what He’s doing—and that’s just

a natural part of sonship.

- And above all—it’s a natural part of sonship that
we all have in common—equally!



Page 192 Romans 12

- And so this is the needful, natural, and necessary thing that has to
be focused upon right now in sonship—and it’s the thing that needs
to be focused upon as the first Component of our instruction of
wisdom— because as sons, we’re going to be given an opportunity

to labor with God right away—and it’s going to require the
acknowledged reality of this being true for every member of the
church, the body of Christ in the local assembly in which we
assemble—in order for that first opportunity to labor with God in the
business of the assembly to be able to be successfully produced.

- Therefore by the last 12 words of Romans 12:3, (and especially by
the final 4 words of those 12 words—{[according as God hath dealt
to every man the measure of faith] — godly love (or what your
Father values and what your Father esteems) gets produced in your
inner man — and more than that, the nature of that godly love, or the
feature of the godly love that gets produced in you—is one of selfless
thinking—of not thinking more highly of yourself than you ought to
think, but thinking of other saints in this very local assembly as
having an equal responsibility to labor in the business of the local
assembly with a particular measure of faith just as you have been
given or dealt — each one of us has been entrusted with the
responsibility to labor with our Father, and He is going to educate
you to be able to do that labor—but you’re not the only son He’s
educating—but He’s educating every one in the assembly with you
to be able to do that exact same thing (i.e., to labor with Him in what
He’s doing).

- And since you’re not the only son—but since every other son is
being given that same opportunity—and since every other son has
that as part of his sonship life—and every other son’s life is aimed
at fulfilling that laboring aspect with their Father—then when it
comes to the first aspect of the renewing of the mind that has to take
place (because the wisdom of this world and sin in our members
would have us thinking otherwise)—we need to renew our minds
with the reality of this—and by the renewing of our minds, displace
the tendency to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to—we
now replace that with this sober thinking!

- And once that’s replaced, it will provide for the consistent godly
behavior of (:4-5) - and once that’s in existence it will provide for the
godly labor of (:6-8).

- And now the issue is for you to respond positively & properly to it
and for that to produce a sober mind that can recognize when you’re
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thinking more highly of ourselves that we ought to—and which can
deny those thoughts when they present themselves—and to make it,
therefore, so we can begin to think consistently with what Paul will
say later on, with lowliness of mind (Eph. 4:2) rather than high
mindedness.

- And lowliness of mind is exactly what this is designed to
produce! (Not all of it yet, but its basics & fundamentals).

- And all this takes effort on your part—it takes work—and it takes
that positive and proper response on your part.

- Because this isn’t just a matter of—ok, I understand that, so
that’s all done—we’ll just put that on the shelf (like a trophy;
like a doctrinal trophy to just collect dust) - no—but rather
it’s now in place in your thinking to be constantly in use; to
be ever working in you moment by moment from this point
on!

- And there’s gong to be a natural struggle—because there
will be those times when you’re going to muff up and the
tendency will be to go back to your old way of thinking—but
when those times come up, you know how to deal with it and
how to consign that ungodly thinking to functional death and
not let it get the upper hand in your mind. (Rom.6:1-8:13)

- So now the question is—Has godly selfless love been brought into existence
in your heart (in your inner man); in your thinking?—and has the words of
Romans 12:3 effectually worked in your inner man so that ONLY those words
have produced godly selfless love in your mind?

- If so—then we’re ready to move on to the next aspect of the godly
edification of vss.3-8: (:4 & :5) we move from the godly thinking to
the godly living (conduct and behavior).

- Now what’s going on here in the first Component of our receiving the
instruction of wisdom—(which is all of :3-:8)—is that you have to keep in
mind that at the heart of it all is the issue of godly edification.

- And that means that we do go from a portion of information designed to
produce godly thinking—and then transition that godly thinking into a portion
of information that focuses upon godly conduct and behavior (or godly living)
- and then with those 2 things, transition one more time into the godly labor.
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- And though I know you know that—what I’m after here is that the
way in which that gets done is by LINKING everything together.

- And once the godly thinking has been produced—(and that being
the first “link” or first step)— then the next ‘link” comes along and
begins the process of the transition from the thinking to the living.

- And I want you recognize and appreciate each “link” or
each step in the process—because you have to be able to
identify those ‘links’ in order to understand & appreciate the
sense and sequence of each ‘link’ as the next, natural and
necessary thing that it is.

- In other words you’ve got to be able to have an appreciation
for WHY what is said in (:4) is the next, natural thing that
has to be said—(as the next “link™ so to speak).

- And that’s important/critical because every ‘link’ is
designed by your Father with a certain goal or aim or
objective that has to be accomplished before going on to the
next ‘link.’

- And every ‘link’ has a natural, progressive order

to it that, when all the links are linked together ends
up producing the overall aim or goal of the particular
Component you’re dealing with.

- Which in this case is to produce godly selfless
love as the 1st Component of our receiving the

instruction of wisdom—and being able to make
wise sonship decisions in view of that.

- And the first link in the chain that has been forged is (:3) —

and that produces the fundamental godly thinking that needs to be in
effect so that the things that now come up—come up as the natural
products of this fundamental godly thinking.

- And the next link in the chain that begins in (:4) - is designed to take
the now-existing godly thinking and move it into the area of our
conduct and our behavior.

- And since this is the first Component (not only to our instruction of
wisdom), but to our entire sonship education—when it comes to us as
members of the new creature of the church the body of Christ, this is
the most fundamental “living” feature of all for a “son!”
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- And this is another aspect of our Father’s genius in going about
giving us the instruction of wisdom the way He does—because it
allows Him to immediately confront us with the fundamental issue
of who we are (collectively) “in Christ” - of what our business with
Him will all surround—of what our Father’s ultimate plan & purpose
with us is about—and the fundamental issue upon which every thing
else in our sonship life will be built upon!

- (And I’m not even scratching the surface here!)

- And even though the word body has been used a number of times
already in the book of Romans—this is the FIRST time it has ever
been used this way!

- And therefore this is our introduction to the terminology and
the doctrinal issue of each one of us as individual saints and
individual sons of God—viewing ourselves as members of
one body in Christ, and every one members one of another!

- And here again—because we have heard this before; and
talked about it at great length; and because we do have some
understanding & appreciation for us being members of the
church, the body of Christ—you’re going to have to pretend
for a moment as if you’ve never had that thought run through
your mind—and try to put yourself in that state where, for the
first time, this enormous, grand, magnificent thought ‘clicks’
in your thinking—and begin to perceive how that is going to
make an impact upon your conduct and behavior!

- Because the truth of the matter is—even though you may
have a proper Biblical understanding of some things
concerning “the body of Christ” — (like so many doctrinal
issues), [ doubt very seriously if that understanding you have
(good as it is; proper as it is; and maybe even advanced as it
is) - I doubt that it began right here and that the aims, goals,
and objectives that these 33 words of (:4-5) have, makes up
(or established) your fundamental understanding and
appreciation for being a member of the church, the body of
Christ!

- And if you don’t have these fundamental issues

down pat (so to speak) - you’re in danger of making

the same mistakes the Corinthians made!
- (In other words, you’ve probably MISSED some things!)
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- (You should know by now that many folks often
use ‘advanced terminology’ without first of all
getting the proper fundamental instruction that allows
for them to think about it the way God thinks about
it!) [and this is one of those issues!!!]

- Now here in (:4 &5) - we have a kind of transition taking place that
goes from the strict godly thinking that (:3) has effectually produced,
to the first consistent manifestation of godly conduct & behavior that
would come out of that, with us as “sons” (and with the purpose our
Father has for us as sons in His business). [being the NC,CBOC]

- Now when you look at (:4-5) you should easily see that it is neatly
divided into 2 Parts —

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every
one members one of another.

- You have one complete sentence—but it’s divided into 2
Parts or 2 clauses (by the colon) —

Part 1
4 For as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office:

Part 2
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another.

- And not only does the English punctuation mark (the colon)
indicate that—but the KJ Translators divided the sentence
into 2 verses in your Bible.

- And as you end (:3) - it’s one of those fascinating ways our English
language can say something in the form of a sentence—but as it ends,
(especially as you read it to yourself), it almost makes you verbally
ask, Why? ....

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man

that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than

he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God

hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. Why? (:4) For ...
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- And (:4) is going to present some information to you that will take
the now-existing godly selfless love—and by what it confronts you
with, it will make the way to transition that godly selfless love out of
your mind and into your soul (so to speak) - or into your conduct and
your behavior—(but for some very specific reasons!)

- And once that transition has been made—into what the first part of
(:5) does with it—it’s really the last part of (:5) that comes along and
provides for that godly selfless love to manifest itself in the
fundamental, foundational conduct & behavior that is consistent for
us being the members of the body of Christ that we are.

- And one of the things that (:3) gets generated in our thinking—(which is a
critical and essential and vital thing that it is) — is that by God having dealt to
every man the measure of faith—(in fact the entire verse) — in essence is
generating in your thinking that each one of us (or every one of us,
individually) are now in a particular (even peculiar) relationship, one with
another!

- And that issue begs to be further described and further amplified
upon—and some critical and essential things about that relationship
to be brought to bear upon how we conduct ourselves and behave
ourselves accordingly!

- And that needs to ‘sink in’ (so to speak) - and that needs to
get some roots laid down in our hearts because we not only
need to operate upon that, but that’s going to be the
fundamental foundation for what we’re going to be (purpose-
wise and plan-wise) in our Father’s business.

- And that is, that we’re going to operate in our
Father’s business in a “body” situation!

- And all of (:4) and the first part of (:5) is taking that selfless thinking
now, and putting it in that framework.

- And I say that because as the transition is made—you’re still kind of
dealing with godly thinking in (:4) and in the first part of (:5) - but

the difference is that the godly thinking is being transitioned into the
SPECIFIC selfless godly thinking that members of a body (that we
are) need to possess — and to think of it in that context.

- And then that provides for it to immediately begin to manifest itself
in conduct & behavior, which by those simple 7 words that end (:5),
provides for, for it to immediately begin to function in a conduct &
behavior lifestyle manner that is consistent & true with who we are as
members of the church, the body of Christ that we are.
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- And so when it comes to the conduct & behavior—it’s that last part
of (:5) that’s speaking about the proper conduct & behavior—and
therefore it’s that last part of (:5) that is the most critical of all—and
that you need to think carefully about and think with some real
perception—and perceive some things that are so critical as to how

you conduct yourself as one who, being many, are one body in
Christ.

- And when you do—you’ll realize that, as simple as those last 7
words sound—they’re actually saying a whole lot about the initial,
foundational conduct & behavior that that selfless godly thinking is
able to produce.

- And that—whatever this initial, foundational conduct &
behavior is—it provides for the more detailed aspects of it
that come out in (:10); that come out in (:11); and that come
out in the remaining Components to our initial instruction of
wisdom as members of the church, the body of Christ.

- Now when it comes to (:4) - (and even the first part of :5) - it’s obvious that
God has the apostle Paul set forth the information there in the form of an
analogy. (the word as in :4 & So in :5 tells you that)

- analogy = a comparison based on similarity,; a likeness of relations;
something similar to or resembling something else; something
similar to something else in relations or attributes; parallel issues

4 For as we have many members in one body,—(in other
words, as we have many body parts in our one body) —
and all members (or body parts) have not the same office:

- And really, every word of (:4) should be easily understood.
- And the analogy should be easily understood.

- And here is where you’re to appreciate this next ‘link” of
information—this ‘transition-link’ (so to speak) - which is designed
to take the first link (of :3 = the now-existing godly selfless love),
and move that godly thinking into your soul and therefore into the
godly /iving aspect of your sonship conduct and behavior.

- And when I say that by this analogy Paul uses, you should be able
to appreciate the way the transition is made from the thinking to the
living—what I mean by that is, that you appreciate the naturalness
for why the analogy would have to be about your BODY!
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- That is—Why, when it comes to making an analogy that will
provide for you to begin to think in a particular way about the
godly selfless love that has now been produced in your inner
man—Why is the most natural way to get you to perceive
how that godly thinking can transition into godly conduct &
behavior is to bring up the issue of your own physical body?

- (And there is a 2-fold genius behind doing it this way!)

- First of all—the naturalness of the way the transition is made is that,
when it comes to what you value and what you esteem—what is the
closest, common thing (nearest to you) that you value & esteem?

Answer: Your own body and it’s members (or body parts).

- And there are far more reasons than this (or than
just 2) — but for now 2 will do.

- And the second major reason for why the analogy dealing with your
physical body comes up is to introduce you to the nature of the
LIVING UNION you are now in as a son with all the other sons in
your local assembly (to begin with) - and then with all other sons in
the world in general.

- And though I’'m getting a little ahead of myself—it’s this
living union type of relationship that I have already referred
to as this particular (or even peculiar) relationship every one
of us is now in—one of another!

- In other words—just as the members of the remnant of
Israel had (and will have) a living union relationship one with
another—which is the issue of them being a “nation” of
God’s own creation—(not to mention the fact that they’re in a
living union relationship with God Himself) — well, we too
are in a living union relationship with one another—and just
as Israel’s living union relationship with one another had to
do with how God would utilize them in His plan & purpose to
repossess the earth from the Adversary and his cohorts—and
God’s plan & purpose calls for them to be a great nation with
a great name and to be a blessing for the whole world ——
we have a living union relationship with one another and a
living union relationship with God/Christ in which God’s
plan & purpose calls for us to be a BODY.
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- And that's consistent with what God’s plan & purpose for
us calls for—because it calls for us to deliver the creature
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of
the children of God — and the creature is designed to be a
body or an embodiment for the earth in God’s creation!

- And to get back to the issue at hand in Rom. 12:4 and the first part
of :5 — even though you could say that the majority of (:4&5) is
still dealing with how you think—it’s not the same thing as (:3) was
doing (which was to get godly thinking brought into existence in
your mind) — but rather here, the issue is to transition that godly
thinking into godly living—and to do that you have to begin thinking
in a specific and particular way about that godly selfless love—and
that specific way of thinking has to do with carefully thinking about
and carefully perceiving some very basic and fundamental things
(first-things-first) about how your own body lives in union with
itself.
- Because there are some very elementary but PROFOUND
issues that come from a body-type analogy that will set and
fix your thinking on the proper road (so to speak) - or fix
your compass on your way—that will serve you from now
and throughout your sonship life!

- And this is the kind of thing I’'m after when I’m talking
about perceiving the naturalness for why this body-analogy
is brought up as the means to transition the godly thinking
of godly selfless love into the godly conduct & behavior.

- Now let’s look again at (:4) — (and :4 is the FIRST HALF of the analogy).
4 For as we have many members in one body,
- “For as” begins the analogy.
- “we have many members” - in other words, when we think about
our own physical body—we have many parts to it—many limbs to

it— many organs to it.

- “in one body” - but all those many parts or many members make up
just one physical body (our physical body)—they exist in one body.

- And the idea is—our Father says, Look at your own physical body
and begin thinking critically and with some real perception about it.
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- You value and esteem it don’t you? (of course you do) - so think
about it and about the fact that even though it’s one body, it’s made
up of many members or many parts—right?

- Ok—start thinking about how those many members exist in a living-
union type way in your one body—because the basic and fundamental
characteristics that make up the way your many members of your
physical body exist in living-union with your one body—those will

be the fundamental, yet profound characteristics that will define and
distinguish (and even identify) you as a son in your conduct and your
behavior in the area of how you live in connection with your reception
of your Father’s wisdom—and how you make wise decisions as a

son, accordingly.

- But that’s not all of the first part of the analogy—the rest of
(:4) finishes off the first part of the analogy.

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members
have not the same office:

- And again—as I said earlier, nothing in (:4) is hard to grasp or hard
to understand at all—except for one word.

- and all members (that is, all the different body parts/limbs/
organs of your physical body)

- have not the same office: (do not have the same office)

- And that last word of (:4) - the word office—is where we might have
some fuzziness or might be puzzled over why God chose to use that
word instead of one that we would more naturally use—such as the
word ‘function.’

- And here is another great example in your KJ Bible of what
is called VOCABULARY CONTROL!

- office = Tpd&Lc = a mode of acting; a doing of a thing—used 6x;
deed 4; work 1; office 1

- And indeed, almost every other modern English translation
of the Bible changes the word office to the word ‘function’ -
but there are multiple shades of meaning (in fact the word
office is pregnant with meaning) that the word ‘function’
simply does not have! (‘function’ is one of the worst trns.!)
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- And while we can look at some of those shades of meaning here—it
will actually be when we’re at the end of the analogy in (:5) that we
will be able to ‘put it all together’ (so to speak) and step back and

see the depth of why this term is used here. (But let’s look at some of
those shades of meaning because it is the word at hand).

- And office is most often thought of as a particular position
or seat of government or administration—a place from which
a duty is performed—an office is usually held, and entrusted
or dealt to a person.

- Therefore, by using the word office rather than ‘function,’
the word office imposes a responsibility!

- It is bestowed upon a man from his qualification!

- An office is a place of trust!

- An office imposes a task of some performance!

- An office implies that we always have something to do!
- An office is always assigned by another—(I Cor. 12:18)

- An office is always performed by one with the intelligence
to do so—who acts according to instruction!

- George Crabb— “The word office is sometimes employed
in the same application by the personification of nature,
which assigns an office to the ear, to the tongue, to the eye,
and the like.”

- In all these ways we can perceive some real insight into the way
this analogy is utilized by our Father to indicate some of the very
characteristics of not only the living-union relationship we have as
members of one body in Christ—but also at the exact same time to
perceive how we are being entrusted to function in our sonship
vocation that we will occupy in our Father’s business out in the
creature!

- (We’ll come back to this & deal with it some more later on)

- Now once that first part of the analogy is properly in your thinking
and doing it’s job—you’re ready to move on to the 2nd part—(:5).
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- And so once you’ve paused at the colon at the end of (:4) and that
has effectually worked within your inner man—(:5) goes on to say...

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, (and that’s the end of
the analogy—and what follows are the 7 simple words that focus
upon the godly living or the conduct and behavior) and every one
members on of another.

- So (just as the first part of the analogy set forth concerning our
physical bodies having many members, but not all members having
the same office—in that same exact way) we (each one of us as sons)

- are one body in Christ—and while the concept of being “in Christ”
isn’t anything new—the issue of us being one body in Christ 1S
something we are confronted with here for the very first time!

- And the idea is that we are to take the critical and perceptive
thinking of the first part of the analogy and bring it to bear
upon this final part of the analogy—that is, to make the
connection (so to speak) between some fundamental and
basic characteristics about how our many members exist in

a living-union relationship with our one physical body all the
while those many members having not the same office—and
how those characteristics are the very characteristics that will
mark our conduct and our behavior with us being many
members in a living-union relationship as one body in Christ!

- So every ‘link’ in the chain—of how you are to transition from the
godly thinking to the godly living can now be recognized and can
therefore be dealt with properly.

- And therefore the only thing left to deal with is the application or

the final ‘link’ that takes the now-existing godly thinking of the

godly selfless love—and by the transition of the analogy, bring all that
perceptive thinking to bear on the last 7 words of (:5) ...

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members
have not the same office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.

- And there is an awful lot packed in to those last 7 words!
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- And the issue of us being members one of another has resident
within that simple reality, the ability to understand some fundamental
matters of conduct and behavior that would be naturally true for
members one of another—that would not necessarily be as defined
or as detailed as what comes up later on—but still needs to be
recognized as fundamental matters of conduct & behavior
nonetheless.

- And the way in which that’s appreciated—and the way in which
that’s discerned—(the way in which you perceive what those
fundamental characteristics are) - is by the analogy that (:4 & :5)
says exists.

- You’re supposed to look at the way in which the members of your
own physical body are members one of another—and by that,
perceive how they operate on their most fundamental, foundational
conduct and behavior towards one another.

- AND THAT’S THE SAME KIND OF FUNDAMENTAL
CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOR THAT IS TO EXIST
AMONG US AS MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER—AND
THAT IS CAPABLE OF EXISTING ON THE BASIS OF
THE BASIC GODLY THINKING OF VALUING AND
ESTEEMING ONE ANOTHER EQUAL TO OURSELVES
and thinking of one another, not only as ones to whom the
measure of faith has been equally dealt—but ones who are in
a body relationship, one to another—and because of that, our
conduct and behavior (one towards another) ought to have
some fundamental body-member characteristics to it.

- And since this is the very first time we are told about and confronted
with the issue of the truth that we are one body in Christ—it’s very
important for you to understand and appreciate—(and to dislodge the
way you’ve already come to know about this issue) - that when you
are informed about this issue of being one body in Christ—that this
doesn’t happen in a context dealing with ‘rightly dividing the word
of truth” — and what I mean by that is that most folks (grace folks
included) only see this phrase/title as Paul’s way of distinguishing
between us and Israel!

- Well it is that—but it’s not just that—and more than that,
that’s not the way you are to think about it at first—nor is it
the primary reason for this kind of terminology!
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- And a great deal of damage has been done by sloppy Bible
handling—and by more often than not, getting the ‘cart before
the horse” — and here is one of those instances.

- Because the primary reason for us being one body in Christ
isn’t to distinguish us as different from Israel—but to bring
into existence the fundamental characteristics that we have to
have in order to live and labor with our Father as His sons in
all of His business!

- And a lot of folks can talk a lot about being members of the
church, the body of Christ (Ephesians terminology) - but if
you were to press them for the kind of characteristics that
terminology is designed to produce—and the fundamental
reasons for why we are called that (from God’s perspective),
they're at a loss to answer that question!

- But that title “the body of Christ” - or us being one body in Christ—
is a title that describes the actual, living-union relationship that we
have, one with another, that is equal with the kind of living-union
relationship that the individual members of our own physical bodies
possess.

- It is therefore that type—it is therefore that interconnected—it is
therefore that interdependent—it is therefore that mutually existent—
and so forth —

- And because of that, there are fundamental things going on in the
members of our own physical body—that are going on even when the
members of our own body are not visibly doing anything!

- Like when you are sound asleep!

- And even when you are asleep—the members of your physical
body are still doing some things—there’s still a fundamental conduct
and behavior that is going on with every one of those members to our
body.

- And if those things didn’t go on on a constant basis—then when the
alarm clock rings at 6:00am, you couldn’t get up and do any of the
other things you’d want to do!

- And it’s that kind of perception you have to get at in order for this
powerful analogy to do its effectual job in your inner man!
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- And in a hody—there are some fundamental actions of conduct and
behavior—of interrelationship between the members of a body that
just go on as a natural part of its existence.

- And if they didn’t go on—none of the more detailed work
and ‘fineries’ of work—and more elaborate work related
things that are the visible outworking of those unseen things
— those kinds of things would never take place.

- And in a body there are a whole bunch of “autonomic” type things
taking place—even when you’re sound asleep—(the lungs; the heart;
the digestive system; etc.) — that occur automatically.

- And to use that illustration— verses 4 & 5 is providing for those
‘autonomic’ things to come into existence in the body of a local
assembly.

- And especially that last part of (:5) — and every one members
one of another is providing for that fundamental, foundational,
‘autonomic’ conduct & behavior based upon the fundamental godly
thinking of valuing and esteeming one another equal to yourself—to
come into existence in the local assembly.

- And then once that’s done—and once the fundamental
conduct & behavior is put into practice in the laboring aspect
that (:6-8) has it to do—once all of (:3-8) is done— then the
foundational operation of a body in a locale is established.

- And only then can it increase and grow—(which is what
:9-16 provides for through the remaining 5 Components to
our initial instruction of wisdom).

- And I’'m saying all this stuff—so that you deal with the last 7 words
of (:5) in the fullness that God has designed for them to be deal with!

- And to do that—God has designed it so that you have to
carefully think about how God has designed your own
physical body—and perceive what the kind of ‘living union’
type relationship exists between your physical members of
your physical body.

- How different this is from simply thinking that the
phrase “body of Christ” has to do with dispensational
differences!
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- And if you haven’t thought about it yet—if this ‘living
union’ type relationship has to exist in order for the local
assembly to function as a body—then that means that the
members of the local assembly are going to have to
communicate with one another quite well—and on a far
deeper level than has existed thus far!

- In other words—it takes the ‘interactive learning’
& makes you realize there’s more involved in that
than you may have previously thought!

- Now—I’m deliberately going slow here for a reason—and that is
because just as (:4-5) sets forth some information—but then because it
doesn’t come along and ‘spell every last detail out’ for you—your
Father expects you to take what’s said here and do some homework
on your own—and to figure out on your own what these fundamental
‘living union’ type characteristics are that constitute the foundational
conduct & behavior of a body.

- That’s your sonship responsibility.

- And by the effectual working of (:4-5) - you should be able to come
up with at least 4 major characteristics that make up the ‘living union’
type (or autonomic type) relationship that exists in your physical
body —and therefore has to exist in the body of the local assembly.

- And so important are these 4—that they become the basis upon
which all the other, more particular and more eventful and more
specific matters of body type conduct & behavior will develop.

- It’s kind of like these initial 4 features are the ‘life-blood’ to
the whole ‘living-union’ relationship that we have, one with
another.

- And by the way—you don’t have to go forward to
I Corinthians 12 to get them!

- You can get them by the effectual working—and by
the homework you do right here—but if you get in a
snag, you can go to I Corinthians 12 and get them.

- And what you’re doing here is ‘exercising your senses’ just
like the remnant sons will have to do in Hebrews 5:14!
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- And this should be a thrill for you—to do this kind of
homework (or exercise)—and this should be done with real
ambition and enthusiasm—because this is what sonship is all
about!

- And this is exactly what you’ve been told about
how you can’t just expect the living words of the
living God to live in you by just coming to class!

- And now your ‘work-load’ is increasing for the first time!

- So at this point—you’ve been given enough time—and by what I’ve said
over that past several Bible classes—to carefully giving some thought to the
analogy that the apostle Paul sets before you in (:4 and most of :5) - therefore,
what have you come up with that could be considered matters of conduct &
behavior that would at the same exact time be considered characteristics of (or
features of) a body? (don’t answer right now)

- Because that’s what the analogy is after—it’s ultimately after
taking the already-existing godly thinking of godly selfless love, and
transferring it into godly /iving (godly conduct & behavior).

Analogy: 4 For as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office:
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, ...

- And then those final 7 words of (:5) - and every one (every other
‘son’ who sits in that local assembly with you) members one of
another (that is, every other son in the assembly with you are to have
the exact same features or characteristics that are shared between the
various members of your own physical body—and now those exact
same features and characteristics are supposed to come into existence
and be the shared features and characteristics that now exist and will
forever exist between you and every other son in the local assembly
in which you sit.)

- Now before answering—and before getting down to ‘brass tacks’

so to speak—Ilet’s again remind ourselves that what we’re dealing
with here is the fundamental thinking regarding the relationship that
we have one with another that’s going to allow that selfless love that
(:3) has brought into existence, to begin to naturally find an outlet in
our conduct & behavior, one with another—and that’s consistent with
who we truly are in this dispensation of grace—and that is that we’re
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... not in a ‘nation’ relationship like the remnant of Israel was/will be
in—but we’re in a body relationship.

- And the way we appreciate that is with the physical body.

- But what we’re after here isn’t some kind of individual acts that are
done—or individual deeds that are done—or individual achievements
or accomplishments.

- But all we’re after is what you think about goes on in your physical
body that are just going on all the time—whether the physical body
is awake or asleep or actually doing anything at all.

- And these are things that are always taking place and continually
taking place between the members of a body—or to put it another
way—they are attributes of conduct.

- And that’s a better expression than the ‘autonomic’
functions that I talked about before.

- Because an attribute is something that is always in
existence—like God’s attributes (He doesn’t flip them ‘on’
and ‘off” like a switch—but they’re just always there).

- And for us as sons in the local assembly—these body
attributes are supposed to be ‘always there’ too!

- So really, this is a more fitting description—because with something
that is ‘autonomic’, there’s really no consciousness behind that—but
when you’re talking about an attribute, there is consciousness behind
an attribute—and the consciousness here in this case is the selfless
love—and the selfless love is behind every one of the ‘body
attributes’ that we’re after.

- So let’s use that expression (body attribute) as a more
fitting description of what we’re after here.

- Because these attributes are to become a part of your ever-
present personality or make-up. (They are to become the
hallmarks of a son’s conduct and behavior)!

- So now—given the amount of time you’ve had to put in some
exercise or work on them—what body attributes of conduct &
behavior have you come up with?
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- My understanding is that there are 4 general body attributes of conduct and
behavior.

- Let’s take advantage of those ‘answers in the back of the book’ type
thing that I talked about—and let’s make sure that we verify these 4
body attributes by checking them against what the apostle Paul did
when he had to confront the Corinthians with the kind of problems
they were encountering because of their failure to have these body
attributes effectually working in their inner man and therefore in
their local assembly.

- I Corinthians 12:12-27 (read)

- Now there’s much more going on here—and much more detail
here—than just these 4 general body attributes of conduct and
behavior—but all that we’re going to focus upon are the 4 general
body attributes.

- What we’re after here isn’t any deep detail—rather the most general
and basic way that the information describes the analogy that exists
between a physical body and what ought to be going on thinking-wise
and conduct-wise between us as members of the body of Christ.

- And so we’re not so much looking for a word in the text to tells us
what the 4 are—but we’re looking for a general and basic matter that
lies behind the kind of detail that’s given in the passage.

- And those 4 basic body attributes actually govern all of the
more detailed type of matters of conduct and behavior that
the apostle Paul talks about here.

- (It’s like—if there were 20 detailed matters of conduct
listed in :14-27 — then those 20 could be grouped together
in 4 groups of 5.)

- And what’s behind the 4 groups of 5 are these 4
fundamental body-type attributes.

- And the genius of what God does through Paul in this passage is
that—as he teaches it and develops the thinking—and has us think
about our physical body, and make the parallel to the body of
Christ—in the way in which he sets the information forth, and makes
us think about it—he sets forth an attribute first; and then some
conduct; another attribute; and then some conduct; another attribute;
and then some conduct; a final attribute; and then some conduct.



Romans 12 Page 211

- And that means that this passage can serve a duel purpose
for us— 1) to confirm these 4 body attributes—and 2) when
we do deal with more detailed conduct and behavior that is
to go one in the local assembly as members one of another
who are one body in Christ—we can come back to this
passage once again, and deal with the more particular things
that are more of the detailed conduct and behavior.

- Well, (:12-13) are more introductory—so beginning at (:14) you go
down through the information—and by looking at your ‘words of
logic’ you can see where a particular issue has been sufficiently dealt
with and where a ‘shift’ takes place to addressing the next issue.

- And my understanding of the general sense & sequence breakdown
to the passage is:

1) (:14-20)
2) (:21-22)
3) (:23-25)
4) (:26-27)

- So what we need to do now—is to put an identifying concept to
each of the 4 components (not paying attention to any of the details
for now) - and we want to just think about (for instance) in that first
component of (:14-20) where you have parts of the body ‘talking’ -
and think: what would the member who is ‘talking’ express about
itself when it comes to this attribute that it has to have when it
comes to being able to function as a body?

- And what we’re after here (and what Paul is after) is: What would
the member that’s talking THINK about the other members in the
body in connection to what they do.

- And it’s the way members think about themselves in
relationship to their other members—that are these 4
common, fundamental attributes of conduct—that members
have to have if they’re going to function as a body!

- And the foundation for them all is: SELFLESS THINKING!
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- If the selfless thinking is genuinely there—then as they
recognize that they’re members of a body—the selfless
thinking will generate these 4 attributes of common,
fundamental conduct that the members will have with each
other so that all the more detailed matters of individual deeds
and works and matters of event-occurrence type behavior will
be able to exist as well (later on).

(#1) - (:14-20) — There’s a fundamental underlying concept in all

that Paul is saying about these members ‘talking’ to and
about the other members.

- And because this is first—it’s the most critical, yet most
basic body attribute of them all.

- In fact—every time you ever think about or talk about being
‘members of the body of Christ’ — this attribute should
always be in the background of your thinking—(and yet, |
doubt it ever has been—and I doubt that it is in the thinking
of the majority of folks who talk about “the body of Christ”).

- Which tells you that they haven’t been taught about
the body of Christ by their Father—but by men
(or instructors in Christ).

- So when you think about the foot remarks about the hand,
and the ear remarks about the eye—what is the underlying
concept or attribute that they would think about one another
as members of the same body?

- Notice that there’s no ‘wishing’ that one is the other—it’s
simply a member looking at itself and then making a faulty
conclusion—in other words the foot says, “I'm a foot, 'm
not a fand, therefore I'm not a body part!’” WRONG!

You are a part of the body!

- And to get the underlying attribute we’re after—you have
to be able to answer the question: What made the foof draw
the erroneous conclusion? — What’s the fundamental thing
it’s thinking when it compares itself to the hand and says,
“Because I'm not of the Aand I'm not of the body” ??

- This is something that a member of a body would never say!




Romans 12

Page 213

- Truth is—a member of the body recognizes that it IS of the
body.

- And the reason why you would never hear a member of the
body say something like that—is because the member of the
body doesn’t look at itself (and look at another member of the
body) - and think that there’s something wrong with there
being a difference between the two of them!

- Members of a body recognize that differences in members

is expected—is natural—in fact, you can’t have a body if the
members all look alike and if all the members do the same
thing!

- And as simple as that sound—that begins generating in our
thinking this first general matter of body attributes of conduct
& behavior that selfless thinking generates in a body.

- The members of the body, based upon selfless thinking,
looks at itself — and looks at the other members of the body;
— honestly recognizes a difference between themselves—
recognizes that they don’t have the exact same office—and
doesn’t think there’s anything wrong with that!

... and doesn’t dislike that—Dbut rather sees that there
is something incredibly RIGHT about that!

- And it actually likes it that way!
- And (:16) comes along and emphasizes it again. (read)
- And (:17) drives the whole issue ‘home.’ (read)

- And (:18) says, But now hath God set the members every
one of them in the body, (and here’s the ‘kicker’) as it hath
pleased him.

- So what does that mean for every one of us as members of
the body of Christ when it comes to our assessment of being
members one of another? — If it pleased the One who created
it, then it should please us—we should be happy with that—
all the members of our physical body are thrilled with that
situation!
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- In other words—you never find where any member (or part)
of your body comes along and ever gets the idea that for
some reason—it no longer wants or needs to be part of the
body—and therefore seeks to detach itself from the body and
go off and ‘do it’s own thing’ (so to speak)!

- And while you may not have all your body parts—it’s not
because one body part took it upon itself to remove itself
from your body—no—a doctor did that (or a surgeon did
that)!

- And the truth is—your arm (for instance) has no conflict
whatsoever with your leg—and it’s perfectly happy to be the
arm—and perfectly happy with the leg being the leg—and
both being of the same body!

- Now if you were to describe what that attribute is that has the
members of your body viewing or thinking about all the other
members of your body (different as they are; and with different
offices that they have) - what is the most general thing each member
thinks as it view every other member?

- What is it that the member sees about the other member
that kind of acts as a bridge between the selfless thinking
and the way in which they’re going to function?

- (the lowest common denominator)

- Answer: The member (or body part) sees the USE of every

other body part!

- The fact that every other member has usefulness to the
body!

- And since every member has usefulness—you can’t come
along and ever think that another member is NOT useful—or
that it has NO value—or NO worth.

- In other words—you can’t start thinking selfishly—or
anything else but selfless in connection with something else
that has USE to you — not if a body is going to function

properly!
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- So this 1st body attribute of conduct and behavior is that—selfless
thinking members of a body purposely acknowledge one another’s
equal usefulness!

- And you are to ‘purposely’ acknowledge that every other
member in the assembly not only has use—but there was
One who designed it with purpose—and that was God
Himself!

- So the members purposely acknowledge one another’s
office or usefulness.

- Because an office is occupied by someone who is supposed
to be useful.

- And if you think about it—isn’t that what (:14-20) are dealing with?

- It’s coming along and saying—Ilook, the hand has got its
usefulness, and I (the foof) have got my usefulness — and
the eye has got its usefulness, and I (the ear) have got my
usefulness.

- And (:17) says, Look, if the whole body has got only one
member (like the eye), then where were the hearing—hearing
is a useful thing for a body—and if the whole thing is an eye,
then you can’t talk about it being a body—because the eye

is just a member that is isolated off by itself!

- And then (:18) says But now hath God set the members
every one of them in the body—and when you set something
in a ‘collective’- when you set it, you don’t do it randomly
and haphazardly—no—you did it with forethought and with
design.

- And therefore every member’s usefulness was well thought
out—every member’s office understands and appreciates
that—and based upon their selfless thinking, they each
acknowledge their individual usefulness without envy;
without strife; without quibbling; without jealousy; - without
any of those things going on between themselves—they’re
perfectly content with their individual offices within the body
—and they’re pleased with the arrangement just as the
Designer Himself is pleased with it.
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- And (:19-20) is just like—Let’s make sure this is fully
understood and fully acknowledged—because the
remaining 3 body attributes of conduct depend upon this
one—and so Paul says, And if they were all one member,
where were the body? (You can’t have a body with only one
member!) - But now are they many members, yet but one
body.

- And therefore their function as a body is going to be
dependent upon this first attribute of conduct.

- And it’s going to have 3 others that are attached to it—and
they’ll provide for the ability of the body (and the members
within it) to produce all of the other natural event-oriented,
time-oriented, situational/circumstance-oriented matters of
conduct & behavior that allow the body to complete all the
operations (and participate in all the operations) God
designed for it to complete & participate in.

- Any questions?
- Let’s look at the 2nd Fundamental Body Attribute of Conduct & Behavior:

(#2) -1 Cor. 12:21-22 — 21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand,
1 have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have
no need of you.
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem
to be more feeble, are necessary:

- I see here a break between the colon at the end of (:22) and
the And of (:23) - where in (:23) I see a ‘shift’ take place
where Paul shifts to the issue of members of the body, which
we think to be less honorable—which 1 see as a further issue
than what’s being dealt with in (:21-22).

- And once again—just like we did with (:14-20) - we’re looking for
the body attribute or fundamental concept that ‘stands behind’ all of
the terminology Paul uses here—and that describes for the
Corinthians the kind of body-type attributes they should have gotten
and should be operating upon right now, but because they didn’t get
it when they should have—it’s causing them tremendous problems
in their local assembly.
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- So what do you see as this ‘behind the scenes’ body attribute of how
your physical body would conduct itself and behave itself in view of
what Paul sets forth in (:21-22)?

- It’s obvious that, by the terminology Paul uses—you have this issue
of need of one member for another—as well as the issue of the more
feeble members of the body being much more necessary.

- And that’s all well and good.

- But what we’re after here is to pay close attention to what the
members of the body SAY to one another—and by what they say,
they say some things that are expressive of a more fundamental body
attribute.

- And the need concept of (:21) - and the necessary concept of (:22)
now takes things beyond the issue of the usefulness concept—but
now, we have to take the usefulness concept (and not drop it away
from our thinking—but rather take the usefulness concept and with
that all in mind) — now we look at the parts of our body (our
members), and view their ‘necessary-ness’ — but in viewing that,
perceive the body-type attribute that has your eye saying to your hand,
1 can’t say that I have no need of you—and have your head say to
your feet, I can’t say that I have no need of you, either!

- In other words—what is it that makes it so that the eye CANNOT
say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: — and what is it that makes
it so that the head CANNOT say to the feet, I have no need of you?

- Because there’s something that the selfless thinking that
acknowledges and ascribes usefulness to every member of the body
surrounding it, now perceives along with the usefulness as well.

- If there’s usefulness of all of the various members/parts of
the body—then each member has to also perceive something
else as well about all the other members that exist along with
it in the very same body.

- And all the other members of the body perceive this about all the
other members of the body—even if they’re feeble members of the
body — and the selfless thinking perceives that they’re first of all
useful to the body—and because they’re useful; and because I cannot
say that I have no need of them—therefore, we all have to exist (even
the feeble ones) in the same body—and therefore, this other, second
body-type attribute emerges—which is the issue of
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- And not only is it a body-type attribute—but it’s the thing
that [just by what Paul describes in (:21-22)], it’s the thing
that kind of regulates the conduct and behavior of the various
(even feeble) members/parts of your body as they exist
together in the one body.

- In other words—it’s the attribute that has to exist
in a body made up many parts/members—where, for
instance, the eye sees the hand and says, Hey, I need
you, so this ( ) is how I’m going to
conduct myself with the hand—or this is how I’'m
going to behave myself with the hand.

- And then the head says as much to the
feet — and much more to the feeble
members.

- In fact—Dbecause they are all various members of the body,
that fact alone DEMANDS this particular and specific
attribute of conduct and behavior out of them—otherwise, the
body simply could not function at all!

- And really—this body-attribute comes out from ‘behind
the scenes’ into the light (so to speak) most naturally by
means of the exact words and wording of (:21) — And the
eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor
again the head to the feet, I have no need of you —

- In other words—I CANNOT OPERATE ALONE,
(ALL BY MYSELF) - I have to exist in the very
same body along with all the other members—and
that fact, alone, demands that I behave a certain way
with all the other members of the body.

- And what is that behavior called?

Answer: Based upon selfless thinking—and based upon what has

just been dealt with in (:14-20) — the first thing the members
of the body do as they perceive one another is to
acknowledge each one’s differing offices and each one’s
usefulness to the body in that office-capacity—and then the
very next thing that a member of a body would naturally
acknowledge about every other member of the body — and
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by that acknowledgement, generate another body-attribute in
connection with what’s going to govern his conduct and his
relationship with these other members from now on — is that,
because they’re useful, he purposes to deliberately
COOPERATE with them!

- Which someone in the assembly said earlier—we
have to ‘work together’ with each other.

- And that’s the natural thing you do with something
that’s useful!

- Since you acknowledge a member’s use—it’s therefore got a
designed purpose for the benefit for the whole body—and therefore
the most logical thing you acknowledge next is that: I'M GOING TO
COOPERATE WITH IT! (I'm going to work with it).

- I’'m going to do what my office does that can help it out to do what
it’s office does.

- And that’s why you would come along and say, I can’t say
that I don’t have any need of it—because in order for YOU
to function properly, you HAVE to have that other member
there in the body doing it’s job right along with you doing
yours!

- It’s usefulness is interlinked with your usefulness!

- Therefore in order for you to function properly—YOU NEED IT’S
USEFULNESS—and you need to cooperate with it’s usefulness.

- You need it’s necessariness!

- And even if it’s feeble (compared to you) - it’s necessary-ness
outweighs its feebleness by comparison to you.

- And again—the bottom line is it’s usefulness—not if it has the exact
same office or job (as far as what it does) - but the issue is that it’s
useful to the body.

- And therefore in order for the body to function—and in order for
every member to be able to successfully do its job—that usefulness
not only needs to be acknowledged—but it needs to be cooperated
with!
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- And that’s the 2nd Attribute of conduct & behavior between
members of a body: cooperation!

- They purposefully acknowledge and deliberately determine to
cooperate and work with one another for the common good of
the body.

- (Determination to cooperate for the body’s sake!)

- And that’s consistent with selfless thinking.

- Any Questions?

- Moving on then to the 3rd Fundamental Body Attribute of Conduct &
Behavior:

(#3) -1 Cor. 12:23-24A

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be
less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant
honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant
comeliness.

24 For our comely parts have no need: ....

- Now just as we’ve done already (with the other 2 fundamental

body attributes of usefulness and cooperation) - in order to get
things going on the right foot (so to speak) - let’s focus upon just who
it is that’s ‘doing the talking’ - or in this case ‘doing the thinking’
and performing the action about/upon other members of the body.

- And what we’ve got here are the honourable members and the
comely members looking at the members of the body that are

less honourable and uncomely—and those honourable and comely
members of the body are thinking about those /ess honourable and
uncomely members of the body.

- And then those honourable and comely members of the
body are going to DO SOMETHING to those /ess
honourable and uncomely members of the body.

- So maybe right here we need to say something about those 2
expressions: honourable and comely—and I don’t think you need
any help with that word honourable—but perhaps comely needs some
clarifying.
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- honourable = esteemed, respected, holding a position of
honour, of distinguished rank, noble

- comely = something that is considered fair, beautiful,
pleasing, becoming, attractive

- So once again—it’s not that the less honourable and uncomely
members of the body are looking longingly at the honourable and
comely members of the body (and thinking about them in any certain
way) — but it’s the other way around—the honourable and comely
members of the body are looking to the less honourable and uncomely
members of the body (who are less honorable and uncomely by
comparison)—and they are thinking a particular way about them and
therefore are going to conduct and behave themselves in a particular
way towards those members that are less honourable and uncomely.

- Now if that’s clear—then you have to realize that what Paul’s after
here is—that there’s a kind of thinking that members of a body have
that, regardless of what position they’re in, and regardless of the
‘attractiveness’ of that position—that because of their selfless love—
even though they would look at that other members and recognize the
difference in position they’re in—and recognize that their position
would naturally be considered to be more honourable in the body than
the other one—and even though they could look at themselves (so to
speak) and see more ‘attractiveness’ to what their position is in the
body compared to this other one’s — because of selfless love, there’s
a kind of thinking (which is based upon the 1st body attribute of use
and usefulness to every member; and based upon the 2nd body
attribute, they have purposefully & deliberately determined to
cooperate with each and every member of the body for the good of
the body) - that, therefore, this 3rd body attribute now emerges.

- And it takes into account that—the differences between the members
is not only the recognition of individuality as far as individual
members are concerned—but it also involves the honest recognition
of the fact that some offices within a body are going to seem to have
more honour to them—and are going to seem to have more
‘attractiveness’ to them—simply because they are different—and
simply because of the way in which those offices are employed.

- And there’s nothing wrong with that—in fact, that’s a natural thing
that goes on in a body!
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- But even when that kind of difference exists—when those first 2
body attributes of conduct & behavior are in existence (based upon
that selfless love) — when it comes to the recognizing of the reality
of these different ‘evaluations’ (so to speak) of the differing offices
that exist in a body—the members don’t allow that to become a
hindrance—or become an issue between them—even when the ones
that are in the positions of the more honourable offices and the more
comely offices recognize the differences between their offices and
the members who occupy (by comparison) less honourable and
uncomely offices than theirs.

- In fact—due to those differences—and due to the selfless
love—and due to the conduct and behavior of seeing the
usefulness of all the other members, as well as determining
to fully cooperate with them—something else occurs
between the members of the body.

- And it’s an advancement especially upon the cooperation
issue.

- And to get at what this 3rd Body Attribute of Conduct & Behavior
is—it comes out of that core expression sitting in (:23) — upon these
we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have
more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need.:

- So what we’re getting at is—what ‘lies behind the scenes’ or what
is it (in the most basic of terms) that you are doing (or what action
are you taking) when you bestow more abundant honour upon those
members of the body whose offices appear to be less honourable and
uncomely?

- In other words—what is the Fundamental Body Attribute
that describes what you’re doing in order to put this kind of
behavior into effect?

- What is the member that is in that honourable office doing
when he looks at a member that is thought to be in a /ess
honourable office—what is he doing when he bestows more
abundant honour upon that less honourable member?

- What is it (attribute-wise) that makes him provide more
abundant comeliness to the uncomely parts?
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- What is it that makes him come along and say, I have no
need — what aspect of selfless love would make him conduct
himself in this manner—or makes him do what he does to

the uncomely part when he values and esteems him like he’s
supposed to?

- And what you’ve got is one member of a body properly evaluating
and esteeming another member of the body—but he sees a difference
between them that could be a potential problem for the body to
function properly—and so he immediately takes a course of action

(or a course of conduct and behavior) towards that other member of
the body—and he responds to it by bestowing more abundant honour
and by bestowing comeliness to it—and then looks at himself and says
“I’'m comely, 1 have no need at all.”

- What is that selfless action?

(generous? no. more basic—and people can be
generous for selfish reasons)

- What are you doing when you give up of yourself to
supply another’s need?

- Answer: You’re SERVING that other member—you conduct and
behave yourself in the manner of a SERVANT to that other
member of the body!

- And SERVING one another is a species of cooperation.

- And the attribute of a servant is that: he’s always looking
for a need that he can help out with.

- That’s why Paul says in Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty, only use not liberty for an
occasion to the flesh, but by love SERVE one another.

- This 3rd Fundamental Body Attribute of Conduct and Behavior
is: that because other members of the body are USEFUL, and
every member proposes to deliberately COOPERATE with every
other member of the body—the honourable members of the body
SERVE the less honourable members of the body.

- (SERVING ONE ANOTHER!)



Page 224 Romans 12

- And that’s what the more honourable member is doing—he sees
the less honourable member and says, Hey, I can help out here—I’m
going to bestow more abundant honour—I’m going to serve the need
that he has.

- And this is so critical and so important—because the differences of
the offices within a body can often be quite different (or radically
different) — and one office can appear to be less honourable than
another—or can have less attractiveness to it than another—(that’s
just the nature of a body that’s made up of many members) —

— but because of the selfless love that’s there—along with
the body attribute of usefulness acknowledged; and
cooperation acknowledged — those differences in the
offices, instead of producing any discord or anything along
those lines—instead, those differences produce and generate
this deliberate form of body conduct and body behavior of
SERVING ONE ANOTHER that’s designed to meet the
need that the less honourable and uncomely members
appear to have!

- And so, for example—if a member of your physical body received
an injury (or a scar, or sunburn, or whatever), the other member of
your body come along and treats the wound (or grabs the lotion and
rubs it on).

- In other words, it sees the need and it serves it!
(No questions asked! No hesitation whatsoever!)

- And this is an extremely important thing for us as members of the
church, the body of Christ—because for some of the tasks to be done
by the body, (just as in your physical body), it’s going to require
more than one member to get it done!

- (Just like in your physical body, when you encounter a
weight that one arm can’t handle—and so without hesitation
and without question, your other arm comes to help out the
need of the one arm — and even the legs and the back come
to serve the need of the arms — and there’s no rebellion on
the legs’ part [in fact, the legs won’t get much recognition
for doing their part] — but the job gets done.)

- And that’s the attitude/attribute of a servant.
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- Now the question you probably have at this time is: Just how am I
going to do this here in this body of the members of Triangle Bible
Church?

- And what do you suppose the answer to that is?

- Part of it is that, as a son, you’re supposed to figure that out
on your own!

- But part of it will become more evident as we go along in
the curriculum.

- But because the apostle Paul doesn’t ‘spell it out’ for you
here in Romans 12:4-5, neither am 1.

- Now for the 4th Fundamental Body Attribute of Conduct and Behavior:

(#4) - 1 Corinthians 12:24b-26

24 ... but God hath tempered the body together, having
given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that
the members should have the same care for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members
rejoice with it.

- Here you’ve still got that issue of one member of the body having
honour — but Paul is taking that from the previous issue of how the
members of a body (as an attribute of conduct and behavior) serve
one another’s needs — and now Paul takes that honour issue out of
the previous body attribute—and he’s putting it together now with
the tempering concept—and by doing that, Paul is now getting away
from looking at the individual members of the body—but now he is
going to look at all the members of the body, and look at the body
as a whole.

- tempered (nearly all modern English trns. change the word
to ‘combined’ / ‘composed’ / ‘arranged’ / ‘put together’ etc.)
= to bring something (such as a body) into a proper or
suitable condition, state, or quality by mingling it with
something else—to unite in due proportion; to adjust, as
parts to each other.
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- But (as usual) the real ‘punch’ to the word tempered that
makes it the most excellent of all choices of English words
here is that—unlike other synonymous terms, tempered is
used in a context where the possibility of discord exists

due to combining things together that, by nature, should not
be combined; tempered tells you that the things that are being
united or put together are (even in the many and various

parts and offices of a body) all perfectly fit and are suited for
one another and for the benefit of the whole body.

- The only other word that may be a little ‘out of the ordinary’ (so to
speak) is that word schism.

- schism (again, rejected by nearly all modern English trns.)
= arent or cleft; a division or separation; a breech of unity.

- But schism isn’t just any old word that is used to
indicate some kind of a ‘division’ or to indicate any
old ‘dischord’ or ‘dissension’ or lack of harmony.

- Schism is the one and only English word that is
used in contexts that not only want to indicate that a
‘rift’ or division has occurred—but it is reserved to
only be used in contexts where divisions have
occurred in a church—and more than that, that the
divisions that have occurred are due to doctrinal
corruption! (In other words, where heresy or
heretical doctrine is the cause for the division or
rift between the members of the local assembly)!

- Now that should cover the ‘tougher’ words in (:24-26).

- And again, when you read, but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honour to that part which
lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but that the
members should have the same care for another. (and then [:26] is
going to come along and amplify upon that care concept there) — but
again, we have the apostle Paul now looking at the body ‘as a whole.’

- And it’s kind of like you’re coming ‘full-circle’ here with this 4th
Body Attribute of Conduct & Behavior — When you began at the 1st
one, you had the recognition that there is this one body, but it’s made
up of many members—and then he started looking at the members
and describe the kind of thinking that individual members of a body
have to have to generate these Attributes of Conduct that make it so
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a body can function as a body, made up of these many members.

- And now as he’s moving on—and the members have acknowledged
use & usefulness for each member; and then have determined to
cooperate for the body’s sake; and then have recognized that, in
connection with individual offices, some members are going to have
a need when it comes to being able to function within the body as a
whole, so that the other members are going to serve the need of any
member (for the body’s benefit) —

— well now this 4th Body Attribute is going to focus primarily upon
the body ‘as a whole’ - because you’ve come to the point of coming
“full-circle’ - and it’s kind of like you’re going to take the ‘end’ of the
4th Attribute and ‘attach’ it to the beginning of the 1st Attribute—and
you’re going to have the whole body, now, recognized as being a
whole body (made up of these many members with all the many
members having the proper thinking—with the proper 4 Body
Attributes of Conduct that’s going to enable them to function as a
body.

- So this tells you that this 4th Body Attribute primarily has to do with
the perspective (and with the perception) that each of the members
has for the body’s ability to function as a whole body because of the
genius of their individual member relationship & capacity with each
other within this body.

- And that’s the kind of thinking (so to speak) that stands behind this
4th Body Attribute of Conduct—and that’s why the terminology shifts
here to, as Paul says, but God hath tempered the body together.

- And by God tempering the body together—each member of the body
is to recognize this tempering—and by so doing, it puts each of the
members together in this body.

- And it takes that 3rd Attribute where a member that lacks Aonour (or
has a need) gets more abundant honour from the ones who have it
because they want to serve them—and from that, it produce this 4th
Body Attribute of Conduct that (:25) describes where there’s no
schism in the body.

- But rather than a schism, the members have the same care one for
another—and they have that same care because it’s for the whole
body’s benefit.
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- And without that care a schism would exist—and the body
wouldn’t be able to function as its been designed to function.

- But rather than a schism existing—this mutual care exists—
and that makes it so that if the one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it—or if one member be honoured, all
the members rejoice with it.

- And that’s the conduct & behavior that’s the product of this 4th
Attribute.

- And because the members perceive something about the genius of
this tempering that allows for the whole body to function as a body,
they have a particular kind of conduct & behavior one with another,
that, whether the ‘pendulum’ swings all the way to suffering, they’ll
respond by suffering together — or whether the ‘pendulum’ swings
the other way and a member is honoured, they’re all rejoicing.

- (It’s kind of like the epitome of selflessness—or lack of
self-centeredness).

- Because the central issue in the thinking is: THE
BODY!

- And therefore what we’re after is the ‘frame of mind’ that describes
that care and concern—this suffering with them — this rejoicing with
them.

- The answer is really found in that last phrase of (:25)
but that the members should have the same care for one
another. (That’s the core issue).

- The member cares for the other member in the worst case
scenario—and he cares for him in the best case scenario.

- And he responds with a mutual-type response that can be
described by this general 4th Body Attribute of Conduct.

- (The word care being used here for both when an
adverse or bad condition exists AND for when an
agreeable or good condition exists). [Unlike the way
we often use the word care today when only a bad
or adverse condition exist.]
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- So what do you have in view when you have the same care for one
another? When you look at all the other members and you have the
same care for every one of them (in good shape or in bad shape) -
what can that kind of attitude be called—or what do you have in mind
for them all?

- And though it’s often used today (especially in terms of our
Government) - and it’s often used in a way that many who
call themselves ‘conservatives’ look upon with a sense of it
being disagreeable—in this context of a body (and more to the
point, the body of Christ) - it should never be a disagreeable
term or thought.

- Well, when you care for someone like this—you’re looking out for
their wellbeing—you’re taking interest in them, and you care for
everything that takes place with them (good or bad) - and everything
that pertains to their wellbeing is of interest to you—and it means
something to you—(you’re not just a ‘fair-weather’ friend).

- And “wellbeing” is really accurate enough to express the issue—but
“wellbeing” really focuses upon the present—the better term to use
for this 4th Body Attribute of Conduct & Behavior is: WELFARE
(because welfare focuses upon the present and well into the future)!

- The 4th major Body Attribute of Conduct & Behavior is: that
because of the selfless love that has the previous 3 attributes in
existence as well—the 4th Body Attribute of Conduct is that a
member of the body always purposefully pursues the welfare of
every member of the body you ever deal with.

- Because that’s how the body is going to be able to
completely fulfill its function.

- (Every member looking out for and looking after the
welfare of every member that the body deals with).

- And that’s the Attribute of the Conduct that’s going to be critical
when it comes to the members of the body in the assembly
participating in all of the operations of God in a local church!

- (And being able to advance & take on more operations—and
perceive more operations).
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- When each of the members are purposefully and deliberately
looking out for and looking after the welfare of each other member
— that’s going to provide for each member to grow & mature, and
therefore provide for the whole body to grow and mature.

- (Just as in Level I it says over in Ephesians— ... according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 4:12)

- And when it maketh increase of itself unto the edifying of
itself—it just doesn't grow numerically—but it makes
increase of itself in terms of strengthening of itself—and as
far as its strength is concerned, it’s able to take on more
capacity & more and more operations of God—and to be
able to fulfill every operation of God that He has designed a
local assembly to be able to fulfill in the locale that it exists.

- And when it’s able to do that—it’s able to do what the
Thessalonians did out in Level III-—and that is to kind of
‘spin off” other local assemblies from themselves!

- And to repeat the sonship process in other areas!

- But that all starts with getting the Body Attributes down
first, and then it really starts with what Rom. 12:6-8 does,
and then you can expand upon that as you go along in Level
II & 11T Sonship Edification.

- So you should see some real value to these fundamental Body
Attributes.

- This becomes real important when we get to the receiving
of the sonship decision-making skill of EQUITY—with
having to deal with the ‘weaker brother” and all.

- Because in a physical body, there’s some parts or members
to it that don’t come in until later on when growth to the body
has already taken place (like the wisdom teeth, for ex.).

- And this just goes to show you something of the genius of how God
has designed the local assembly as a body—and the curriculum of
sonship education to think of everything that the local assembly could
ever face—and to never ‘miss a beat’ in it’s edifying process!
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- USE/USEFULNESS; COOPERATION; SERVANT; WELFARE —
that’s the understanding of what members (who are members of a
body) are to recognize as being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another — that they will have going on in
their fundamental, foundational Conduct & Behavior one to another.

[RECAP]

- So in our receiving the instruction of wisdom—our Father has given us that
instruction by means of His own godly love (therefore the ability to value and
esteem what He values and esteems) & make decisions accordingly.

- And (:3), dealing with the thinking aspect of godly edification, He
produced godly selfless love in your inner man for the first time.

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

- So how does that produce godly selfless love?

- By giving us the perspective and attitude of our Father in
which you’re not the only son to which He has given “the
measure of faith” - or the responsibility of having a job to
labor with Him in in His business—but He has given a job of
responsibility in His business TO EVERY OTHER SON
WHO SITS IN THIS ASSEMBLY ALONG WITH YOU!

- And the godly selfless love comes into play in the sense that
our Father values & esteems every job He gives with equal
importance and equal significance and equal weight as the
job He gave you!

- Now once that thinking has been brought into existence in your inner man—
then that leads to the Conduct & Behavior (or living) aspect of godly edifying,
which is contained in (:4-5).

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.

- Godly selfless love now transitions out of your mind in into your
soul—into how you conduct and behave yourself in the local assembly.
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- And by having you think about and perceive some things about the
LIVING UNION type relationship that all the members (or parts) of
your own physical body have (one of another) - the fundamental
and foundational Body Attributes of Conduct & Behavior emerge.

- And I say that they are fundamental because they are the
“first-things-first” aspects your Father wants you to
understand & appreciate as, for the very first time, you are
confronted with the fact that you are not only members of a
local assembly, but you are also one body in Christ.

- That means that the expression one body in Christ is NOT
first and foremost a term used to simply designate between
God’s program with Israel and His program with us today.

- In other words— “the body of Christ” does not
begin as a term to distinguish between dispensations!

- But not only are the fundamental Body Attributes of
Conduct & Behavior fundamental, but they’re also
foundational—and the fact that there are 4 of them shouldn’t
therefore be a surprise at all—because you have to have at
least 4 ‘cornerstones’ (so to speak) to any good foundation!

- Therefore, as we thought about our physical bodies as having many
members in one body, and all members having not the same office:
So we, being many, are one body in Christ — we have come to
understand & appreciate that the 4 Fundamental Body Attributes of
Conduct & Behavior are:

1) Usefulness

2) Cooperation

3) Servant/serving the needs of all the other members
4) Welfare/purposefully pursuing the welfare of every
member of the body you ever deal with.

- And that, therefore, allows for the last 7 words of (:5) to do the
powerful work they’re designed to do—which is to cause you to
behave yourself in keeping with the godly selfless love in connection
with all the other “sons” - or all the other members of the local
assembly where you gather.

... and every one members one of another.
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- Notice that the word order of those 7 words are very critical:
because it doesn’t say:
and every one members of one another.

it says:
and every one members one of another.

- And though I’ve flubbed up and turned them around from
time to time—that’s an important difference—they don’t
mean the same thing.

- Because if my understanding is correct—being members

of one another fails to carry the particular meaning that is
being gone after here—it doesn’t ‘get at’ what this is ‘driving
at’ (so to speak).

- Because being members of one another is more along the
lines of how you express the issue of simply being an
individual who is, along with other individuals, members of
a club or organization—i.e., ’'m a member and so are you—
in other words, the emphasis is upon the issue of
‘member-ness’ (so to speak) - and that we’re all connected
by our membership to the club (or to the body).

- But even more important (and more to the point) is that
by stating it the way God has the apostle Paul state it—and
by the KJ Translators expertise in the English Language—
and every one members one of another—forces you to
recognize that you are joined together as a body with these
Body Attributes being in place (or in mind)!

- In other words, by saying members one of another—it
expresses the LIVING UNION aspect of the body—and the
living union aspect that’s being expressed are those 4 Body
Attributes!

- And if you turn the words around to say, members of one
another, you lose the concept of the LIVING UNION aspect

of the body!

- To put it simply—being members of one another does not
express the living union aspect of the body—but being
members one of another does express that living union aspect!
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- Now it’s going to be up to you to determine and figure out what
your behavior is to be in light of all this—and you need to give some
thoughtful work to how this affects your behavior and your conduct
towards the fellow members of the body here in this assembly.

- And since God has designed the body of the local assembly to be
the way He has designed it—you should recognize that there are
some aspects of it (just like your own physical body) that are “static”
(so to speak) [or fixed, and don’t change with growth] —

- that is, there are some offices within the body that are
‘static’ — and therefore fixed offices;

- but then there are some aspects of the local assembly that
are not static, but are “dynamic” (so to speak) — that is,
there are some offices that change over time—that take on
varied aspects and various tasks.

- and some offices are needed at some times, but then there
are times when those offices are not needed, while others
that haven’t been in use now come into use.

- And that’s what [ mean by the kind of design God has put into the
local assembly as a body.

- Some of the operations of God within the local assembly
are static (fixed offices—such as the office of the bishop; the
offices of the deacons) — and some of the operations of God
within the assembly are dynamic—and some of them grow;
and some of them come and go and even come back again.

- So therefore, when it comes to taking the godly selfless love and the
living union fundamental body attributes you have come to receive
from your Father’s instruction of wisdom—you should be to the
point where you’re looking around for something to do!

- And this can act as a kind of ‘check’ point for you to be
able to see if (:3-5) have done their effectual work!

- For example, when you walk in the door of the local
assembly—do you (or have you) ever walked in and looked
around with real determined perception—and looked for
either physical things of the assembly that need attention? or
other spiritual-type needs of the members of the assembly
that you could serve the needs of?
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- And if you did—did you just think, “Well, the Pastor will
take care of it” — or, “The deacons will take care of it” ???

- The truth is—if a local assembly functioned as it should—
you would never have a need for such a thing as an
“Opportunity Board” (like we used to have here).

- (your physical body doesn’t operate that way)

- Well, this actually takes us to the next section of Romans 12:3-8

— and that is, following the format or pattern for godly edification to
take place—the next section of (:6-8) make up the final aspect of the
pattern for godly edifying: the LABOR aspect.

Romans 12:6-8—The fundamental LABOR of godly selfless love within
the local assembly.

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to
the proportion of faith;

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that
teacheth, on teaching;

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth,

let him do it with simplicity, he that ruleth, with diligence;
he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

- A total of 7 “gifts” are listed here by the apostle Paul:

1) Prophecy; 2) Ministry; 3) Teaching; 4) Exhortation;
5) Giving; 6) Ruling; 7) Shewing Mercy

- And there are 7 of them for a reason—and as any ‘list’ you find in
God’s word—these are not listed randomly or haphazardly—but
there is a progressive developmental order to them that needs to be
appreciated.

- Not to mention that there are ‘groupings’ of them that has
to be appreciated.

- But before we ever begin dealing with any of the details of these

7 things—we have to make sure of something else that we’re
confronted with right ‘off the bat’ (so to speak) - and that’s that word
GIFTS— Having then gifts .... commonly called “spiritual gifts.”
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- Now we need to make sure that we’re all ‘on the same page’ (so to
speak) in connection with this issue of spiritual gifts so that we

avoid any confusion about what these 7 gifts that are listed here by
the apostle Paul are all about—and so that we avoid being victimized
by the kind of doctrinal corruption that exists today about either what
a spiritual gift is—or how a spiritual gift is given.

- And there is a massive amount of confusion (and therefore
corrupt doctrine) that exists out there in the world of
Christianity today over this very issue.

- And that’s not just by coincidence—but it’s by design!

- And the one who is behind all of the confusion and corrupt
doctrine is none other than Satan, the Adversary himself.

- And this is due to the fact that the issue of spiritual gifts is
one of the ‘pet doctrines’ of the Adversary—and it is one of
the major ways in which he goes about keeping the body of
Christ embroiled in controversy in order to prevent “godly
edifying which is in faith” from taking place.

- And the Adversary accomplishes all this by means
of his Policy of Evil—and to the point, by
counterfeiting the issue of spiritual gifts.

- And we know this because of the fact that God has so designed His
word—and especially our curriculum for sonship education (which
are the epistles of the apostle Paul) — so that we actually have a
series of “Red Flags” (so to speak) that act as a warning to us of the
particular doctrines that the Adversary will ‘go after’ in order to
produce corrupt doctrine and confusion in the body of Christ, and to
therefore prevent godly edifying from taking place.

- And we’ve noted these ‘pet doctrines’ of the Adversary many times
before — and we are already familiar with the fact that there are 6 of
them—and we’re familiar with how our epistles make us aware of
which 6 doctrines they are.

- (#17) - And because of the nature of these 6 ‘pet’ areas of doctrine that the
Adversary goes after—we call these 6 doctrines ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES—and the way God warns us of them is that they all
surround the 6 times in our epistles when the apostle Paul says,
“Now I would not have you ignorant” or something very similar to
that expression.
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- I Corinthians 12:1—This is the 4th time you encounter this expression.

- (read :1-3) - Notice the warning Paul gives the Corinthians about
this issue due to it being an Essential Doctrine in which the Adversary
is highly successful in achieving the goals of his PoE in bringing
about great confusion and controversy within the body of Christ
today.

- And you’re told here that at least one spiritual gift has actually been
counterfeited by the Adversary—Ilong before God ever brought in this
present dispensation of grace—and way back in God’s program with
Israel when these Gentiles were being victimized by the Satanic
Policy of Evil.

- As idol-worshipping heathen Gentiles, they had been duped
by the spiritual phenomena that the PoE had been producing
in time past—but also right at that very moment they were
being victimized by this very same thing: counterfeit
spiritual gifts.

- And the issue is that you can’t afford to be ignorant in
connection with spiritual gifts—because if you are, then you
WILL be deceived by the Satanic Policy of Evil!

- There is such a successful capacity that the PoE has when it
comes to producing deception and deceit and a counterfeit
with respect to spiritual gifts—that unless you know and go
by exactly what God says on the matter—YOU WILL BE
DECEIVED!

- And you’re not going to be able to go by what you see—
you’re not going to be able to go by what you hear—you’re
not going to be able to ‘test the spiritual phenomena’ to be
able to see who’s behind it all — but you’re going to have to
go by exactly what God says, or you will be taken in!

- The counterfeit capacity that the Adversary has when it
comes to the issue of spiritual gifts is of such a nature that
it’s impossible to discern them any other way than by
going exactly and precisely by the doctrine that’s set forth
to us here in I Cor. 12, 13, & 14—and throughout our
epistles — and that’s the ONLY way to detect the difference!
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- And IGNORANCE plays right into the Adversary’s hand!
(Hence Paul’s warning NOT to be “ignorant™!)

- And not only were these Gentiles deceived in their past—but as (:3)
points out—they were being deceived at this very time!

- Right there in their midst was a man who claimed that he
was ‘speaking for God” — or that ‘God spoke to him’ —
but the message coming out of his mouth was false and
corrupt doctrine—(all the while using good, godly Bible
terminology)!

- And because they weren’t going by (and only going by)
exactly what God said about it in His word—they were being
deceived!!!

- Now a large part of being able to not get deceived and caught up in
this kind of thing—is the issue of “rightly dividing the word of truth”
and honest Bible handling—and properly handling God’s word—but
there’s even much more to it than that—(for instance, having a
proper understanding and appreciation for I Cor. 12, 13, & 14, as well
as other specific places in our epistles).

- But for the purposes of our Sonship Education—and our passage in
Romans 12:6-8—I’m specifically after a critical issue that’s actually
contained in the doctrine of spiritual gifts—one that goes beyond the
simple issue of merely “rightly dividing the word of truth” —

- Not that you don’t need to be able to have the whole
doctrine concerning spiritual gifts down pat—but what’s so
critical to understanding and appreciating Romans 12:6-8,
and being able to get the very powerful issues out of it that
deals with the first time you’re going to begin to take some
godly thinking and godly conduct & behavior, and then
LABOR with your Father in the first aspects of His business
that He wants you to labor together with Him in—it’s vital
and critical that you have this other issue clear in your
thinking—or else you’re going to have trouble (and have
problems) with the first labor aspect to your sonship life!

- And this specific critical issue that I’m after gets stated by the
apostle Paul at the very end of I Corinthians chapter 12.
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- I Corinthians 12:31 — (read)— a more excellent way

- You’ve got to be able to clearly understand and appreciate what that
expression is all about—and when the issue of spiritual gifts comes
up in your thinking, you’re mind should immediately go to this and
have it become just as much as a way to discriminate and

differentiate between God’s time past program with Israel and His
program with us in this dispensation of Gentile grace in which we
live: to say “Time Past” “But Now” and “To Come” — is that,
when the issue of spiritual gifts comes up, to immediately be able to
discriminate and differentiate between the less excellent way that God
did business with signs, wonders, spiritual gifts, marvels, and miracles
with Israel in His program with Israel—and the more excellent way
in which God does business with us as sons and as the new creature
of the church the body of Christ today.

- So really what we’re going to be spending the next several Bible
classes on is:

- The recognition of “The More Excellent Way.”

- First of all—Iet’s start off by noting and recognizing that the vast majority of
marvels, miracles, signs, and wonders taking place actually take place in
God’s program and dealings with Israel.

- And the few references that we do have in our epistles—by
comparison—are merely a handful of references.

- In fact, when those things are mentioned in our epistles—the
majority of the time they are mentioned by Paul, it’s in reference to
them being the Adversary’s counterfeits!

- And it needs to be understood and appreciated that God’s use of
these spiritual phenomena in this dispensation of grace (signs,
miracles, wonders, etc.) was limited to a very short period of time;
and for a very restricted reason!

- And as soon as this restricted reason was fulfilled—God was
OUT OF the spiritual phenomena manifesting business!

- And that reason came to pass in Paul’s very own lifetime!

- But the Adversary’s reason to counterfeit them continued on!



Page 240 Romans 12

- And what we need to have is a good appreciation for the
naturalness for God producing these spiritual phenomena in Israel’s
program. (So let’s note the naturalness of that)

- Exodus 34:10

- God makes another particular Covenant with Israel—and it’s a
covenant for them to SEE the work of the Lord in their midst.

- And in making this covenant with them—He actually covenants to
be VISIBLE to them in the sense of what He’s doing.

- But note that He only makes that covenant with them! And not
with any other peoples—such as Gentiles!

- (That’s why it says, before all thy people!)

- And these marvels were to be a way for the Gentile nations to
confirm the fact that the one true God was among Isracl—and not
among them! (and all the people among which thou art shall see
the work of the LORD ... ) [this is extremely important to what
takes place later on in the book of Acts!]

- It’s important to understand that God made a covenant for them, and
for the Gentiles to see Him work among Israel!

- And as you go through God’s program with Israel, you see those
things occurring over and over again.

- In fact, when times would come when Israel didn’t see those
marvels/signs/wonders taking place in their midst—and when that
happened—that itself ended up being a sign to them that something
is amiss between them and God!

- Therefore Israel and Israel only had a right to expect these marvels
occurring in their midst.

- In fact, over in the gospel accounts—when the Lord talks to the
members of Israel, He says, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will
not believe (Jn. 4:48) — where did they get that kind of thinking?
(A: Because of this covenant sitting back here in Exo. 34) - they had
a right to have things validated to them—and if someone claimed to
be speaking for God, that individual could produce a sign that could
back that claim up!
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- Let’s see a passage where, when those signs were not seen, then Israel knew
that something was very wrong with their relationship with God.

- Psalm 74 (Book III Avenger/Avengement) — the issue is the destruction of
the sanctuary.
- (:7-8)
- (:9) (The “We” is especially the members of the remnant)

- Note that expression: our signs — Israel’s claiming the
exclusive right to these things!

- Note that even the apostle Paul records in I Cor. 1:22— For the
Jews require a sign, ... (Paul understood the issue) — he didn’t say
that they “want” one, or “desire” one — he said they require a sign.

- And if you require something: you’ve got to have it, or
you won’t make a decision or a movement upon what’s in

front of you!!

- And that requirement issue came from what they understood
and appreciated that God had covenanted to do with them!

- But here Asaph says they don’t see their required signs—that were
the exclusive right of Israel—which indicated that something was
amiss between them and God.

- But my point here is just to make it clear and plain that marvels,
signs, miracles, and wonders and all forms of spiritual phenomena
in God’s prophesied and declared operations belong to Israel!

- And that’s a fundamental thing to understand—and lacking that
fundamental knowledge provides the Adversary a platform in which
to take advantage of the ignorance!

- And to the degree that there is little to no understanding &
appreciation of this fundamental issue—then there’s even
greater capacity for the Satanic PoE to deceive a Christian—
and to have them following his counterfeit spiritual
phenomena that exists in this dispensation of grace!

- And notice again that Asaph says, We see not our signs — well,
Why do you expect to see them? Because that covenant said they
shall see the work of the LORD — the covenant called for them to
see it!
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- And notice also that Asaph talks about signs and prophets—or
someone with a spiritual gift like a prophet had—and he says,
neither is there among us any that knoweth how long—and what
you’ve got here is the issue of a teacher: someone who is able to
take the information that’s already there, and properly teach from
it and discern it and so forth —

- So Asaph’s not only got the issue of signs, wonders, and
miracles in view here—but he’s also got the issue of spiritual
gifts involved.

- And those, too, are the exclusive right of Israel as well.

- Well, first and foremost you’ve got to understand to whom the
right of spiritual phenomena naturally belongs.

- Now let’s look at a couple of passages where a lot of the controversy over
spiritual gifts & spiritual phenomena comes from—and especially the “pet”
spiritual gift of them all—which is the gift of tongues.

- But by taking what we’ve already learned—we know that even this gift of
tongues—that that is Israel’s gift (and for a very particular reason).

- Joel 2:28-32—a portion of this is quoted by Peter in Acts 2 on the day of
Pentecost in connection with what had historically arrived in God’s
program with Israel.

- And that day that had arrived in Acts 2 was very critical to the
outworking of God’s program with Israel—and the manifestation of
the sign-gift of Israelites speaking with other tongues (or known
languages which they naturally could not speak) was an important
sign of judgment that any properly educated Israclite would have
expected it to come (it wasn’t supposed to be a ‘surprise’) and would
have known about in advance, and been aware of its significance
when it occurred in Acts chapter 2!

- In other words—TIsraelites speaking in other known languages (or
speaking in tongues) was a prophesied event!

- And what is critical to understand and appreciate about the gift of
tongues is that the individuals who were directly benefitted by that
gift—were ISRAELITES!!!
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- (:28) - And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh;

- Note that God does pour out His Spirit upon al/ flesh (Jew
and Gentile) - but what is quite often missed is the fact that

the affect of that ‘pouring out of the spirit’ is NOT the same
affect on all flesh!

- And the rest of the things that take place with the rest of
the flesh that isn’t Israel’s flesh is spoken about in chapter 3.

- But before that gets dealt with—the affect that the ‘pouring
out of the spirit” has on Israel’s flesh gets dealt with from the
rest of (:28) and on down through (:32).

... and what is that affect?

- (:28) ... and your sons and your daughters (that’s NOT “all” sons
& daughters—not all the sons of mankind—but ISRAEL’S sons &

ISRAEL’S daughters) ... shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:

(:29) And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those

days will I pour out my spirit.

(And then Joel goes on to describe the particular signs and
wonders that will be taking place in Israel’s ‘last days’ -
which is the final 5th Install. in God’s prog.w/Isr. (as The
Day of the Lord moves on and progresses on to “the great
and terrible day of the LORD come.(:31).)

- Now the gift of tongues isn’t directly identified in this passage—but
it’s evident by what Peter explains that the gift of tongues is involved
in the issue of your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.

- And the gift of tongues is the BIGGIE of all the gifts today
in the circles that maintain that these gifts are still in operation
— but that’s not surprising because of all of the spiritual
gifts, tongues is THE gift that the Satanic PoE has chosen to
focus upon and to counterfeit the most—because it’s the
EASIEST one to counterfeit—as well as the easiest for folks
to simply fake all on their own—and because of that, it’s
important to understand some fundamental things about it—
and the most fundamental thing to realize is that that’s ISRAEL’S!
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- Israel not only had a natural right to the possession of ALL
spiritual phenomena from God—but there was one particular
gift (as the kingdom of heaven was ‘at hand’ and ready to
enter in to it’s final stages that they had the claim on—and
that they understood and appreciated was connected with
communication from God) - and it was that gift of tongues!

- And God used the gift of tongues at the beginning of this
dispensation of grace as an undeniable, un-doubtable sign TO
Israel concerning a particular thing that Paul describes in I Cor. 14.

- Now come over to a passage in the prophets that describes the use of the gift
of tongues out in the Day of the LORD—and even on into the time in which
the kingdom is established—which is really the reason why this gift was
recognized as Israel’s unique and special possession.

- (Because that was designed and intended to be the way in which
Israel was to carry out the administration of God’s righteous rule—
especially when the kingdom was established—and they would have
the capacity to speak in all the languages of the nations as they go
out and take the Law out of Jerusalem—and as they go to sit in seats
of authority over those nations—as they function as that “kingdom of
priests” and the ‘ministers of the Gentile’s God.”)

- Zechariah 8 20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, It shall yet come to pass,
(talking about when the kingdom gets established) that there
shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities:

21 And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another saying,
Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the
LORD of hosts: I will go also.
(They’re going to be doing that in connection with
what is spoken about earlier on in Isa. 2; as well as
in Micah 4 when the word of the LORD goes out
from Jerusalem—and it goes to the Gentiles, and the
Gentiles say, Let’s go up to the house of the God of
Jacob—He’ll teach us His ways; we’ll seek Him &
He’ll teach us His paths, and so forth).
22 Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek
the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the
LORD.
23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, In those days it shall come
to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of
the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a
Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God
is with you.
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- Those Israelites are going to go out to all the nations of the earth—
and as they do, they’re going to be in nations that don’t speak the
same language as they do—but they're going to be given a
supernatural capacity to speak to them in their language without ever
having learned that language (or use a language dictionary).

- And they’re going to declare “God is with us” - (the “Immanuel”
issue) — and those who don’t speak Hebrew are going to hear that
word because they heard it from that Jew speaking in their own
language! (And they’re going to take the skirt of that Jew and say,
We’re going to go with you!)

- And that Jew is going to be able to teach that Gentile (in his own
language) the things he needs to understand!

- All this is so that you understand & appreciate how that this
was the special possession of Israel!

- And that’s exactly what you see happening in Acts 2 on the day of
Pentecost!

- Acts 2:14-21

- Now a failure to recognize that 99% of all signs, miracles, marvels, wonders,
spiritual gifts, and spiritual phenomena that are found on the pages of God’s
word applies to God’s program with Israel—a failure to understand that and
the natural reason for why they are Israel’s—is one of the greatest contributing
factors to be deceived when it comes to the doctrine of spiritual gifts!

- And ignorance of these things makes the Adversary’s job all that
much more easy.

- And that should be sufficient for you to understand & appreciate that these
spiritual phenomena DO NOT naturally belong to this dispensation of grace.

- Yes, they did exist for a very limited time and for a very limited
reason & purpose at the very beginning of this dispensation of
grace—but for right now, the truth of the matter is that for us in this
dispensation of grace is to recognize that the natural thing for us is to,
as Paul says in Il Cor.5:7 ... walk by faith, not by sight!

- And nothing could be so easily seen as being totally different than
Exodus 34:10 vs. II Corinthians 5:7!
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- By the way—Paul says this in a context and by an example
where it would look like, by all practical purposes, that God
wasn’t working in the apostle Paul’s life AT ALL! —
because he didn’t SEE anything happening!

- And yet, he sets forth that as we walk by faith, and not by
sight—Paul sets forth the BETTERNESS of that, rather than
(as Israel did) waking by ‘sight, and not by faith’!!!

- (This is said in a context of dealing with our sufferings
today—which has a connection with the stark contrast and
differences between us today and how God dealt with Israel
in connection with their sufferings!)

- Now in our studies of “The Recognition of The More Excellent Way” -
we’re making sure to heed the warning the apostle Paul gives the Corinthians
in I Cor. 12:1 (Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you
ignorant.) — and by now we should have a sufficient enough understanding
and appreciation for 1 of 3 major issues that we’ll look at in order to make
sure that we’re not ignorant about spiritual gifts/marvels/miracles/signs/
wonders/spiritual phenomena.

- And there are at least 3 major areas that you (as a son and as a
Christian in general) just can’t afford to be ignorant—or else you
will have some major problems when it comes to godly edification
taking place. (& be taken in/victimized by the Satanic Policy of Evil)

- Areas where you can’t afford to be “ignorant” :

- And the first area is what we have covered so far in our ‘side-bar’
study on spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena and the recognition of
the more excellent way.

1) Spiritual gifts (signs, wonders, marvels, miracles, spiritual
phenomena) naturally pertain to ISRAEL (and only Israel—they
have a natural ‘birth-right’ to them). [Exodus 34:10]

- And while a great deal more could be said about this first
area where you can’t afford to be ignorant—we’ll let what
we have covered suffice for the first area.

- Next, we’re going to briefly (and I mean briefly) deal with the 2nd
major area in connection with spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena
where you can’t afford to be ignorant—and where, if you are, a great
amount of confusion/corrupted doctrine is going to exist.
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- As we noted before in Acts 2—on the day of Pentecost having
fully come—the apostle Peter stood and gave a message concerning
Israel’s “last days” - and how that what was happening was, as he
said, This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel — and the
signs, miracles, and tongues that were happening at that time (which
were certification signs) gave evidence that God was WITH Israel,
and that the “last days” of God’s program with Israel were now ready
to commence. (i.e., the 5th Inst./5th CoP)

- And Peter was the man/apostle at the center of it all.

- But Peter would also be at the center of another incident
that would indicate that God’s program with Israel had
changed—and in fact, had been suspended altogether—and
a new program had begun!

- After the year of forbearance & mercy was over—in Acts 9, God
saved and raised up the apostle Paul—who became the very first
member of the new creature God was creating of the Church, the
Body of Christ.

- But God has to now make Israel aware of this fact (through
their major apostle, the apostle Peter—and that takes place at
what I call “The Cornelius Incident”)

- And we’ve gone over this in some detail back in Romans 9
where we saw how that God had changed the status of the
Gentiles in His sight—which demanded a new dispensation
(or new program) be brought in.

- Now without going over the entire incident again—Iet’s just
focus upon some things that indicate the Bona fide reason
why spiritual gifts occurred at the beginning of this
dispensation of grace.

- The incident at Cornelius’ house has those certification signs now
being produced by Gentiles!

- And that incident produced Evidence that God was
turning away from Israel fo the Gentiles!

- And this is where “rightly dividing the word of truth”
comes into play!
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- And this is where—if you don’t ‘rightly divide’ God’s
word properly—you’re going to be in for a whole bunch of
problems and trouble when trying to deal with this issue of
spiritual gifts/signs/miracles/wonders/spiritual phenomena!!!

- So let’s look at a couple of passages that focuses upon this issue of
the Bona fide reason why spiritual gifts occurred at the beginning
of this dispensation of grace.

- Acts 10:44-46 (after God saved/raised up the apostle Paul)
- Why—(for a limited time at the beginning of this
dispensation of grace) did Gentiles have the gifts and
spiritual phenomena that rightfully belonged to Israel?

-Acts 11:15-17
- Peter realized that this wasn’t natural according to the
program with Israel! But he knew God was the One that
did it! Peter didn’t understand it at this time—but he wasn’t
going to withstand it!!!

- Again, WHY did God do this? — Well for one thing it was
to indicate/certify/and give evidence of that fact that God had
brought in a new and different & distinct program—a
dispensation of Gentile grace—and by doing it this way it
made it clear to Israel that God was turning away from them
and to the Gentiles!

- But there is another reason—and that’s going to take us to I Corinthians 12,
13 & 14—and the recognition of “the more excellent way.”

- Good as it is to know what we’ve gone over—that really isn’t
enough to withstand what the PoE will throw at you—but you’ve got
to know why God would, at the beginning of this DoG, God would
give the Gentiles sp. gifts like the Corinthians possessed—and you’ve
also got to realize that the Adversary counterfeits the power of God
(not only in God’s prog.w/Isr., but in this DoG)—and once you
understand that; you have to understand the doctrine that lets you
understand & appreciate that once a particular event that’s described
in ch.13 takes place—which would take place in the very lifetime of
the Cor’s & in the very lifetime of the apo. Paul—that God would go
out of the sign/miracle/wonder sp.gift/sp. phenomena business in this
DoG—and the only individual left involved in it would be the Adversary!
(& on the basis of that, you can identify counterfeit sp. phenomena!)
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- So we’ve seen 2 of the 3 major things that you can’t afford to be ignorant of
in connection to spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena—and this takes us to the
final area—which is the issue that:

3) Satan (by means of his policy of evil) has in the past, and still
does continue to counterfeit spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena.

- I Corinthians 12:1-3—The counterfeiting capacity of the Satanic PoE.

(:2) - heathen idolatry going on in the assembly at Corinth.

- carried away = fascinated with it; followed it; gave
themselves over to it.

- “Well, it just had to be of God!”

- They believed that the true and living God lived in
that idol!

- Let’s go over to a passage in the Psalms—but as we do—stop off at Acts 8.
- Acts 8:9-11
- sorceries (:11) = spiritual phenomena

- They gave him “regard” (:11) - i.e., they were going to
listen to what he had to say!

- But God wasn’t doing this and wasn’t involved in this!
- Psalm 115—a remnant Psalm pertaining to the Day of the Lord.
-(G1-8)— (5 — (7

- The priest/priestess (attendant) produced the spiritual phenomena
of ventriloquism!

-Zech. 10:1-2

- also see Deut. 13 (for counterfeit spiritual phenomena)
-(:1-4) & (:12-15)

- back to Zech. 10 — (:2b) - no shepherd that could teach them the
truth!
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- Zech. 11:15-17 — (This is what’s coming!)

- Mat. 7:21-23
- Mat. 24:23-25

- II Thes. 2:8-10
- Rev. 13:11 — Where’d his power come from? (:2)
(Rev. 13:12-13) - the sign of Jehovah to Israel that Elijah performed!

(:14)
(:15)

- back to I Cor. 12:3 — this is tongues!

- Well this should give you an idea of the reality that Satan has in the past;
and still continues to this day—and will in the future be continually in the
business of counterfeiting signs/miracles/wonders/spiritual gifts/spiritual
phenomena — and you can’t afford to be ignorant of it!

- Now let’s move on to gaining a sufficient understanding and appreciation
for (and recognition of) THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

- And let’s bear in mind the 3 major issues we’ve covered that are
3 major areas in which you cannot afford to be ignorant of:

1) Spiritual gifts (signs, wonders, marvels, miracles,
spiritual phenomena) naturally pertain to ISRAEL (and only
Israel—they have a natural ‘birth-right’ to them). [Ex. 34:10]

2) The bona-fide reason for why spiritual gifts occurred for
a limited time at the beginning of this dispensation of grace.
(And the ability to avoid confusion by “rightly dividing the
word of truth.”)

3) Satan (by means of his policy of evil) has in the past, and
still presently does, (and will in the future) continue to
counterfeit spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena.

- And we saw that in the assembly at Corinth (I Cor. 12:1-3), they
were being victimized by the Satanic PoE due to their ignorance of
these very issues!
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- Now when it comes to recognizing what this more excellent way is all
about—you really do have to bear all 3 of those things in mind—and
especially that 2nd issue—because the more excellent way really (in a sense)
comes along and replaces the ‘less excellent way’ that was in effect as this
dispensation of grace got underway.

- And therefore when the dispensation of grace began—the more
excellent way had not yet been brought in—and because of that, and
because of the fact that God would utilize the issue of spiritual gifts

& spiritual phenomena (as well as some other issues that were the
exclusive right of Israel) - God would utilize those matters that were
exclusively Israel’s and cause the Gentiles to have use of them for a
limited time—so as to indicate and to certify to Israel that God had
changed the program—that He had suspended His program with them,
and turned to the Gentiles to begin a brand new (and until Paul, kept
secret [a mystery]) program or dispensation of Gentile grace.

- And so you’ve got at least 2 major matters that come to bear upon
that 2nd issue you can’t afford to be ignorant of—that is, Why
spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena occurred for a limited time at the
beginning of this dispensation of grace, and then were no longer
needed and so they no longer exist:

A) The issue of God verifying/certifying/indicating to Israel
that He was no longer working with them—but had put their
program in suspension—and turned to working with the
Gentiles in a new and different dispensation of grace.

- But because God still intended to work with the Gentiles as “sons”
— and because He still intended to have a “living union” type
relationship with them (just as He did with Israel) - some of those
things that spiritual gifts provided for (which is the issue of fulfilling
certain offices and carrying out particular administrations and
operations of God) — just as Israel need those things in their “living
union” relationship as a nation; the Gentiles, too, needed those things
in their “living union” relationship with God as a body (the body of
Christ).

- And because the more excellent way was not in effect in God’s
program with Israel as it came to be suspended in Acts 9 — (and as
certified in Acts 10 & 11) — neither was the more excellent way yet
in affect at the beginning of this dispensation of grace—and until it
came into affect, the Holy Ghost supernaturally gave spiritual gifts
to the members of the Ch./body/Christ for a brief/limited time until
the more excellent way was brought in.



Page 252 Romans 12

- And so a second issue comes into play that answers the question of
Why spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena occurred at the beginning of
this dispensation of grace—but then no longer occurs—and that is
the issue of:

B) THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY — God brining in a
more excellent way than the Holy Ghost supernaturally
empowering a member of the church the body of Christ with
a spiritual gift in order to carry out the offices,
administrations, and operations of God.

- So God being in the business of supernaturally bestowing spiritual
gifts and spiritual phenomena was going to cease—and it would
cease in the very lifetime of the apostle Paul and in the lifetime of
the Corinthians themselves!

- In fact, powers and capacities that the apostle Paul himself
had at the beginning of his ministry—were gone, and he no
longer had at the end of his ministry. ( II Tim. 4:20)

- And that was in perfect accordance to the things that are
spelled out here in I Cor. 12 & 13.

- And a proper understanding of the more excellent way makes it so
that you really do understand & appreciate the NATURALNESS for
why these spiritual gifts/spiritual phenomena are done away and no
longer being produced by God today.

- I Corinthians 12 (survey the chapter) — beginning in (:4ff)

- Let’s get an outline of the remainder of the chapter so that you’ll get
the general ‘gist’ of the flow of the doctrine as it’s given to the
Corinthians—

- and then, by that outline, we’ll be able to get to the major issue that
we need to focus upon that will allow us to be able to appreciate the

issue of what the more excellent way is all about as it gets described
in the latter part of chapter 13.

- (:4-6) — Paul sets forth information that describes the roll of each member
of the Godhead when it comes to the doctrine of spiritual gifts.
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- And when it comes to the roll that each one of the members of the
Godhead has—there’s a sense and sequence and progressive
development to it all.

- For example, you have the roll that the Holy Ghost has—in which
He actually works within each member of the body of Christ (within
each believer) and produced the sp.gift in that member of the church
in Corinth — well, the Holy Ghost doesn’t operate that way as a
Maverick!

- He’s not operating ‘on His own’ — in the sense that there
isn’t a ‘Master Plan’ - and a design; and certain objectives
that are designed to be achieved in connection with each one
of these spiritual gifts that the Corinthians have.

- And right from the outset—you have to have an appreciation that
all these spiritual gifts that were in operation at this time—they all

fit the overall objective and goal of a ‘Master Plan’ - a plan drawn up
by God the Father.

- And as Paul states what he does in (:4, 5, &6) - he makes evident the
that there’s a Master Plan to it all—and he declares the roll that each
one of the members of the Godhead has in connection with that
overall objective and Master Plan.

- (read :4-6 if you haven’t already)

- And then in the remaining of the chapter (from :7-31) - Paul is going to take
the roll of each one of the members of the Godhead—and being that there’s 3
members of the Godhead—Paul sets forth 3 major components to the rest of
the chapter—and each one of those 3 components focuses upon one of the 3
members of the Godhead—and Paul amplifies (in each of those 3
components) upon the roll of God the Holy Spirit giving the diversities of
gifts; and then the roll of the Lord Jesus Christ as the One who is
administrating the whole thing; and then he amplifies upon the roll of God the
Father who set the whole thing up in the first place—and set forth the various
operations that were being served; and the various operations & workings that
were being accomplished by all this.

- And really, you’ve kind of got a building of information ‘from the
inside out’ (so to speak) - from the inner man of that Corinthian to the
outer working of the Father’s operations in that local assembly.
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1) And first of all—you’ve got to understand the diversities of the
gifts—and the legitimacy of them.

2) But then you’ve got to understand that those diversities of gifts are
all designed to work together to achieve some particular ministries
that are being served—or administrations being served pertaining to
the Lord Jesus Christ and His body.

3) And finally, you’ve got to understand that those diversities of gifis
and the administrations they pertain to—are all subservient to; or all
go toward the issue of some particular operations that God the Father
wants to get accomplished!

- And the one that we want to (and need to) focus our
attention upon—(that gives us the proper understanding and
appreciation for what the more excellent way is all about) - is
that last one, particularly: the issue of the diversities of the
operations of God.

- Because if you’re going to labor with God your Father—
you’ve got to know what His operations are that you’re going
to be ‘operating’ in with Him as you labor together with Him
in your sonship life! [common sense]

- And in (:4-6) the apostle Paul makes a statement with respect to
spiritual gifts that applies to each member of the Godhead.

- (:4) goes with (:7-11) - and it was the 3rd Member of the Godhead
(the Holy Spirit) that supernaturally equipped the members of the
assembly there at Corinth with these spiritual gifts at the beginning
of this dispensation of grace.

- And the sp.gift provided them with the supernatural ability to DO
something—and it manifested the working of the Holy Spirit amongst
them to profit withal (or to the benefit of them all [the entire body]).

- And at that time—this working of the Holy Spirit was the
one of the Godhead most easily recognized—and had the
most tangible way for the members of the assembly to
realize His working amongst them.

- But if that’s all they understood and appreciated—then there was a
major problem caused by that!
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- (And this is where your Pentecostals/Charismatic types all
miss the boat (so to speak) in only recognizing the gifts of the
Spirit—but then don’t recognize the administrations of and
operations of the other members of the Godhead!)

- All they see is the gifts of the Spirit as being a sign that the
Holy Ghost is somehow? working in their midst—but that’s
NOT how these things were ever designed to function!

(i.e., as if the Holy Spirit [as a Lone Ranger] was the only
member of the Godhead involved!)

- And therefore they miss 2/3rds of what these gifts were
designed for—again, they were given and designed to all
work together in a local assembly in order for God the Father
to ultimately be able to carry out His operations!

- It’s not enough just to appreciate the diversity issue of the gifts—but
you also have to appreciate the different rolls of administration that
those gifts were designed to perform in the local assembly—and more
than that, how that in the function of the local assembly, some of
those gifts were actually more important than others!

- (and you can see that after you have gone through the amplification sections
that deal with the sense & sequence [and how you have 3 levels to the
working of these gifts so that they work out to the Father being able to
perform His diversities of operations] - and when you get down to the end of
the chapter you are told that some of those gifts are more important than
others) — (see :31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: )

- Some of those gifts were to be looked upon as ‘better’ than others—
and some were to be looked upon as the “best” ones.

- (see also :28 when Paul begins to amplify upon the various
operations of God the Father — [read :28])

- You’ve got a ‘ranking’ here of the gifts!
(first ... second ... third ... after that ...)

- And the Corinthians [as well as the Pentecostal/Charismatic types
today] didn’t/don’t have any appreciation for that—and their conduct
& behavior with these gifts made that evident!

- (There was a manifestation of their ignorance with respect to that;
and the PoE was taking advantage of it!)
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- In fact—as you go on through ch. 14 you’ll find that—so
mixed up were the Corinthians concerning sp.gifts that they
had actually taken one of the least gifts of them all—and they
were promoting it as being the “best” one! [Tongues]

- And the gift that was designed to function the most—and to
the greatest benefit in the local assembly at that time—was
being relegated to a position of “least” importance!

- That’s how successful the Satanic PoE was in
Corinth!

- And therefore what you’ve got here is corrective doctrine.

- And they were recognizing all good and well the roll of one
Member of the Godhead (the Holy Spirit) in giving diversities of
gifts—but they didn’t at all recognize that what those diversities of
gifts were given for in accordance with differences in administrations
of the same Lord that was being served by them all — and they didn’t
realize that those differences of administrations serving the same
Lord was subservient to the accomplishment of diversities of
operations of the same God the Father who determined and designed
to accomplish His operations with them as His sons!

- And the gifts are not designed to function independently—
but they’re designed to function in a cooperative effort to
serve the same Lord! — and for accomplishing some things
in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ (particularly in His
“body” or the new creature of the church the body of Christ).

- And when you have that expression there in (:5) - And there
are differences of administrations — an administration is
just as the English word says: add + ministering — it’s a
ministry that adds or aids ministering to, or serving a
particular individual!

- And the individual here is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
(Especially in the sense of the “body of Christ”).

- And you have to (and the Corinthians had to) appreciate how that

each of these sp.gifts were designed to all fit (like a puzzle piece) into

serving/ministering to the body of the Lord Jesus Christ—and that’s
what that big section (:12-27) describes as the unit that we are (the body)
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and the living union we have as members one of another—and by
conducing and behaving with those sp.gifts according to those ‘body
attributes’ serves the overall goal and function of the body of Christ!

- But even the more critical matter than all that—(especially when the
apostle Paul will come along and describe the temporary nature of
the sp.gifts in ch. 13) — the real BIG thing or major piece of
information that ignorance of caused the Corinthians the most
trouble (and will cause us the most trouble) is the issue in (:6)!

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all.

- And operations are the issues of all of the workings of, or operating
of something according to a Master Plan in order to get some
particular, specified, identifiable objectives accomplished!

- So God didn’t come along and just give sp.gifts for no
reason at all—and you’re not given differing ways of serving
the Lord for no reason at all—but you’ve got all those things
because there’s some diversities of operations that God is
getting accomplished through these diverse gifis and
different administrations!

- And in order for you to be able to labor with your Father properly
and intelligently as His son—you’ve got to have an appreciation for
what the diversities of His operations are—so that as you go about
putting your godly sonship thinking and godly sonship living into
practice—you’ve got an appreciation for what it’s going to get
accomplished in your Father’s business (or in His operations)!

- And Paul amplifies upon that issue in (:28-31).

- And by ranking them they way he does—you’re able to
understand what the best ones are—and on the basis of that
the Corinthians were to get the corrective procedure underway
— and so stop being victimized by the PoE — and then by
understanding & appreciation the 3 rolls the 3 Members of the
Godhead have in all this (especially the diverse operations of
God) - THEN Paul is able to come along and say (on the

basis of all that), and yet shew I unto a more excellent way—
that is, a more excellent way that even thought it is what it is,
still accomplishes the diversities of the operations of God!
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- And in the latter part of ch. 13 Paul sets forth that there is something
more excellent that is going to be provided by the Holy Ghost—and
by the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father—that’s better and

more excellent than having any or all of these spiritual gifts
supernaturally bestowed upon them!

- And once it’s there—these are all going to be done away! And
you’re going to be left with a more excellent way than this temporary
way!
- (And they ought to come along and say, YIPPIEE! - and
they ought to appreciate it as a more excellent thing!)

- But the only way any Christian today is going to be able to
appreciate this as a more excellent way (and the provision we have
now that is more excellent than any or all of these sp.gifts) is to
understand, especially, the issue of the operations of God—

— and to understand that that more excellent provision He has made
is where He has deposited ALL His operations for the balance of this
dispensation of grace.

- And as we’ll see—it’s where He’s deposited His POWER
to accomplish all of the things He wants to accomplish in that
more excellent provision!

- And that’s GOT to be appreciated—that is, you’ve got to appreciate
the working of 1) the roll of God the Holy Spirit and the diversity of
gifts — 2) the roll of God the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) and the
differences of administrations that those diversity of gifts serve —

3) the roll of God the Father and His diversity of operations that are
served by the different administrations of God the Son along with the
diversity of gifts that the Holy Spirit gave. [3-fold system/method]

- And when I say that they’ve got to be appreciated, I mean
appreciated just as God Himself appreciates them—and
especially those diversity of operations—you’ve got to
appreciate and recognize the operations of God like He does
in order to fully appreciate the more excellent way that is now
in effect and that replaces the supernatural gifting that the
Holy Spirit did at the beginning of this dispensation of grace,
but is now no longer needed once the more excellent way was
brought in.
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- Now at this point we need to now survey ch. 12 — and focus our attention
upon the diversities of operations that God the Father is involved with—and
get a fundamental understanding for what those operations of God are because
everything else is subservient to that—and so that when we go back to
Romans we’ll understand and appreciate that the gifis listed there (and the
more excellent way that we are going to be operating upon as adult adopted
sons—as we choose the office we are going to function in to labor with our
Father in the function of the local assembly) - that we’ll appreciate that the
office we will function in is directly connected to aiding to and adding to the
ministry of the body of Christ—and in turn, the aim of that (or the objective of
that) is fulfilling one of these operations of God our Father.

- And it’s these operations of God that really produce the vocational
training we need to have here on this earth—that equips us and
qualifies us to be placed in the creature (the heavenly places) in one
of those positions of rulership/government/administration.

- I Cor. 12:4—Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

- And the section of ch. 12 that amplifies upon that issue is contained
in (:7-11).

- (read :7-11)

- It’s the Holy Spirit that undertook the supernatural dispensing of the
spiritual gifts—and the emphasis is being laid upon the fact that the
same Spirit gave these gifts in the diverse manner that He did—
because since the more excellent way had not yet arrived, the Holy
Spirit had to do the job of distributing them because He understood
what every one of the operations of God were.

- But once the more excellent way is brought in—we will
have in our possession a written record of where God
deposited ALL the knowledge of His operations!

- And (as :11 says), He divided them to every man severally as he
will—again, not operating as the Lone Ranger (acting independently
from God the Son and God the Father) - but He did it in accordance
with His own understanding & appreciation of the differences of
administrations of the Lord, and the diversities of operations of God
the Father.

- And the Corinthians needed to get this straight in order to

correct their misguided misunderstanding of these gifts!
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- And these gifts aren’t being cited because the Corinthians
didn’t know what they were—(they did know what they
were) - but they’re being cited so that they begin to think
about them in connection with the different administrations
and in connection with (especially) the diversities of
operations.

- Let’s just briefly note them:

- the word of wisdom—the ability to properly apply
knowledge to a certain situation so that your conduct &
behavior is appropriate to that situation.

- In connection with a particular decision that needed
to be made that had to do with just what the will of
God was in that situation—a person with this gift
could stand up in the assembly and say, Here’s the
wisdom in this situation—and he could just
supernaturally give it.

- the word of knowledge—(similar to the word of wisdom) —
this is a gift of having insight and perception and critical
discernment in connection with a given situation—and a
person could ‘read between the lines’ (so to speak) and have
real perception and then give the appropriate action to be
taken.

- faith by the same Spirit—(see ch. 13:2) - the gift of faith
was in connection with putting on display the issue of
absolute confidence in things that God says—and displaying
absolute confidence in the operations of His power.

- the gifts of healing—notice that the word gift is in the
plural (gifts) of healing—and notice down in (:28) “gifts of
healings” - and then in (:30) “gifts of healing” - this is the
only gift that’s always talked about in the plural! And there
is a very important reason for that. But this is a supernatural
gift of the power of God operating through a person to
physically heal someone.

- the working of miracles—(plural here, but sometimes talked
about as a miracle [singular]) — this is the supernatural
power to demonstrate the power of God over against what
would be considered natural.
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- prophecy—the gift to function as a prophet—and
information coming from God is going to be given to him—
and revelations are going to be given to him—(again, see
13:2) - the ability to reveal things and disclose information
theretofore kept a secret—information supernaturally
revealed to a person directly from God.

- discerning of spirits—the supernatural capacity to detect
and recognize the Satanic Policy of Evil—to detect the
operations of those ‘seducing spirits’.

- divers kinds of tongues—the ability to supernaturally
speak in other languages spoken by men, but which the
speaker had never studied and didn’t know.

(I Cor. 14:10—There are, it may be, so many kinds
of voices in the world, and none of them is without
signification.)!!!

- the interpretation of tongues—when tongues were spoken
where there was a mix between those who knew the language
of the tongue and those who didn’t—this person could
supernaturally interpret what the guy that was speaking in
tongues was saying to everybody else in the crowd—and yet
he wouldn’t naturally know the language he was interpreting.

- Now the issue here is to do just as the apostle Paul says in (:7), and
then underscores in (:11) — But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. But all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
— yes, you’ve got all these diversities of gifts, you Corinthians, but
make sure that you recognize that the Spirit gave those diversities of
gifts in recognition of a PLAN!

- The Holy Spirit didn’t just come along and concoct a way
to simply manifest himself amongst them and zap them with
a whole bunch of sp.gifts—and then say, Let’s see what
happens! (Or this phony idea that “God is among us”)

- No—it was following the 3-fold Master Plan for getting
godly edification going at the time at the very beginning of
this disp. of grace before the more excellent way came in
shortly after this disp. got underway!
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- Going on to the next major section—I Corinthians 12:12-27 —

- Sp. gifts don’t function in and of themselves—but they are to ‘fit’
perfectly with the differences of administrations that occur within
the church the body of Christ.

- Every sp.gift was designed to serve the Lord as they
functioned in each member of the body—the body of Christ.

- And they see to it that the body functions as a body should function
— (with those 4 major body attributes of conduct and behavior).

- So we have the 2nd ‘level’ (tier) of the Master Plan (not to be
confused with Level II Sonship edu. ) - and that got stated in (:5) —

5 And there are differences of administrations, but
the same Lord.

- And the section of ch. 12 that amplifies upon that issue is:

- (:12-27) - which we have just recently covered in some
detail when we were identifying the 4 Body Attributes of
Conduct & Behavior.

- So then—you should recognize by now that those Body Attributes
of Conduct & Behavior don’t occur in a vacuum (so to speak) -
rather they are sandwiched between 2 other major issues that all go to
making up God’s Master Plan for what He is going to do with godly
edification (and the Christian who goes through godly edification as
a son)—which is another way of saying, for what God is going to do
with His sons in sonship education!

- And since we’ve recently gone over the information contained in
(:12-27) - we’re not going to go over it all again.

- But the ‘eyes of your understanding’ should be open a little wider
than before (when we first went over this) - and hopefully you’re
seeing some connections and putting some things together that better
enables you to appreciate what’s going to be happening when we get
back to Romans 12:6-8.

- So when it comes to this overall Master Plan of God for what He’s
going to be doing with the edification of His sons—we now have:
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1) On the ‘ground level’ (so to speak): diversities of gifts—
which, for us, now that spiritual gifts and supernatural gifting
of those sp.gifts by the Holy Spirit have been superseded by
the coming in of the more excellent way—there are a variety
of offices to be taken and fulfilled by us as sons.

- And those diversity of gifts (or offices of the body)
are designed to fit with ....

2) The ‘first floor’ of the Master Plan: differences of
administrations — which gifts/offices are designed to
‘minister’ to the needs of the Lord (the body of Christ) and
manifest the godly Body Attributes of Conduct & Behavior.

- And you’re supposed to view your conduct &
behavior as a son of your Heavenly Father just this
way—(especially as you begin your sonship
education by receiving the Instruction of Wisdom in
the genius manner in which your Father gives it to

you!)

- And all those gifts/offices—they don’t function
independently—but just like your physical body,
they’re designed to have the same mutual benefits

to the local assembly just as they do to your physical
body.

- But it doesn’t end there—because the gifts/offices
that are designed to minister to and benefit the Lord
(and His body: the body of Christ) - those differences
of administrations are designed to link up with and
fit with the ‘top floor’ or top level of the Master Plan
of the Father ... the diversities of operations of God.

- And this is the one we need to really gain some advancement in and
advance our understanding and appreciation of in order to gain the
kind of sonship intelligence we need to put our new-found sonship
wisdom-thinking and our sonship wisdom-living into practice as we
begin to wisely labor with our Father in Romans 12:6-8.

- And the final major section of I Cor. 12 is—(:28-31).

- And those 4 verses amplify upon (:6) - And there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.
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- Paul is going to come along and give another listing of these

sp.gifts—but in doing so here, he’s going to give the Corinthians

a ranking of the gifts—from best to least (or lowest in importance or

rank).
- And really, this is done so that you will earnestly covet the
best gifts—and as it were, when the more excellent way
comes in, you (as a son) will have some appreciation for the
best offices—the ones that will be the most beneficial to the
body of Christ; and most beneficial to functioning in the
diversities of the operations of God your Father.

- And what should now be in your mind—if you’re perceiving things
the way you ought to be perceiving them—is that when you look at
the other sons in the assembly with you (the other members of the
body) - your value and esteem (love) for them should ‘sky-rocket” —
because you’re not only viewing them as essential to the function of
the body of the local assembly—but more than that, you should be
viewing them as essential to the Grand Design your Father has to
what He’s doing with the body—which is the issue of laboring with
Him in all His diverse operations that He has for the body out there
when it functions so as to liberate the creature from the bondage of
corruption and become the embodiment for the earth (when God
utilizes us as the new creature of the church the body of Christ and
repossess the heavenly places back to Himself from the Adversary
and his cohorts)!

- And the truth is—that when you as a son ‘come together’ and
assemble together as a local assembly—the gifts/offices you
determine to operate in; which serve and minster to the body of the
Lord (the body of Christ); there are some gifts (the best gifts or the
best offices) that are designed by our Father to make it so that we as
a local assembly function as Paul describes later on in I Timothy
3:15 as the pillar and ground of the truth—

— (and there’s a whole lot more to that expression than most
folks ever think!)

- And those “best gifis” are to be “coveted earnestly” — and even
though you may not ever function in one of those, the one you do
function in is supposed to be viewed so that those “best gifis” or
‘best offices’ fully function to the greatest benefit of the body of
them all!
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- And this establishes a ‘support system’ (so to speak) of the
lesser gifts/offices for the “best” gifts/offices to do their job
to the benefit of the body/assembly to have godly edification
taking place to the maximum (or to the highest and the best
way possible)!

- And the Satanic Policy of Evil attempted to thwart that process by
the counterfeiting of those sp.gifts before the coming of the more
excellent way—and that same Satanic PoE still does attempt to

thwart that process today, even after the more excellent way has come
in—Dby counterfeiting spiritual gifts and spiritual phenomena—and
causing a whole bunch of confusion within the realm of local
assemblies at large.

- By the way—do you see now why Satan would attempt to
muddy up the waters in this area? Because it strikes at the
core of godly edifying and sonship education taking place!!!

- And it’s a MUST that we appreciate and recognize what this more
excellent way is all about—and I don’t mean just recognizing WHAT
it is—but recognizing that it really is far better and far more excellent
than any or all of those sp.gifts—and understand WHY.

- But you won’t be able to understand and appreciate any more than
merely what the more excellent way is if you don’t appreciate and
view them as you should—which is within the realm of this Grand
Design of God in connection with them—and especially if you don’t
appreciate (at least in its basic concept) what these diversities of

the operations of God are—and view them from His perspective.

- Because if you only view them from your perspective—and from
only your desire for them for simply the sake of having it—or with
envious eyes of having one that you’re not in any way equipped for—
(as the Corinthians did—all going after a lesser gifts at the expense of
all the others [the best ones]) — then that’s nothing more than a
fleshly, carnal, Satanically inspired way of looking at them!

- You have to view these the way the doctrine tells you to view them
and the way your Father teaches you to look at them!

- And when you do—you’ll see that some of them served only for a
very limited time at the beginning of this disp. of grace—and no
longer are in use throughout the balance of the disp. of grace!
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- And the operations of God that still are in effect throughout the
balance of this disp. of grace are now to be gotten knowledge of and
appreciated under this more excellent way that is far superior than
what the gifts and the supernatural gifting of those gifts by the Holy
Spirit provided for.

- (read I Cor. 12:28-31)

- And that last stunning statement at the end of (:31) - and yet shew

1 unto a more excellent way — that’s a far superior way than the
supernatural gifting process that existed temporarily at the beginning
of this disp. of grace—and that sounds like it runs totally counter to
spiritual gifts being supernaturally given by the Holy Spirit to
believers — and in fact, it will be a “stunning statement” to you—and
you’ll never understand and appreciate a more excellent way if you
only look at spiritual gifts through your own eyes! or if you look at
spiritual gifts in any other way than you’re taught to look at them
here in I Corinthians 12, 13, and 14!

- Now let’s begin looking at the diversities of the operations God
wants to accomplish and get done—and which gifts fit into which
operation.

- And on the basis of understanding the operations of God—we’ll be
able to appreciate the temporary nature of the spiritual gifts—and
we’ll be able to appreciate (when we go back to Romans 12:6-8) the
more excellent way in which we are to decide upon an office in which
we’re going to function in in the local assembly (that will minister to
the Lord’s body; and will in turn, function in one of the operations
of God the Father).

- 28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifis of healings, helps,

governments, diversities of tongues.
- Now what you have here is a list of 8 spiritual gifts.

- And the apostle Paul has ranked them in order from best to least.

- And what we need to appreciate here is that these are gifts (that
is, they are not operations) — but we’re going to have to look at these
gifts and appreciate something about the way in which they’re ranked
(where groupings of them occur) and then think about what operation
of God lies behind the grouping or the gift that is listed & ranked.
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- Now when you look at these 8 gifts—and the way in which Paul
ranks them—you’ve got:

1) A first

2) A secondarily (a second)

3) A thirdly (or third)

4) An after that (or fourth)

5) And a then (or fifth) [consisting of 4 gifts]

- or a 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th.

- And what needs to be appreciated right here is that with each of
these gifts (or within a grouping of these gifts) - there is an operation
of God, and then a gift/gifts to accomplish that operation.

- The actual operation of God is NOT listed here—but the gift or
gifts to accomplish that operation is listed—and not only listed, but
ranked—which means that by perceiving the operation that goes
along with the gift/gifts, we should also appreciate that there is a
ranking (of good, better, best) where the operations of God are
concerned—but the critical thing here is to begin to see what the
operations of God are that are associated with the particular spiritual
gift that is designed to accomplish it (as it serves/ministers to the
body of the Lord).

- And what Paul has done here (by ranking them the way he does) is
to get you to see that these spiritual gifts (in their ranking) - line up
(in their ranking) to a particular operation of God.

- And that’s why the gifts are ranked the way they are here—
because they’re in accordance with those diversities of
operations.

- And all we’re after here is to look at them very generally—
and just get you to begin to think with some more perception
about how the gifts fit into one of the operations of God.

- And I believe, even though we have 8 gifts listed/ranked here—I
believe we can at least see 5 of the operations of God that are served
by these gifts as they’re ranked here and that they were designed to
accomplish.

- So do you see any of these sp.gifts that could be grouped together?
in order to accomplish an operation (or working) of God?



Page 268 Romans 12

- Well, if you pay attention to the way Paul ranks them—he comes
along and gives a first, a secondarily, and then a thirdly—but then he
doesn’t give a ‘fourthly’ ‘fifthly’ ‘sixthly’ ‘seventhly’ and ‘eightly’
— but after the thirdly, he gives an after that, and then a then — and
it’s as though Paul has in his mind and in his thinking that those first
3 gifts have a very distinctive operation in view—and they do!

- And when you think about apostles, prophets, and teachers—even
though they could be dealt with separately—they all fall under the
same ‘umbrella’ (so to speak) - they all have a common operation
in which they all function.

- Apostles/prophets/teachers (A.P.T.) —
1) The communication of God’s word.
- That’s the first and foremost operation of God!

- And in fact, those are the best gifts of them all!

- And in the context of a local assembly they are to
be recognized as the best—and the main operation
of God in a local assembly is the communication of
His word!

- First & foremost the local assembly is a classroom
for the communication of His word—of the
curriculum for sonship edification—and godly
edification is the primary objective of a local. assem.!

- And at the beginning of this disp. of grace the HS
supernaturally gifted these to the members of the

loc. assem., but once the more excellent way came in,
there’s a superior way in which some offices are
filled in which this same process takes place!

- after than miracles, — Miracles have nothing to do with
communicating God’s word—nor do they have any roll to
play in the local assembly—they don’t achieve godly
edification in the loc. assem.—but they’ve got an entirely
different operation.

2) Confirmation of God dealing with Gentiles.

(That was the roll of the one who had the gift of the working
of miracles at the beginning of this disp. of grace.)
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- The HS gave the supernatural gift of miracles to ones in the
local assembly—but that gift was to function outside the loc.
assem. in order to confirm the fact that God had turned from
Israel and was now working with and dealing with the
Gentiles—and a new and different and distinct dispensation of
Gentile grace was now in effect!

- And you can see that in Romans 15—(read :15-19)

- And by the working of these mighty signs and
wonders [miracles] it was to be fully settled in the
minds of the Romans that what God is doing now is
(as :16 says), the offering up of the Gentiles.

- And the Holy Ghost was setting that issue apart (or
sanctifying it) - to make the Gentiles obedient by
word and deed, Through mighty signs and wonders,
by the power of the Spirit of God — and that provided
for a testimony or a confirmation of the reality that
the Gentiles were now being offered up and God had
turned to the Gentiles and away from Israel!

- And the working of the gift of miracles operated
OUTSIDE the loc. assm.—to UNBELIEVING
Gentiles outside the local assem. so that the Gentiles
would give heed to the gospel of Christ being given to
them!

- So if miracles are happening within a local assm.,
then you know that they’re NOT functioning
Biblically or properly at all! — they don’t function
for godly edifying—and in fact, they’ve got a totally
different operation of God that they functioned in!

- then the gifts of healings (different than & separate from
the working of miracles — and they’re not to be put together;
and if you do, then you’re not thinking about them like God
thinks about them!)

3) Confirm the reality of God turning from Israel.

(And the roll of the one who had the gifis of healings was to
operate with them especially TO Israel!)

- There are some specific healings (Pl.) that are
described in a very special way as being very
meaningful to Israel!
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- (see Mat. 11:1-6 [fulfillment of Isa. 35:3-6] among other
passages).

- Isaiah describes what the kingdom will be like—but
the Lord had the privilege of giving the signs of the
kingdom when He proclaimed it to be “at hand”
during His earthly ministry.

- Those healings are designed to be specific and
highly significant signs to Israel (and not just a
bunch of random healings going on)!

- Especially in view of what produced the blindness,
the deafness, the lameness, the lepers, the death, and
so forth!

- Those were Israel’s healings!!! They were
promised to them—and those were signs that God
had come to visit them!!!

- And so when, at the beginning of this disp. of grace—when
God had turned from Israel to the Gentiles (and as James
said in Acts 15—God is ‘visiting the Gentiles to take out of
them a people for his name’ [:14] - He’s not with Israel any
longer.

- And God gave Israel a sign to confirm the reality of that!
And to do that—He took their Aealings and gave the capacity
to produce their healings to some Gentiles in the new
program.

- And this one didn’t function in the local assembly
either—and the ones to be made an impact upon
were Israelites!

- then... helps, governments (kind of a “part A” & “part B”
of the same issue)
4) Local Assembly (Church) Orderliness.

- This had to do with the supernatural gifting of
those in the local assem. with different rulership
functions and helpful functions so as to bring about
doing everything decently and in order.
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- diversities of tongues.

5) The Final Sign to unbelieving Israel.

(This is not the same as the gifts of healings that confirmed
God turning from Israel!) [We’ll see more in ch.14] - but
the roll of this gift was NEVER to take place within the
local assembly!

- It was not designed to communicate God’s word—
nor confirm God'’s dealing with the Gentiles—nor
confirm God turning from Israel—nor did it produce
orderliness in the local assembly!

- In fact, as Paul will show—when the gift of tongues
operates in a local assembly, it produces disorder!

-1 Cor. 14:18-19 — note (:19) [Yet in the church ... ] - Paul knew

that the gift of tongues did NOT belong in the local church, but
outside the local church!

- Point is—the operation of God that was served by the gift of
tongues had no place within the walls of a local assembly—
and had no place nor anything to do with the communication
of the word of God! — And yet this is exactly what goes on
in churches today that claim to have folks in it speaking in
tongues!

- Therefore due to the gift of tongues being a pet area of the Satanic
PoE to counterfeit (as well as having an emotional attachment to it
that made it so that folks would just come along and outright fake it) -
notice what Paul says next as he corrects their abuse of tongues and
the false doctrine associated with it —

- (:20) - Paul tells them in no uncertain words that they are supposed

to have intelligent, adulthood type understanding of this
thing! And he’s going to tell them what it’s all about ...

- (:21) — Interesting: Paul is going to quote from 2 passages out of

Isaiah (one in ch. 28 & one in ch. 29) — and yet he says,

In the law it is written—(Is Isaiah “the law”?) — this is said
the way it is so that when they went to the prophets [like
Isaiah] they would always appreciate that they were dealing
with issue that pertained to God’s program with Israel—and
therefore that means that those things are “under the law”
NOT “under grace!”
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- And if there’s one fundamental thing these Corinthians
ought to understand (having gone over the basics of their
sanctification) is that they’re NOT under the law, but under
grace!

- Therefore they should easily understand and appreciate that
sitting back in the prophets (under the Law—and pertaining
specifically to God’s program with Israel) is information

concerning a particular sign that would be given by God that
had a specific operation of God associated with it—and it all
had to do with being a sign from God to unbelieving Israel!!!

- (:21)... With men of other tongues and other lips will I
speak to this people (that’s Israel!) and yet for all that will
they not hear me, saith the Lord.

- Tongues was told to them (in advance) that when it arrived,
it was going to be a sign to Israel of God’s total displeasure
with unbelieving Israelites!

- God actually gave it at the beginning of the 5th CoP—and
He would use it throughout the 5th CoP to testify to
unbelieving Israel of His displeasure with them—and He
would use it as a FINAL sign to them that their destruction
by His wrath was now going to take place!

- And at the beginning of this disp. of grace—and as Israel
was diminishing—God gave this final sign to them as a sign
of His extreme displeasure with them—(and those who didn’t
respond to #3 were given this one!) — and that’s the gist of
what this gift of tongues was all about.

- Now just to underscore the issue of tongues being a sign to Israel of
God’s great displeasure with them—mnotice something the apostle
Paul says about God’s dealings with Israel (and something Israel was
given to understand) and the thing God did in order to make Israel
understand what He wanted them to ...

- I Thess. 2:14 & :15 (“Who” [Jews—Unbelieving Israel])

- pleased not God (and God’s going to give them a sign of
His displeasure)

(:16) Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be
saved, (this was being done through that sign-gift of tongues!)
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to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon

them to the uttermost. — (notice that Israel hasn’t experienced
the Day of the Lord’s Wrath yet, so what’s Paul talking
about? — he’s talking about the expression of God’s sore
displeasure and anger with them—and God’s wrathful
displeasure is come upon them to the uttermost = it’s gone
as far as it can go—and that’s the backdrop for this disp. of
grace being brought in—and when God gets back to dealing
with Israel—BOOM: His wrath hits! [but His anger &
displeasure with them was to the uttermost back when He
suspended the program with Israel!)

- So how was Israel supposed to know and understand God’s
displeasure? And how were they supposed to know that
God’s wrath is come upon them to the uttermost? 1s there
something [some sign] that gives them the understanding of
that? and that leaves them without an excuse for failing to
understand that? YES THERE IS: that gift of TONGUES!

- Come back to I Corinthians 12 —

- (read :29-30) - The answer to every question is NO! — and so anyone who

ever comes along and says that every member of the church
(or every believer/Christian should speak in tongues is
simply SCREWEY!)

- And really—once this is understood—that alone should go
a long way to straighten out the mess that was going on there
in Corinth—and get back to the major focus of the local
assembly (which is the communication of God’s word) - and
put’s the best gifts of the apostles, prophets, & teachers back
in their ranking #1 position.

- But even with all that—there’s another critical piece of
sound doctrine that needs to be understood and appreciated
whereby the sp. gifts/supernatural gifting process [which was
‘pretty good’] is going to be done away with for a far more
excellent way of getting the differences of administrations
accomplished and finally the diversities of the operations of
God accomplished (in the field of godly edification).

- And one the reasons why—is because some (many) of the
diversities of operations were temporary and not designed to
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last throughout this disp. of grace—and they will only have a
temporary and limited time to accomplish their objective
(during the time of Israel’s diminishing).

- But even the objective that the permanent operations of
God have as this disp. of grace proceeds on (like the
communication of God’s word—Ilike Local Church
Orderliness) — a provision is going to come into existence
that makes it far better than having a sp. gift of apostle or
prophet or teacher, helps or governments —

- And Paul makes the statement of the reality of that at the
end of (:31) - and all of ch. 13 amplifies upon that reality and
sets it forth.

- (read :31) — But covet earnestly the best gifts: — this is NOT what they
were doing—they had the ranking upside down!

... and yet (still; we’re not done yet, folks) shew I unto you
a more excellent way.

- Good as it is—God’s got something more excellent than
possessing any or all of those sp. gifts —and it’s even more
excellent than the apostle Paul possessing all of those gifts
as well.

- And the more excellent way of God accomplishing all of His
diverse operations — and the more excellent way of God
accomplishing the differences of administrations — the more
excellent way (that excels in value far more than the less excellent
means of accomplishing them at the beginning of this disp. of grace)
is the issue of what you hold in your hand: the completed,
written word of God!

- And whether you believe it or not—or imagine it or not—
or feel it or not—the reality you have to face is the fact that
in God’s eyes, His operations are accomplished by a far
superior way (by what He has vested in His completed word)
than by the supernatural spiritual gift process that only
operated on a temporary basis until His word did get

completed!

- And you have to go by what God says—not by what you imagine!
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- Now much of the rigid resistance that exists in the thinking of most
Christians today—(Christians who have been duped into believing
that the Holy Ghost is still supernaturally bestowing sp. gifts to
believers today) — a great deal of the resistance to God having done
away with all that when His word came to be in its completed form—
really has a lot to do with the fact that most Christians today don’t
view God’s word the way God Himself views it!

- Because God has always viewed His word as being superior to any
thing else (and any other way of communicating or doing things) -
just as it says in the 138th Psalm (:2 ... for thou has magnified thy
word above all thy name.)

- God’s word is always looked upon as a superior way of
Him doing anything!

- And when you’ve been taught to look at His word the way He looks
at it Himself (which most Christians don’t do) — you’ll see the
natural superiority that His word has to anything or any other way of
doing any thing!

- Even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself is called “the Word” of
God over in John’s gospel!

- And if you understood and appreciated God’s word the way He
does—then it should come as no surprise to you at all to find that
when Paul describes what the more excellent way is (down in ch. 13
and vs. 10) - the most natural thing to pop into your mind is that,
“It has to be the completed, written word of God!”

- (once again I Cor. 12:31) — Paul has now set forth the necessary corrective
doctrine so that the Corinthians can get straightened out (and turned around)
from all of the effects and confusion that the Satanic PoE produced as it
worked in their midst and in their ignorance—

- And on the basis of that—they should now be recognizing that they
shouldn’t be emphasizing the gift of tongues and doing it in the local
assembly any more—but now when it comes to them functioning
properly as a local assembly, they should be ‘coveting earnestly those
best gifts’ — and they should be starting to turn their assembly around
and get it in line with what God designed it to be (which is the pillar
and ground of the truth).
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- (Which is what all of I Cor. 12:1 and down through the first
half of :31 is designed to accomplish).

- But there’s more that they need to understand—and most of all, they need to
understand that the present situation that exists among them—with the
spiritual gifts being utilized by God to accomplish those diversities of the
operations of God that He wanted to accomplish—that He is going to
REPLACE the means that He was using at that time with them—that He’s
going to replace that means with a better (more excellent) means for getting
those operations done!

- (:31).

- And the more excellent means will last throughout this disp. of
grace—and will have far more superiority to it that far surpasses
those spiritual gifts!

- And that’s what Paul states at the end of (:31) - and then goes on to
explain fully in chapter 13.

.. and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

- And the way Paul is talking about here is the “way” that God was,
(at that time), going about to accomplish all His operations.

- And the way He did that prior to the more excellent way coming in,
was by the use of spiritual gifts—(and I don’t want you to think that
just because they were ‘less excellent’ that they should be viewed as
‘bad’ or ‘useless’ or ‘inadequate’ or anything along those lines) - but
good as that is; there is a more excellent way to do that!

- And Paul says, I’'m going to shew it to you—and you’re
eventually going to possess it!

- And when they eventually do possess it—all this temporary, less-
excellent way is all going to be done away with—that is, the method
of utilizing the spiritual gifts to get the operations of God
accomplished will be done away with—and it will be replaced with
something that is far more excellent.

- And something that is excellent excels something else.

- That’s a comparative concept—something that is excellent
excels something else and its ability to do something.

- Therefore, the completed word of God excels the sp. gifts—
it’s going to be able to accomplish those operations of God
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BETTER than the spiritual gifts could do it! (Amazing!)

- And not only is it excellent—but it’s more excellent! — and by
putting those 2 superlative terms together—it’s like Paul is coming
along and saying, YOU COULDN’T GET ANY BETTER THAN
THIS!

- And they are to appreciate that this more excellent way
could never be replace by anything better than it!!!

- In other words—you’re going to end up getting the very
best thing you could ever have in order for God to accomplish
those operations!

- And that’s an important thing to understand!

- And the truth is—Paul, the Prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ, etc.,

talk about God’s word far different than most Christians ever talk
about it or think about it — (and far different than modern theologians
and Bible scholars talk about it or think about it)!

- And really—that expression of a more excellent way ought to
engender some real excitement in you (and in the mind of Christian
folks today).

- The spiritual gifts were a marvelous provision for sure—
but to have the completed, written word of God in your hands
is far superior to even those marvelous spiritual gifts!!!

- And Christian folks today should be far more thankful for
possessing the written, completed word of God—and holding
it in your hand—and being able to deal with it consistently
every day — you should be more thankful for that than for
any spiritual gift you ever could have possessed! (any or
ALL of them!)

- So in chapter 13—Paul begins to amplify upon that and show to the
Corinthians what this more excellent way is.

- Chapter 13 is broken down into 2 main Parts:

-Part 1 = (:1-7)
- Part 2—(:8-13)
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- You need to appreciate these 2 Components—

- Paul is first of all going to talk about—and really, bring back into
the minds of the Corinthian saints—and bring them back to the
fundamental and foundational (and really, the most important of all)
doctrines you ever learn (and respond positively and properly to) in
your sonship education—godly love and charity!

- And I want to pause right here and say that, while it is a
doctrine that your Father teaches to you first and foremost
(and fundamentally and foundationally) — it’s always critical
for you to remember and to have in your thinking when
you’re dealing with sonship education/edification by means
of the curriculum for your sonship education — it’s critical to
always appreciate the fact that, while your Father has taken
you under His wing (so to speak) - and while He has now
begun to personally instruct you as His son—it’s still His
Spirit that is leading you through the curriculum!

- So while it’s your Father’s words and your Father’s wisdom
and your Father’s plan, purpose, design, (and so forth and so
on) — the Holy Ghost has an important and integral roll to
play in godly, sonship edification as well—and it is a roll that
goes on all the time that the education takes place!

- And we’ve pointed that out as we began sonship edification
when we noted Paul’s one-sentence definition of what a son
is: For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God (Rom. 8:14) —

- And we’ve pointed out that the Holy Ghost has a roll to
play in sonship edification as He performs the ‘heart-writing’
of the doctrine so that it becomes effectually working—and
becomes a permanent, sensitive issue in your inner man as
godly edifying takes place. (Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men: Forasmuch as ye are
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by
us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God;
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

[l Cor. 3:2-3]

- Therefore, all the while sonship education is going on—God
the Holy Spirit has several ministries to perform.
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- And when it comes to the ‘first-things-first’ of the
curriculum for sonship education—the very first component
to your education as a son is to get godly love brought into
existence as the means of you receiving the instruction of
wisdom from your Father.

- And there are multiple levels of genius and needfulness for
why that doctrine of godly love is the first thing you learn—
and the first thing the Holy Spirit undertakes to lead you
through and to write upon the fleshy tables of your heart!

- And a lot of that multi-layered needfulness for why that
doctrine? and why that doctrine first? — all has to do with the
kind of POWER and WISDOM you gain from getting your
Father’s norms and standards for what He values and for
what He esteems!

- And hopefully—as we go through all 6 Components
that make up our instruction of wisdom by means of
godly love—hopefully by the time we get to the end
of it in Rom. 12:16, you will appreciate the greatness
of the POWER and the WISDOM that comes from
valuing what your Father values and esteeming what
your Father esteems! (& the skill-sets it gives you)

- And I’'m saying all this just to try to get you to
appreciate the greatness of the power you’re getting
in just the first sonship decision-making skill of
godly wisdom!!!

- In fact, godly love is so important and so critical and so
powerful & necessary to a son’s ability to make critical
sonship decisions—that the issue of godly love & charity is
brought into the picture here in I Cor. 13 in order to provide
the Corinthians the ability to ‘right themselves’ and to
appreciate the permanent provision of the more excellent way
of having in their hand the completed word of God that will
replace the less excellent way of those temporary sp. gifts.

- Now I say all that just to say that when you think about being taught
godly love as the first component to your sonship education—and you
think about how the Holy Spirit has a roll to play in that—then you
should recognize that producing godly love in you is one of the first
ministries (education-wise) that the Holy Spirit performs in your
inner man.



Page 280

Romans 12

- In fact—just to underscore the fact that, even though you
can (and should) view the receiving of godly love as the 1st
component of the sonship curriculum—at the exact same
time you should also view that as a ministry that is produced
by the Holy Spirit leading you through the curriculum and
writing it upon the fleshy tables of your heart—as you take
that doctrine and begin to express it by your behavior and by
laboring with that godly love with your Father in His
business—what is your labor? what does your labor consist
of? what does your labor produce? what other terminology
can you say to express that? ... ... ...

(Rom. 6:22) But now being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the
end everlasting life.

- The use of godly love in the Labor aspect of your sonship
life—can truly be said to be fruit unto holiness.

- And the Holy Spirit has a roll or ministry in producing that
fruit of godly love—right?

- Now with those kind of connections being made—it should
come as no surprise to you that when Paul (later on) lists the
“fruit of the Spirit” - what is in the #1 ranking position?
(Gal. 5:22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: ...

- So therefore what you’ve got here in I Corinthians 13:1-7 — you’ve
got the apostle Paul talking about the most excellent ministry that
the Holy Spirit has.

- Because the Corinthians were looking at the sp. gifts as the
most excellent ministry that the Holy Spirit had to them—and
the most excellent ‘point of contact’ (so to speak) with the
Holy Ghost.

- But Paul will show in the first 7 verses that that’s NOT
right! — but that there’s a whole other ministry that the Holy
Spirit has that they’ve seem to have forgotten—(or at least
they’re ignoring it) - and it’s the most excellent ministry of
all, that the Holy Spirit has: charity (godly love & charity)!
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- And then beginning at (:8) - once Paul says what he does in (:1-7),
he comes along and says, This most excellent ministry that the Holy
Spirit has will NEVER be done away with!

- And it will never be replaced by some other ministry!

- But that’s NOT true about the spiritual gifts—they are going to be
done away—and they are going to be replaced with a more excellent
way for accomplishing the operations of God that they’re designed
to accomplish.

- And that’s the flow or sense & sequence to ch. 13—and you need to
appreciate that.

- Let’s look now at (:1-7) - and that most excellent ministry that the Holy
Spirit has that will never fail or be done away with.

- (read :1-3)

- You see that Paul is talking about those sp. gifts (just as he has been
since ch. 12) — but now he’s going to have the Corinthians look at
them, not only in connection with the operations of God and ranking
them in order of importance as far as the local assembly is concerned
— but now Paul is going to have them look at these sp. gifts with a
view to recognize that they’re not the only ministry of the Holy Spirit.

- And there’s a ministry that the Holy Spirit has—that when you put
it up against these sp. gifts—that if you had all these sp. gifts, but
didn’t have the benefit of this ministry, then you’re nothing but a
whole bunch of noise (sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal) - and
on top of that it profits you nothing!

- Now there’s an ‘eye-opener’! — there’s a ministry of the Holy

Spirit that exceeds the possession of ANY sp. gift! — and if you don’t
have this ministry of the Holy Spirit then you’re just spinning your
wheels and wasting your time—and even if you have ALL the sp.
gifts without this ministry, then you’re not even getting to first base
with what God wants to do with you!!!

- So what in the world is this more excellent ministry of the Holy
Spirit? — well, what’s Paul comparing all these sp. gifts to? —
CHARITY!!!
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- charity = (&yam) - love—and today we almost always think of
charity as giving to the poor/needy — (which is a legitimate
expression of charity [:3]) — but charity is a mental attitude
of godly love in which you value and esteem someone or
something to such a high degree that you value and esteem
it (or him/her) MORE THAN YOURSELF—so that you are
willing to give up of yourself for their benefit.

- And that’s God’s attitude—that’s the fundamental and
comprehensive concept for godliness and sonship!

- That’s why it’s the first thing you’re taught as a son when
you receive the instruction of wisdom from your Father—
which is to think, behave, and labor like your Father does
Himself with godly love!

- And that’s why the most excellent ministry of the Holy
Spirit to you as your Father’s son—is to first and foremost
teach you and install in your heart godly love and charity!
(to teach you to think and act and walk charitably—Tlike God
does Himself)!

- And folks this is why you are confronted with the issue of God’s
love the way you are in the book of Romans!

- Romans 5:5—And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us. (and then Paul amplifies upon that
in [:6-10])

- And you get that information at the end of the

Doc. of your Justification and its results—because
you can’t go anywhere in your edification until you
learn to love like God does—and how much He first
of all values and esteems YOU by justifying you unto
eternal life!

- And that’s going to be the basis upon which you’re
going to value and esteem other members of the
church the body of Christ — and ALL men!

- And this is why you get (as the very first component to your sonship
education in the instruction of wisdom the issue of God’s love in
Romans 12:3-16!
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- And in connection with godly love & charity—there’s a progressive
development going on to it all —

- Once the foundation is laid of how much God values and
esteems (/oves) YOU in connection with providing you full
assurance of your justified status (and the permanency of it)
— and the first thing you are able to value and esteem like
God does it to value & esteem the cross-work of the Lord
Jesus Christ and its benefits to you like God does!

- And then you learn to value & esteem your sanctified
position “in Christ” - which is to say, you learn to value &
esteem your sonship status so that you come to possess
“the love of Christ” — and you come to love your sonship
life and the aims, goals, and objectives of it just like Christ
Himself does and just like your Father does!

(which is what happens from Romans 8:14-39)!

- And then as you begin your sonship education—you come
to value & esteem other members of the church the body of
Christ that are members of the local assembly with you—just
like God does!

(which is where we’re at in Romans 12:3-8)!

- And it’s fascinating that when the issue of godly love gets
dealt with later on—(when you receive the instruction of
equity and are dealing with the “weaker brother” situation) —
and when Paul deals with the improper conduct that could go
on in connection with that—notice what Paul says —
(Romans 14:15) But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat,
now walkest thou not charitably. ...

- Do you see that a progressive development is
supposed to take place from what we learn about
godly love in Romans 12—so that by the time you get
to Romans 14 that love (value & esteem) can now be
talked about as charity?!

- [Rom. 14:15 is the first time the word
charity occurs in your Bible!]

- And there’s a bunch of other passages we could look at as
this doctrine gets further developed throughout sonship edu.
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- But my point here is simply to point out that this charity issue in

I Cor. 13 doesn’t just happen ‘out of the blue’ - but all along our
Father has been setting before us this most excellent ministry of the
His Spirit that has to do with us receiving godly love & charity—and
by valuing & esteeming the way God does, we gain the
comprehension of what godliness is all about!

- And hopefully by the little that we’ve covered—you should, to some
degree, have some appreciation for the huge impact that the
statement you come to in [ Corinthians 13:8 should have upon you:

Charity never faileth: ...

- And so important is this issue of this most excellent ministry of the
Holy Ghost—that if you’re not allowing your Father to teach you to
value & esteem as He does—it doesn't make one bit of difference
whether you were to have ALL the sp. gifts that there are—because
if that’s the case, you’re nothing but a noise-maker and you’re doing
nothing to help anyone else out—and it’s not profiting you one bit to
have those things!

- And folks, that means that even when the sp. gifts were in
operation: even then, they were NOT the BIG issue!!!

- And this is what Paul is after in those first 7 verses of I Cor. 13.

- (read :4-7) - Here Paul gives the Corinthians a synopsis description of the
charity of God—and the effectual working of the education of
the charity of God in their lives (and the fruit it’s designed to
bear and the displays of that charity of God) - and those
displays are all displays of godliness.

- And the reason why Paul cites those things as the display of godly
love & charity is that it puts on display to the Corinthians that they’ve
been ‘missing the boat’ on this most excellent ministry of the Holy
Spirit.
- Because if you go through I & II Cor., you see all kinds of
examples of them being NOT being longsuffering with one
another; not being kind to one another; envying, yes; vaunting
themselves, yes; puffed up, yes—and so on down the list!

- Paul manifests to them that they’re not benefitting from this most
excellent ministry of the Holy Spirit.



Romans 12

Page 285

- And more than that—every single operation of God that He
wanted to get accomplished in that assembly was at a
standstill!!! (Nothing beneficial was taking place)!

- They were so spiritually screwed up because of their
ignorance and the effects of the Satanic PoE amongst them—
that the best thing the Holy Ghost could ever do for them:
they weren’t benefitting from!!!

- And they needed to see that—and they also needed to see that this
most excellent ministry of the Holy Spirit (teaching godly love &
charity) will never cease to be the Spirit’s most excellent ministry!

- Let’s now survey the remaining verses in ch. 13.

- (read :8-13)

- (:8) - Charity never faileth: — faileth = fail is used here in a way

that we often don’t use it (although it still is used this way
today, but rarely) — and when Paul says but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail—that doesn’t mean that they will
fail to come to pass —

- But the word fail here is used in the sense of when we would
talk about an oil well failing or a well of water failing—the
well failed—that doesn’t mean that the well “didn’t come to
pass” - no—it means that the well ran out of water or ran out
of oil—it dried up—and it’s failing to give what it originally
had to give—it doesn’t have anything more to give.

- And the issue here is that charity never faileth—i.e., this most
excellent ministry of the Holy Ghost (to teach you godly love &
charity) - that’s NEVER going to “run out” — there never will come
a time when that’s not going to have something to give.

- And there will never come a time when charity will cease
being a service and ministry of the Holy Spirit.

- And that’s never going to not be something that the Holy
Spirit is in the process of doing with you and me as members
of the church, the body of Christ!

- BUT ... that is NOT true when it comes to those sp. gifts!!!
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- ALL of the spiritual gifts will be done away! — some of them will
fail—some of them will cease—some of them will vanish away—
but ALL of them are going to be replaced with something more
excellent.

- There was a more excellent way (designed by God) that
would be the means to accomplish what God once
accomplished by means of those sp. gifts —

- Instead of sp. gifts, the more excellent way would
be the means to accomplish the differences of
administrations to the Lord—and ultimately the
more excellent way would be the means to
accomplish the diversities of the operations of God!

- And folks—that makes the more excellent way the most
vital thing there is in existence in either the physical world or
the spiritual world for godly sonship edification to take place!

- In fact, (just as “vital” implies) - it’s a matter of
LIFE OR DEATH (functional life or functional
death)!

- And that’s just what Paul sets forth in the remainder of (:8)
and down through (:13).

- (:8) Charity never faileth: but (adversative conj.) whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish
away.

- This is the declaration by the apostle Paul that this method of

sp. gifts are going to fail—and run out—and have nothing more

to give—they are going to become unnecessary & useless—and the
Holy Spirit is no longer going to be operating with them.

- Now notice in (:8) that you have 3 gifts mentions as going to be
done away with—(prophecies, tongues, and knowledge) - Why these
3? and does this mean that only these 3 will be done away with, but
all the others will still be in operation?

- My understanding is that Paul mentions these 3 to represent the
entire list of sp. gifts that were mentioned back in 12:8-10.
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- And again, this is my understanding—that the sp. gifts
listed in 12:8-10 are grouped together into 3 groups—

(#1 wisdom & knowledge—#2 faith, healings, miracles,
prophecy, & discerning of spirits—#3 tongues & the
interpretation of tongues) — and Paul takes one gift out of
the 3 groups (i.e., prophecies, tongues, & knowledge) to
represent all 3 groups or all the spiritual gifts.

- And there are going to be 3 shades of meaning to the
“done away” concept that applies to those 3 groups—

- The group that has to do with prophecies (faith,
healings, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits)
— they shall fail—they’re going to run out; and have
nothing more to give; and become unnecessary.

- The group that is represented by the gift of fongues
(tongues & the interpretation of tongues)— they shall
cease—they’re tied to a particular event, that when it
occurs, they're going to just come to an abrupt stop!

- And the gifts that are represented by the gift of
knowledge (wisdom & knowledge) — they’re going to
vanish away — they just disappear—you’re going to
look for them someday, and they’re just not going to
be there any more.

- And there’s some fascinating things to study out about how
these things historically occurred.

- And we’ll see some more (and perhaps even greater)
evidence that not just a few sp. gifts (or part of the sp. gifts)
were done away—but ALL the sp. gifts were done away
when the more excellent way was come in—but we’ll see
that as we go on through the remaining verses of ch. 13.

- But the issue here is that ALL the sp. gifts are going to be done
away — (the process of doing away with them will be different as
each group was done away—due to the impact that was being made
as God replaced the diversity of gifts with the more excellent way).

- But the point is to contrast the temporary, less excellent way (of
sp. gifts) with the permanent, most excellent ministry of the Holy
Spirit: the teaching of godly love and charity (which never faileth)!
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- And that most excellent ministry of the Holy Spirit will
continue on throughout the duration of this disp. of grace!

- Now—why is that going to take place? - why are the prophecies
going to fail? — why are the tongues going to cease? — why will
the knowledge vanish away? ...

A: (:9) - For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

- At the time in which the sp. gifts were in operation—this
was the situation—and that situation was that they had only
a PARTIAL understanding—and they possessed only a
PARTIAL knowledge that God wanted them to possess as
members of the church, the body of Christ.

- And in accordance with that, they could only prophesy in
part—(and really all of the gifts were functioning in view of
that and in accordance with that).

- And those sp. gifts were working to bring about a time in
which their knowledge and understanding would no longer
be ‘partial’!

- And folks, that means that any or all of the spiritual gifts
(and their functions) is a tell-tale indicator of the fact that
they didn’t have all of the information (or knowledge or
understanding) that God wanted them to have!

- And that means that if you’re attempting to function
in any or all of these sp. gifts today—by default,
that’s an admission on your part (if you’re going to
be honest about it) - that’s an admission on your part
that you only “known in part” - and you’re admitting
that you don’t have all God wants you to have
knowledge-wise — and that’s an admission that you
don’t have the complete word of God!!!

- And folks—that’s how, by Satan counterfeiting

the spiritual gifts today is an outright attack upon the
word of God—an attack upon the completed word of
God!

- But in Paul’s day—as more & more of the knowledge comes,
eventually their ‘partial’ knowledge will no longer be ‘partial’!
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- Eventually God is going to communicate all He wants to
communicate to us, as the members of the church the body of Christ:
and when THAT time comes, there’s not going to be any need for
those spiritual gifts!

- And when that time comes—you’ll be possessors of
something more excellent than any or all of those sp. gifts!

- You’ll be possessors of a far superior way for God to
accomplish the diversity of His operations)

- Now that’s the why—but now when will that happen?

A: (:10) But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is
in part shall be done away.

- “that which is perfect” - What ever the “that” is here in (:10) - that
is described as “perfect” —when you can identify it and define it—
that IS the more excellent way!

- And “that which is perfect” is the antithesis (or exact opposite) of
the ‘“knowing-in-part’ (or partial knowledge) situation in (:9)!

- Now most critics of the Bible—and the position of those
who would argue that sp. gifts are still in operation today—
will say that what Paul is talking about in the phrase “that
which is perfect” is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

- And so their reasoning is that—all the sp. gifts have to be
still in operation today—because Paul says they’ll be in
operation until “that which is perfect” (or the Lord Jesus
Christ) “is come” - that is, the sp. gifts will be in operation
until the Lord Jesus Christ comes back at His second coming
to set up and establish His kingdom on this earth!

- And so there is a raging debate going on—especially
between Charismatics/Pentecostals/Apostolic types and those
who believe that some or all of the sp. gifts were only
temporary and have now been done away.

- And a great deal of the controversy and the confusion and
the debate—centers upon this very issue: Just what is
“that which is perfect”?7?
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- Some (including myself, at one time) will try to make their case
from the “original Greek” — but the problem there is that you end
up being inconsistent with how you handle other passages of God’s
word—so the best thing to do is to jettison that way to make your
case, and stick with a far better method of doing it than by going to
the Greek.

- A far better way for understanding and appreciating who or what
“that which is perfect” is—is to pay attention to the CONTEXT and
allow the context to tell you the identity of “that which is perfect.”

- Context rules every other way of interpretation!!!

- And if you’re honest with the context here—Paul is NOT talking
about a Person here at all—Paul is NOT talking about the return of
the Lord Jesus Christ—Paul is NOT talking about the establishment
of the kingdom (because some will say, Ok, I see that Paul’s not
talking about a person—but that’s ok because he doesn’t have to if
what he’s talking about is when the kingdom of heaven comes then
sp. gifts are still in operation) .... no, the establishment of the
kingdom is in God’s program with Israel and not in this disp. of
grace—and the truth is, the Corinthians were supposed look for it and
to be anticipating the coming in of “that which is perfect” - they were
to be expecting to see that thing come in and be beneficiaries of it!

- And my point in all that is this—if this is talking about the
kingdom of heaven coming in and being set up upon the
earth—then there’s absolutely no reason for the apostle Paul
to be talking about it and showing the Corinthians this

more excellent way if they were NOT going to be
participants in it!!!

- In fact, in the very last verse of the chapter—Paul will tell
them what now abides—and that’s what they’re to stick
with!

- But the context IS talking about knowledge and the speaking forth
of that knowledge (or prophesy)!!! [Which is THE WORD OF GOD]

- The identity of “that which is perfect” - by the power of the context
telling you what it is—can be nothing (nor any One else) other than
the OPPOSITE of that which is ‘partial’!
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(:10)

- And that which is ‘partial’ in (:9) is KNOWLEDGE and the
revelation from God (or PROPHESY) that provided the knowledge!

- And so—But when that which is perfect (when the perfect,
perfected, that is to say, complete knowledge comes by means of the
final revelation from God for us in this dispensation of grace) is come,
then that which is in part (both the partial knowledge and the gifts
that service it) shall be done away.

- “that which is perfect” therefore can be nothing other than
the completed revelation from God in written form:
THE BIBLE!

. completed through the ministry of the apostle Paul himself
(as we’ll see him talk about it when it takes place)!

- But the reason why spiritual gifts were in operation for a limited
time at the beginning of this disp. of grace was because the full
revelation of the knowledge from God for us in this disp. of grace
(the complete written word of God) was NOT possessed yet!

- And God was accomplishing His operations that He wanted
to get accomplished through those ‘less excellent’ sp. gifts—
awaiting the time when the complete knowledge would be
written down and was something they could hold in their
hands—and His more excellent, superior written word of
God (that’s always been superior to anything; and always
been the most excellent means for Him to do things) is
there—and when it’s there, the sp. gifts are done away—and
His WORD now accomplishes those things (especially as it
operates in His “sons” and their sonship education and
sonship lives)! — His word now effectually works to
accomplish those operations of God.

- And this was a natural thing those Corinthians should have expected
to have happen—and (:11-13) are going to set that forth and set forth
the grandeur of the more excellent way when it comes compared to
the ‘less excellent’ and inferior sp. gift system that existed
temporarily.

- And not only that—but Paul will set forth the permanent abiding
status of the most excellent ministry the Holy Ghost has—which is
the greatest of all.
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- And as we will see—in the very lifetime of the apostle
Paul, and in the very lifetime of these Corinthians saints—
that which is perfect actually arrived—the more excellent
way came in—and we operate upon that today!

- And in the lifetime of the apostle Paul and those Corinthain
saints—God withdrew all the sp. gifts—and the only sp. gifts
that have been in operation since that day have been either
counterfeits or fakery and frauds!

- Now in (:11) Paul sets forth an illustrative analogy that underscores both the
naturalness of the ‘less excellent way’ of the sp. gifts being replaced by the
more excellent way of the completed written word of God—and the zeal and
enthusiasm and delight of those sp. gifts being done away and replaced by
the more excellent